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1638.

“As for the Catholics, the attendance on the sacraments
here is so large, that it is not greater among the faithful in
Europe, in proportion to their respetive numbers. The
most ignorant have been catechised, and catechetical lec-
tures have been delivered to the more advanced every Sun-
day; on feast days they have been very rarely left without
a sermon. The sick and the dying, who were .numerous
this year, and dwelt far apart, have been assisted in every
way, so that not a single person has died without the sac-
raments. We have buried very many, but have baptized a
great number, And, although there are not wanting fre-
quent occasions of dissension, yet none of any importance
has arisen here in the last nine months which we have not
immediately allayed. By the blessing of God we have this
consolation, that no vices spring up among the new Cath-
olics, although settlements of this kind are not usually
supplied by the best class of men.

“We bought off in Virginia two Catholics who had sold
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themselves into bondage, nor was the money ill-spent, for
both showed themselves good Christians ; one, indeed, sur-
passes the ordinary standard. Some others have performed
the same duty of charity in buying thence Catholic ser-
vants, of whom there are a great number in that country.
For every year very many sell themselves thither into bond-
age, and, as they live among men of the worst example
and are destitute of all spiritual aid, they generally make
shipwreck of their souls.

“Several of the chief men have, through the use of the
Spiritual Exercises, been formed by us to piety, a fruit by
no means to be despised. In one especial case we adore
the wonderful providence and mercy of God, which brought
a man encompassed in the world with many difficulties,
and obliged to live in Virginia, constantly deprived of all
spiritual aid, to promise, not long before his death, that he
would undertake these Exercises. This intention was pre-
vented by a severe sickness, which he bore with the great-
est patience, fixing his mind firmly on God; and at length,
having duly received all the sacraments, in a state of most
unusual peace he gave back his soul to God, which had
been so full of troubles and disquietudes.

“A noble matron has lately died, who, after accompany-
ing the first settlers into the colony, bore all her difficulties
and inconveniences with more than a woman’s courage.
She was much given to prayer, and most anxious for the
salvation of her neighbors, setting them a perfet exam-
ple, both in her own person and in her domestic con-
cerns. She was fond of our Society when living, and a
benefactor to it when dying, and was held in blessed mem-
ory by all for the edification which she gave in her charity
to the sick, as well as in other virtues.

1639.

“There are in this mission four priests and one coad-
jutor. All are working in places far distant, with the
hope, no doubt, of thus obtaining earlier acquaintance with
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the native language and propagating more widely the holy
faith of the Gospel. Father John Brock, the Superior, with
a coadjutor brother, remains in tbe plantation. Metapaw-
nien, which was given us by Maquacomen, the King of Pa-
tuxent, is a kind of storehouse for this mission, whence most
of our bodily supplies are obtained. Father Philip Fisher
lives in the principal town of the colony, to which the name
of St. Mary’s has been given. Father John Gravener lives
in Kent Island, sixty miles distant. Father Andrew White
is at the still further distance of one hundred and twenty
miles, at Kittamaquindi, the metropolis of Pascatoe, having
lived since the month of June, 1639, in the palace with the
King himself, whom they call Tayac.

“The cause of the Father's going thither was as follows.
- He had bestowed much time and labour in the work of the
conversion of the King of Patuxent, an event anticipated
by us all, both from our recollection of kindnesses received
—for he had given to the Society a farm, as has been said
—and because he was considered very powerful among the
barbarians, on account of his reputation for wisdom and
influence. Some of his people had become Catholics, and
he himself appeared abundantly instructed in the first prin-
ciples of the faith, when lo!—in the inscrutable judgments
of God—the unhappy man at first procrastinated, then by
degrees grew indifferent, and at length openly broke off
altogether from the work he had commenced. Nor this
only; but he also gave indications of an hostility against
the whole colony not to be misunderstood. Whereupon
the Governor, after prudent enquiries, determined, by the
advice of his council, that the Father should be recalled
from his position with the King, lest the barbarian might
give sudden proof of his perfidy and cruelty against him;
and also, lest this hostage, as it were, being left in the King’s
power, the Governor himself might find it difficult to re-
venge injuries, should the Patuxent at any time declare
himself an open enemy.

“When rulers and kings are here spoken of| let no one
form any grand idea of them, as if they were like princes
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in Europe. For these Indian kings, though they have the
most absolute power of life and death over their people,
and in certain prerogatives of honour and wealth rank a
little higher than others, yet in personal appearance they
are scarcely anything removed from the multitude. The
only peculiarity by which you can distinguish a chief from
the common people consists in some badge, a collar made
of a rude jewel, or a belt, or a cloak oftentimes ornamented
with shells in circular rows. The kingdoms of these are
generally circumscribed by the narrow confines of a single
village and the adjacent country, though Tayac has a much
more extensive dominion, stretching about one hundred
and thirty miles; and to this empire other inferior chieftains
are subject. ;

“The conversion of Maquacomen being despaired of,
Father Andrew betook himself to the Tayac of Piscato-
way, who treated him very kindly at the first interview, and
became so attached to him that he afterwards always held
him in the greatest love and veneration, and was unwilling
that the Father should use any other hospitality than that
of his palace. Nor was the Queen inferior to her husband
in benevolence to their guest, for with her own hands she
was accustomed to prepare meat for him and bake bread,
and waited upon him with equal care and attention.

“The cause of this remarkable affeCtion for the Father
on the part of the Tayac is to be referred to two dreams,
which, perhaps, you may think deserve a higher name.
One of these dreams he heard from Uwanno, his brother,
who had reigned before him, and whom he had slain. In
his sleep Uwanno appeared to see Father White and Father
Gravener before him, and to hear a voice thus admonishing
him: ‘These are the men who from their soul love you
and your tribe, and have brought with them those bless-
ings by which you can be happy if you desire it” Hence
so lively an impression of these strangers remained in the
mind of Tayac, that even at the first sight he recognized
them when coming to him, and afterwards embraced them
with remarkable affetion. He was accustomed also to call
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Father White his parent, to whose instruction he wished to
give up, for seven years, his sons, who were very dear to
him, the whole tribe being very fond of children, and sel-
dom letting them go from their sight. The other dream,
which the Tayac is accustomed to relate in conversation,
occurred to himself: his father, deceased some time before,
appeared to be present before his eyes, accompanied by a
god of a black color whom he worshipped, beseeching him
that he would not desert him. At a short distance he saw
a most hideous demon, accompanied by a certain man,
Snow, a Protestant minister from England, who had gained
access to the Tayac, but had been ill-received by him. In
another part the Governor of the colony and Father White
appeared, accompanied also by a god much more beautiful
than the other, and surpassing the snow in whiteness, which
seemed gently to beckon the King to him. From that
time he treated both the Governor and the Father with the
greatest affeCtion.

“Soon after the arrival of Father White the Tayac was
in danger of death from a serious disease, and, when forty
conjurors had in vain tried every remedy, the Father, by
permission of the sick man, administered as medicine a cer-
tain powder of known efficacy mixed with holy water,
taking care to have him bled the day before by a youth
whom the Father always had with him. After this the sick
man began daily to grow better, and soon after altogether
recovered. Upon this he resolved to be initiated as soon
as possible into the Christian faith, and both his wife and
his two daughters along with him, for as yet he has no
male offspring. Father White is now diligently engaged in
their instruction; and they are not slow in receiving the
Catholic doctrine, for, through the light of Heaven vouch-
safed to them, they have long since found out the errors of
their former life. The King has exchanged the skins with
which he was before clothed, for a garment after the Euro-
pean fashion, and he makes some little endeavor to learn
our language.

“Having put away his concubines, he lives content with
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one wife, that, as he says, he may the more freely have lei-
sure to pray to God. He abstains from meat on the days
on which it is forbidden by the Catholic rule, and thinks
that the heretics, who do otherwise, ought to be called bad
Christians. He is greatly delighted with spiritual conver-
sation, and seems to esteem earthly wealth as nothing in
comparison with heavenly; as he told the Governor, to
whom he was on a visit with Father White while he was
under instruétion, and who was explaining to him what
oreat advantages could be enjoyed from the English by a
mutual exchange of wares. ‘Verily,’ he said, ‘I consider
all-these things trifling when compared with this one ad-
vantage—that through these missionaries I have arrived at
the knowledge of the only true God, than which there 1is
nothing greater to me, nothing which ought to be greater.’
Not long since, when he held a convention of other rulers,
in a crowded assembly of the chiefs and a circle of the
eommon people, Father White and some of the English
being present, he publicly declared it to be his advice, to-
gether with that of his wife and children, that, abjuring the
superstition of the country, they should all embrace the
profession and practice of Christianity, for that the only
true Deity is He Whom the Christians worshipped, nor can
the immortal soul of man be otherwise saved from eternal
death ; stones and herbs, to which through blindness of
mind, he and they had hitherto given divine honors, being
the humblest things created by the Almighty God, for the
use and relief of human life. Having said this, he cast
from him a stone which he held in his hand, and spurned it
with his foot. A murmur of applause from the people
sufficiently indicated that they did not hear these things
with unfavorable ears. Thus there is the strongest hope
that, when the family of the King is purified by Baptism,
the conversion of the whole country will speedily follow.
In the meantime, we heartily thank God for the present
happy prospect, and are especially encouraged when we
daily behold those idols to be the contempt of the natives,
which were lately reckoned in the number of their deities.
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“Another event, worthy of mention, has greatly increased
the anxiety of the King for Baptism. A certain Indian,
who had slain an Englishman because of some injury done
him, was found guilty of the homicide and was sentenced
to death, remarkably enough, at the very time when Tayac,
with his companion, Father White, was on his way to the
colony. We explained to the miserable man, who was con-
demned to die, that by receiving the Christian sacraments
he would provide for the salvation of his immortal soul.
As he appeared by no means of an obdurate disposition, we
endeavored, as far as possible by the words we could use,
to reach his heart, which was evidently in some measure
inclined to listen. The pious King perceived that we la-
bored under some difficulty from our insufficient knowl-
edge of the Indian language, and so of his own accord he
came to assist us in finishing the work. He not only filled
the office of a faithful interpreter, repeating to the man
whatever he was told by Father White, but also added of
himself some truths so apposite and efficacious that they
won the admiration of all present, and at length gained
over the Indian himself to the Catholic faith, who, imbued
with the necessary knowledge and washed in the sacred
font for which he asked, prepared himself for death, com-
plying in every way with what was prescribed to him; and
indeed he appeared to be possessed with so vehement a de-
sire of seeing God as to seem to wish the execution to be
hastened. A remarkable eagerness appeared in his coun-
tenance, he fortified himself by frequently using the salutary
sign of the Cross, and whatever he did or said did not seem
feigned for show only, but to come from the inmost recesses
of his soul. When he reached the place of execution, he
inquired with cheerful countenance whether it would be
proper that he should sing before he was executed, accord-
ing to the custom of his country, and when told that by
piously repeating the holy names of Jesus and Mary he
would propitiate them in his last conflict, he cheerfully
obeved those who advised him, and died with those blessed
names upon his lips. After death, he was buried in our
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cemetery with the most solemn rites, in order to make the
barbarians understand that, while execrating the crimes of
malefactors and avenging them by merited punishment,
Christians nevertheless hold their souls dear, and are easily
reconciled to them if they repent. And this example of
clemency and charity to the deceased struck them so much
the more forcibly, because of its wide difference from their
own customs—for they are wont to serve up their slaugh-
tered enemies in the most cruel manner to be feasted on by
their friends.

“No one, however, was more vehemently moved at the
sight of the dying neophyte than Tayac, who afterwards
earnestly insisted that he should receive the gift of Baptism.
The matter being discussed in council, it was decided that
it would be for the greater glory of God if this Baptism
were deferred until it could be performed with splendid rites
and the greatest solemnity, and in the sight of his own
countrymen, when his wife also and his children might be
brought to a participation of his joy and gladness. The
King at length, yielding to the kindness of the Catholics,
and greatly delighted with their prolonged hospitality, took
leave of the Governor and returned home, Father White
being again his attendant; as soon as he had arrived he
gave command to his people to prepare a Church by next
Pentecost, the time appointed for the Baptism. On that
day, at Kittamaquindi, the Governor and other distinguished
men of the colony, having been specially invited by the
Tayac, contemplate honoring by their presence, and by
whatever other means they can, the Christian sacraments
and the second better birth of Tayac. May a merciful God
cause this event to turn out to the good of all—to His
glory, to our reward, and to the salvation of the whole
tribe.

“If we look round the whole world, we may, perhaps,
nowhere find men more abject in appearance than these In-
dians, yet they have souls, for which a ransom has been
paid by Christ, and which are no less precious than those
of the most cultivated Europeans. They are inclined to
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some vices, though not so many, considering the darkness
of their ignorance, their barbarism, and their unrestrained
and wandering mode of life; nevertheless, in their disposi-
tion they are docile, nor will you perceive in them a very
exaggerated indulgence of their passions. They are most
patient of troubles, and easily endure contumely and injury,
if these do not involve danger of life. They have some-
times a few, sometimes many idols, to whose worship they
are greatly addicted; but there are no priests to whom the
administration of sacrifices appertains by appointment.
There are not wanting among them those who interpret su-
perstitions and sell them to the people ; but these are, gen-
erally speaking, not at all numerous. They acknowledge
one Superior Being, notwithstanding they are ignorant in
what way He is to be worshipped and honored, hence they
lend a willing ear to all who undertake to teach them this
knowledge. They rarely think of the immortality of the
soul or the things that are to be after death. If at any time
they find a teacher clearly explaining these things, they
show themselves very attentive as well as docile, and are
soon seriously drawn to think of their souls, and to believe
those things which are represented as conducing to their
salvation. They are readily swayed by reason, nor do they
obstinately withhold their assent from the truth when it is
placed distinctly before them. This natural disposition of
the tribe, aided by the seasonable assistance of divine grace,
gives us hope of the most desirable harvest hereafter, and
animates us to continue our labors in this vineyard with
the greatest diligence.

“To the hope of the Indian harvest are to be added also
no mean fruits reaped from the colony and its inhabitants,
to whom, on the principal festival days of the year, ser-
mons are preached, and catechetical instructions are given
on Sundays. Our labors are rewarded, for not only Cath-
olics come in crowds, but also very many heretics, and this
year, twelve in all, renouncing their former errors, have
been reconciled to God and the Church. Our Fathers are
daily occupied in their divine work, and dispense the sac-
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raments to those who come, as often as circumstances de-
mand. In fine, to those in health, to the sick, to the affli¢t-
ed, and the dying, we strive to be in readiness to afford
counsel, relief, and assistance of every kind.

1640.

“In the mission this year were four priests and one coad-
jutor. We stated in our last letters what hope we had con-
ceived of converting the Tayac, or the King of Pascatoe.
In the meantime, such is the goodness of God, the result
has not disappointed our expeltation, for he has become a
Catholic, some others also being brought over with him;
and on July 5, 1640, when he was sufficiently instructed in
the mysteries of the faith, he was solemnly baptized in a
little chapel, which, after the manner of the Indians, he had
ereCted out of bark for that purpose and for divine worship.
At the same time the Queen, who had an infant at the
breast, and others of the principal men whom he especially
admitted to his councils, together with his little son, were
regenerated in the baptismal font. To the King, who was
called Chitomacheu before, was given the name of Charles ;
to his wife, that of Mary. The others, in receiving the
Christian faith, had Christian names allotted to them. The
Governor, together with his Secretary and many others,
was present at the ceremony, nor was anything omitted
which could help the display and which our means could
supply.

“In the afternoon the King and Queen were united in
matrimony after the Christian rite; then the great cross
was ereCted, in carrying which to its destined place the
King, the Governor, Secretary and others lent their shoul-
ders and hands; two of us in the meantime—Father White
and Gravener—chanted before them the Litany of Loreto
in honor of the Blessed Virgin. And not long after, the
same two Fathers, White and Gravener, had to bear by no
means light crosses of their own; for Father White, in per-
forming the ceremonies of Baptism, which were somewhat



The Annual Letters. 13

long, had contracted a fever from which he only partially
recovered, then suffered a relapse, and was ill during the
whole winter. Father Gravener so completely lost the use
of his feet as to be unable to stand; after a little he too got
better, though an abscess was afterwards formed, which
carried him off in the space of a few days, upon November
5, 1640.

“A famine about this time prevailed among the Indians,
owing to the great drouth of the past summer; and, that
we might not appear to neglect the bodies of those for the
care of whose souls we had made so long a voyage, though
corn was sold at a great price, we considered it necessary
to relieve them to the utmost of our power. Amidst these
cares, and busied also in settling the affairs of the mission,
we passed the greater part of the winter.

“On February 15 we came to Pascatoe, Joyfully greeted
by the inhabitants, who indeed seemed well inclined to re-
ceive the Christian faith. So that not long after the King
brought his daughter, seven years old, whom he loves with
great affeCtion, to be educated among the English at St.
Mary’s, and to be washed in the sacred font of Baptism ;
she is beginning to understand the Christian mysteries.
One of his counsellors also, of whom we have spoken be-
fore, desiring that the mercies of God which he had ex-
perienced in his own case should be brought to his people,
earnestly prays that his wife and children may be led to
seek the waters of salvation, which most pious desire, after
suitable instruction, will, we hope, by the favor of God, be
gratified.

“Another King, chief of the Anacostans, whose territory
is not far distant, is anxious to come and live as one of us;
and from this it is evident that a rich harvest awaits us, on
which we may advantageously bestow our labor, though it
is to be feared that there will not be laborers sufficient for
gathering in the abundant fruits. There are other villages
lying near, which, I doubt not, would run promptly and joy-
fully to the light of Gospel truth, if there was any one to
impart to them the word of eternal life. It is not, however,
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right for us here to be too anxious about others, lest we
may seem to abandon prematurely our present tender flock;
nor need those who are sent out to assist us fear lest the
means of life be wanting, for He Who clothes the lilies and
feeds the fowls of the air, will not leave those who are la-
boring to extend His kingdom destitute of necessary sus-
tenance.

“To Father Philip Fisher, now residing at St. Mary’s, the
capital of the colony, nothing would have been more agree-
able than to labor in the Indian harvest, if he had been per-
mitted by his Superiors, who could not, however, dispense
with his services. Yet his good will is not left without its
reward, for while those among the Indians, of whom we
have spoken, are being cleansed in the waters of Baptism,
as many are, at the same time, brought back from heretical
depravity into the bosom of the Church by his active in-
dustry. The Catholics who live in the colony ame not in-
ferior in piety to those who live in other countries; but in
urbanity of manners, according to the judgment of those
who have visited the other colonies, they are considered far
superior to them. Everywhere the hope of an abundant
harvest has dawned, and while each one of us is anxious
to help even unto death as many as we can, various events
are happening that deserve record. Two of the most prom-
inent are narrated here, one manifesting the divine mercy,
and the other the divine justice.

“On the day on which a certain man was about to abjure
heresy and expiate the sins of his past life by confession,
his house caught fire, and the flames rapidly burst out at
the top. He was at a little distance when this occurred,
and lost no time in calling his neighbors, of whom two only
would come to his help; and although all this time the fire
was burning in a house that was built only of dry logs, yet
it was put out before any great injury had been done.
Some feared lest this unexpected calamity might deter him
from conversion. It happened, however, quite the contrary,
for the wonderful preservation of his house from much in-
jury led him to the conclusion that God was propitious to
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him, and approved his design by a manifest token. Where-
fore, uniting complete reformation of morals with profes-
sion of the true faith, he now sheds abroad the sweet savor
of a good example upon all who are acquainted with him.

“Another man felt some internal drawings of the grace
of God, and desired to have a rosary or prayer-beads for
himself, but afterwards, changing his mind, he had the beads
ground to powder, which he mixed with tobacco in his pipe
when he smoked, and often boasted that he had swallowed
his ‘Ave Marias, for so he called the rosary beads. The
divine vengeance, however, did not let this irreverence go
long unpunished, for scarcely a year had passed, and it was
drawing near the vigil of the day on which he had aban-
doned his purpose of embracing the Catholic faith, when a
spirit of more sacrilegious ribaldry than usual possessed
him, as was noticed by his companions. On his going to
the river in the afternoon, according to custom, for the pur-
pose of bathing, he had scarcely touched the water when a
huge fish suddenly seized the wretched man, and before he
could reach the bank it tore away at one bite a large por-
tion of flesh from his thigh, inflicting a terrible but well-
merited laceration from which recovery was impossible.
The divine justice thus ordained that he, who a little while
before had boasted of eating up his ‘Ave Maria beads,’ saw
his own flesh devoured while he was still alive.

1641.

Now, in the last year I wrote to you that Almighty God
had been pleased to open the way of conversion to many,
as I hope, to thousands of souls, viz: by calling to His or-
thodox faith the Emperor or great King of Pascatoway, so

() The Letters for 1639 and 1640. were written by Father John Brock, Su-
perior of the Mission, whose real name was Morgan. He was a native of
Bucks, born 1599, and entered the Society in 1622, and was accidentally
killed whilst laboring to establish a new settlement, June 5, 1641, aet. 42.
No account seems to have been sent for the Annual Letters this year; the
want, however, is supplied by a letter (Stonyhurst MSS. Anglia, vol. 4, No.
109.) of Father Brock to his Superior in England, dated 3d May, 1641, a few
weeks before his death.
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I call him because he has many tributary kings under him,
who was washed at the sacred baptismal font, July 5, 1640,
his former name of Chilomacon being changed into Charles,
whilst at the same time his Queen, whose name was changed
into Mary, was baptized with him; at the same time also
his infant at the breast, to whom was given the name of
Anne. The President of his Council also came, called be-
fore Baptism Mesorcogues, but now John; also his little in-
fant at the breast, to whom was given the name of Robert.
The ceremonies were performed by Father White, in the
presence of the Secretary of the Governor, Father Altam,
and many others of the English colonists, in a chapel built
of the bark of trees, after the Indian fashion, for this sole
end, the service of God in the Catholic faith. Nor is there
any doubt but that very many following in the footsteps of
their chief would as quickly as possible have been washed
at the same font of Baptism, had not Fathers White and
Altam, who were engaged in that mission, been seized with
sickness, and to regain their health had to retire to the
town of St. Mary’s, in the English colony, where Father
Altam died on the 5th of November following, and Father
White, having had a relapse, was many days after his sick-
ness unable to return to his Mission on account of his weak-
ness. But in February last, having partially recovered his
strength, he returned and joined me at Pascatoway, in or-
der to restore, and as far as may be, solidly establish that
mission, and to propagate the Christian faith, the seeds of
which it had pleased God so happily to sow. However,
shortly after our arrival Father White again fell sick, and
has not as yet recovered his strength; and, indeed, I fear
that from his age and increasing infirmities, nature will
shortly succumb to such great labors. I will use my ut-
most endeavors to preserve his life, that this great work of
God, the conversion of so many infidels, may prosperously
and happily progress, as well because he possesses the
greatest influence over their minds, as that he, best of any
of the rest, understands and speaks their language. Many
of the inhabitants are instructed for Baptism, and many of
the higher ranks show themselves inclined towards the
Christian faith, amongst whom the chief is the King of the
Anacostians, uncle of King Patorieck. A few months ago
King Pascatoway sent his daughter, who is to succeed him
in his dominions, to the town of St. Mary, that she may be
there educated amongst the English, and instruéted for
Baptism. Indeed, I hope, by the favor of God, unless our
helpers fail, that in a short time there will be a great acces-
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sion to the Christian faith in these barbarous nations. And
this, although, on account of the dearness of corn and the
increased expenses and deficiency of means of living, we
are pressed by great difficulties; nor are there here in this
colony any who are either able or willing to furnish us with
alms, and Divine Providznce shows that neither by our own
exertions, nor of those for whose salvation we labour, be
they Christians or Pagans, can we hope for support. How-
ever, we have no fear but that He will provide us with
necessaries, Who feeds the birds of the air that neither sow
nor reap, and Who supplied the Apostles, whom He sent
forth without staff or scrip to preach the Gospel, with every-
thing needful ; for the same reason He also of His Divine
Providence will see fit to supply His unworthy servants with
means of sustentation. The very thought in the Prefect of
recalling us, or of not sending others to help us in this
glorious work of the conversion of souls, in a certain man-
ner takes away faith in the Providence of God and His care
of His servants, as though He would now less provide for
the nourishment of His laborers than formerly. On which
account our courage is not diminished, but rather increased
and strengthened ; since now God will take us into His pro-
tection, and will certainly provide for us Himself, especially
since it has pleased the divine goodness already to receive
some fruit, however small, of our labours. In whatever
manner it may seem good to His Divine Majesty to dispose
of us, may His holy will be done! But, as much as in me
lies, I would rather, labouring in the conversion of the In-
dians, expire on the bare ground, deprived of all human
succour and perishing with hunger, than once think of aban-
doning this holy work of God from the fear of want. May
God grant me grace to render Him some service, and all
the rest I leave to His Divine Providence. King Pascato-
way lately died most piously. But God will for his sake,
as we hope, quickly raise up seed for us in his neighbouring
King Anacostin, who has invited us to come to him, and
has decided himself to become a Christian. Many likewise
in other localities desire the same. Hopes of a rich harvest
shine forth, unless frustrated by the want of labourers who
can speak the language and are in sound health.

VoL. xi—No. 1. 3



18 Historical Papers.

FATHER THOMAS COPLEY,

Father John Altham (Gravener) had labored in Maryland
continuously since the first planting of the Colony, and his
death, mentioned in the last Letter, suggests this as an ap-
propriate place to interrupt the course of the narration con-
tained in the Annwual Letters, in order to bring together some
notes that may help to determine more clearly the Szazus
of the Mission during the first years of its existence, and to
identify a Father, whose name, though not appearing in the
text, is frequently met with in the colonial records of this
period. '

An old Record Book, long preserved at St. Thomas’
Manor, and now in the Provincial Archives, the greater por-
tion of which was written by FF. Peter Atwood and George
Thorold, contains “A List of Missionaries who have lived in
Maryland since ye 1st Settlement,” " beginning as follows :

“Father White came in twice. Had a chappel at White's
Neck, without a house. ’ '

1632. Tho: Copley, Messrs. Starkey and Perret lived at
St. Inigos.”

A Latin manuscript, evidently a partial transcript of the
preceding List, says :(—

White, Andreas: Primus Marylandiee Missionarius. Ad-
venit huc circa 1630, ante Diim Baltimore. Sacellum ex-
truxit in White Neck, at non habebat domum.

Harkey
Copley, Thos » vixerunt in praedio Sti. Ignatii.
Perret

Archbishop Carroll repeats the same statement :—

“Father White, finding too much employment for one
priest only, returned to Europe to get assistance; and I find
in my very imperfect memoirs, that in the year 1632, FF.
Copley, Harkey and Perret came into this country, proba-
bly with Fr. White.” ®

(O This list was probably begun about the time that one of the above men-
tioned Fathers was Superior of the Mission, during the first quarter of the
last century. It is marked: 7o be continued. The continuation brings the
record down to the death of Archbishop Carroll, Dec. 3, 1815; the entries
seem to have been made by successive Superiors, as the marked handwriting
of Father George Hunter appears upon the record during his long term of
office (1747-1771).

@ Narrative of the Establishment of the Catholic Religion in Maryland
and Pennsylvania—Wo0ODSTOCK LETTERS, September, 1880, p. 158.
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The ‘imperfet memoirs’ on which the Archbishop relied
are doubtless the records mentioned above, for other sources
of information were not easily accessible during an age
singularly zzcuriosa suorum. Subsequent researches enable
us to corret some of these statements. As the Settlers
did not sail from England until November, 1633, and
the first landing in Maryland was effefted, March 25th,
1634, we may conclude that the dates (1630-1632) assigned
in the extracts already quoted are erroneous. Nevertheless,
the explicit mention of an antecedent visit and residence of
Fr. White has given rise to a curious speculation, which is
barely hinted at by the annotator of the Declaratio ™™ but
more clearly proposed in a private letter by J. Gilmary Shea,

212 D)., the historian.

“The first Lord Baltimore was not here as Proprietor,
having died whilst soliciting the charter. His first petition
to Charles I. for land near Virginia was written in New-
foundland, Aug. 19, 1629, and the King answered, Nov. 22d.
He wrote again, and, full of his Virginia projeét, sailed
down there in 1630. But Lady Baltimore made an excur-
sion to the Chesapeake the year before (1629), and influenced
Lord B. greatly in favor of it. Lord Baltimore had at
Ferryland two Seminary Priests, LLongvyll and Anthony
Smith, the former of whom was replaced by Hacket, also
called a Seminary Priest. Did Father White accompany
lady B. on her visit in 1629 before Lord Baltimore? Was
he one of these supposed Seminary Priests?”

It may have been; and it may have been also on account

of this visit that Fr. White was designated by Fr. General
Mutius Vitelleschi, on the petition of Lord Baltimore, to
accompany the colonists who sailed with Leonard Calvert.
The movements of priests were necessarily very secret in
those days of persecution, and we have no positive infor-
mation as to the whereabouts of Father White during the
years which immediately preceded his appearance among
those who came in the Ark and the Dove. A note, how-
ever, in the Catholic Almanac for 1841 (p. 66), is almost con-
clusive against the supposition that we are considering.
“That the dates in this Catalogue are erroneous is con-

M “Utrum Georgius primo illo itinere, sacerdotes sibi Catholicos adjunxe-
rit, non extat memoria; attamen id procul dubio non omiserit.”” Fund
Publication—No. 7, Md. Hist. Soc., p. 110.
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clusively established by the following passage in the first
letter of Father White, written from St. Mary’s within a
month after the arrival of the colonists :—

‘On the day of the Annunciation of the B. V. Mary,
1634, we offered first the sacrifice of Mass, never before done
in this region of the world, etc.

“Had missionaries arrived in 1632, it is not to be imagined
for a moment that the Holy Sacrifice would have been omit-
ted until 1634.”

We may add, a fortior;, had Father White arrived in
1630, especially had he “had a chappell” (sacellum extruxit)
at that date, he could not have called the Indian wigwam
of St. Mary'’s, “the first chapel of Maryland.”®

Dismissing this question, let us come to the year 1634.
How many, and who were the IFathers that accompanied
the first settlers ?

“At first, two Fathers were sent out, as it were, to- ex-
plore, and ascertain if there might be any hope of the gain
of souls, when the country should appear white to the har-
vest:’. . . . After this the Fathers indeed increased in num-

ber, &c.”?
We have, then, the authentic declaration that 7zee Fathers

were sent to found the Mission Who were they? Evi-
dently, Fathers Andrew White and John Altham; for the
latter is mentioned by name in the Narratio ltineris, which
is attributed by common consent to the pen of Fr. White.
When Governor Calvert sailed up the Potomac in quest of
a site for the colony, it is stated that the young Indian King
“willingly listened to Father Altham, who had been select-
ed to accompany the Governor, for 1 was still kept with the
ship’s cargo.”® “The Jesuit Fathers, who came in 1634,
were the Rev. Messrs. White and Altham,” says Davis,®
and on this point all the historians of Maryland agree.

But were there, besides these two Fathers, other priests
of the Society among the original settlers? Archbishop
Carroll, the old Record, and many writers on the subjeét,
make mention of FF. Copley, Harkey and Perret as com-
panions of Father White in the beginning. It is remarka-

(M Relatio, WoODSTOCK LETTERS, vol. 2, No. 1, p. 9.

@ Letter of Provinecial, S. J., to His Eminence, Cardinal , Rome 'no
date, but probably between 1637 and 1642). Stonyhurst MSS., vol. iv. ‘Adnglis,’
No. 108. @ Relatio, p. 33. ®Day-Star, p. 160.
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ble that these names are not found in the records of the
Society in England, nor in Fr. McSherry’s extrats from
the catalogues kept at Rome in the Gesu; nor does Doctor
Oliver make any mention of them. The names, Harkey
and Perret, cannot be traced, and nothing can be learned
concerning them from any available sources of information;
we can only conjecture that they may be meant for Father
Lawrence Starkie (sometimes also written Starkey, Sankey,
Sanchez,) and Fr. Ferd. Poulton (also called Perez), who
came to the Mission, the former in 1649, the latter in 1637.

There can be no doubt, however, that a Father of the So-
- ciety, known under the name of Copley, was for a long time
(1637-1650) one of the most prominent of the early mis-
sionaries.

Father Thomas Copley arrived in the Province on the
- 8th of August, 1637, a year distinguished for the large
number of Catholic immigrants."”? St. Inigoes was his res-
idence,® and the title of the lands there and at St. Thomas’
is derived from him.

“Thomas Copley, called in the Records, Thomas Copley, Esq., for servants
imported, had right unto, and did demand 24,500 acres of land in the year
1633, of whieh St. Inigo’s was part (See Records, L. A. B. and IT., fol. 27,
and Lib. F. fol. 134). In 1637, he assigns St. Inigo’s Mannour to Ferdinand
Poulton (being dubious whether it were secure to hold it in his own Name), in
whose name warrant issues and certificate returns, but no Patent, as the Ree-
ord observes (Lib. F., fol. 61, 62, 63). Soon after Ferdinando Pulton® dies
(or was shet by accident), and Mr. Copley, in whom the equitable right was,
the said Pulton being only his Trustee, petitions for and obtains a 2nd war-
rant for St. Inigo’s and St. George’s; and in 1641 assigns the same to Mr.
Cuthbert Fenwick, for whom certificate is returnedpand Patent issues; July
27, 1641. Cuthbert Fenwick conveys the same to Mr. Henry Warren in 1663.
(Lib. EE. fol. 252-253.)"”

MStreeter, Papers, p. 98. Kilty, Landholders’ Assistant, p. 68.

@Davis, Day-Star, p. 158. See Lib. No. L. pp. 212-213, and p. 500.

@ Father Atwood, in a note appended to this paper says:—‘“It is probable
Ferdinando Pulton was an alien; but it matters not, Mr. Copley having had
his former rights renewed.”

Another paper on this subject (writer unknown) has the following :—*“The
first tract taken up by the Society was St. Inigoes and St. George’s and 400
acres of town land. All which tract was first granted to Ferdinand Pulton
for 19 servants assigned to Pulton by Mr. Copley, in 1637, or thereabouts.
Pulton seems to have been a Spaniard, as both his and his servants’ names
seem to declare. .. .. Perez seems to be the true name of Fr. Pulton; he was
accidentally shot in a boat.”

Father Poulton (or Pulton) was not a Spaniard. He belonged to an old
English family, fifteen members of which joined the Society, and three of
them died on the Maryland Mission. See Records of the English Province,
1., 155-166, 616-619 ; for notices of this Father, see page 161, and Diary of
English College, p. 264.

If he was called Perez, the transition to Perret is obvious, and the conjec-
ture is borne out, that he whose name is coupled with that of Father Copley
is this identical Fr. Ferd. Poulton, who came over the same year (1637) with
Father Copley, and died shortly afterward in the manner related.



22 Historical Papers.

“St. THoMAS' MANNOUR. The Record sufficiently declares Fr. Thomas
Copley to be the first taker up, or purchaser of my Lord. He brought 39 ser-
vants.

His assignment to Mr. Thomas Mathews, abstracted from the Record by the
clerk, is as follows :—

Aug. 16, 1649, Thos Copley, Esq., this day assigned to Mr. Thos. Mathews,
4,000 acres of land, dwe to him for transplanting ten able men-servants into
this Province in the year 1633. THOS. COPLEY.” D

He was summoned by writ to the General Asssembly®
held in St. Mary’s, and begun on the 25th of January, 1637
(N. S. 1638), and his name is found in the account of that
Assembly’s proceedings, contained in a book, which is ‘the

oldest remaining record of the first days of the Colony.'®
After, were summoned to appeare by vertue of writte to them directed®
. iy e _ [ Robert Clerke gent.
l}g 'II‘Jlblgl(n))as Cop ogrifl.l\lane s hun ! appeared for them,
Mr Andrew White | gent: of 1 And eXcHCH Gh i

i ; 5 1veq | absence by reason
Mr John Altham the same hundred 5f Siekness,

In the acts of the second day ; being 26th January,® they were again sum-
moned, as appears from the record. _
) and Robert Clerke made answer for
%}1 gh(én_]as %?lplgg’ [them that they desired to be excused
W M from giving voices in this Assembly ;
Mr John Altham [alld was admitted ’

His opinion is quoted in the celebrated case of Wm Lewis,
July, 1638.7 He is spoken of as having gone to Maryland
by Brother Robert Gray in his application to be sent upon

" ®0l1d Record. The Title of owr Lands deduced from- the first mke;‘ up to
the present Possessor, by sale or Bequest to him descending :—a paper drawn
up Jan. 20, 1726 (N. S. 1727), by P. A. [Father Peter Atwood], S. J.

@) This was the first legislative assembly convened under the authority of
the Proprietary. ‘It consisted of but one board composed of all the freemen
of the colony, each of whom was present, in person or by proxy, and the Gov-
ernor presided in the double capacity of chief executive and speaker of the
house.”—Scharf, History of Maryland, vol. 1, p. 124. There were probably
not more than 700 inhab#tants in the Colony at the time, and the right of suf-
frage and representation belonged to every freeman, which term, by a vote of
the Assembly of 1642, designated a citizen above the age of majority and not
held to personal service.

(3)Streeter Papers, p. 15. ®]Ibid. p. 17.

G “Notwithstanding his title of ‘Esquire,” Mr. Copley was a Jesuit priest.”
—Streeter, p. 98.

) Ibid. p. 20. “With a commendable disinclination to mix in the contro-
versies to which legislation might give rise, they preferred a request to be ex-
cused from serving in the Assembly, which was granted.”—Ibid. p. 99.

(M*“Certain Protestant servants of this gentleman complained ‘of the abuses
and scandalous reproaches which God and his ministers doe daily suffer by
William Lewis, of St. Maries, who saith that our Ministers are the ministers
of the divell ; and that our books are made by the instruments of the divell,
&e.” They had drawn up a petition to Sir John Harvey, Governor of Virgin-
ia, and intended at the chapel that morning to procure all the Protestants’
hands to it. Meanwhile Mr. Copley had been spoken with on the subject,
and he ‘blamed much William Lewis, for his contumelious speeches and ill-
governed zeale, and said it was fitt he should be punished.””—Streeter, p.
214, where the case is fully detailed, as also in the Histories of Maryland by
Bozman and McMahon.
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the Mission, direted, in 1640, to Father Edward Knott,
Provincial of England.®” |

His name occurs also in conneltion with some legal
transactions, which, taken with the facts already cited,

show that he held the position of procurator or superior.®

In the record of the Assembly (16th March, 1637), there is an entry which
may have belonged to the house acting as a Court.

“Robt. Clerke (in behalf of Mr. Copley) entered a Caveat into the Court
against the Administrator of John Bryant, for 50 barrells of Corne.” Streeter,

. 49, note.
: In the return made by the Administrator, Capt. Cornwaleys, on the estate
of Jerome Hawley, Councillor, 20th April, 1639, are the following entries :—

By paid Thomas Copley, Esq., in part of a debt recovered £ - lig=lid
by Judgment &y 9. . 8
By bills of desperate debts delivered to the said Mr.
Copley towards further satisfaction of his debt o <7 @

Governor Thomas Green, in a trust deed to Henry Adams and James Lang-
worth, in 1650, gives a token of regard for the Rev. Thomas Copley.—Davis,
Day-Star, p. 182. Lib. No. L., pp. 188-189.

These testimonies prove beyond question that there was
a Father on the Mission between 1637 and 1650, holding a
prominent position, and known as Zkomas Copley. 1t is
most probable, also, notwithstanding the silence of the Eng-
lish Records, of Oliver, and of Father McSherry, that Cop-
ley was his true name; the land grants obtained and be-
quests made to him, under this name, would seem to prove
as much. Some light is thrown upon his antecedents, and
strength is added to our supposition, by an extract from the

Louwvain Chronicle, O. S. B:—

CoPLEY.—““There were two sisters of this name professed at Louvain, May
8,1612. In the foregoing year, Thomas, the two Copleys’ eldest brother, came
over to pass his course of Philosophy in this town (Louvain)........ Some
time after their profession, himself entered into the Society of Jesus, leaving
his inheritance to his second brother, William, taking our Lord for his part
and portion.”®

The date, and other circumstances, justify the assumption
that this was the Father 7/omas Copley who was afterwards

MWoopnsTtock LETTERS, May, 1880, p. 80.

(@ ‘““He seems to have been much engaged in business, and did not neglect
the worldly interests of himself and companions. In presenting claims for
lands, according to the conditions of plantation, proportioned to the number
of persons brought over by him, he included the names of “Mr. Andrew
‘White” and “Mr. John Altham,” who were also Jesuit priests, and who had
come over with the first colonists. According to the specifications of his
claims, there came with White and Altham, in 1634, twenty-eight servants,
for whom he was entitled to 6,000 acres of land ; and with him came nineteen,
for whom and himself he claimed 4,000 acres, making ten thousand in all.
He was also engaged in sending out goods for trade with the Indians through
the agency of Robert Clarke and others, either for the profit to be drawn
from the trade, the support of the Mission, or as a means of bringing the mis-
sionaries in contact with the natives, learning their language, and facilitating
their conversion.””—Streeter, Papers, pp. 98-99.

()Records of the English Province, Diary and Pilgrim-Book of the Eng-
lish College, Rome, p. 471.
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in Maryland. But the Catalogue bears no such name.
Many of the missionaries in those days, for prudential rea-
sons, assumed by-names, and as Father Copley certainly is
a real personage, it remains for us to attempt his identifica-
tion with one of the early missionaries known to the reg-
isters of the Society. The fa¢ts enumerated seem to point
him out as one and the same person with Father APhi/zp
Fisher.

1°. All others are easily excluded. FF. White and Altham
came before him, and were summoned to Assembly along
with him; FF. Knowles and Poulton were on the Mission
for a few months only; Fr. Brock died in 1641—the docu-
ments cited show that Fr. Copley was still living in 1642,
1649, 1650. As to Fr. T. Hayes, there is no proof that he
was ever in Maryland—besides, he died in 1646. The only
remaining Missionary is Fr. Philip Fisher.

2°. Positive arguments warrant the same conclusion.

The Catalogue for 1636 observes at the end:—“Two
have been sent to Maryland, viz: P. Plulip Fisher and P.
John Knowles;” the Colonial records show that, in 1637,
P. Thomas Copley arrived with P. John Knowles. The An-
nual Letters declare that /7. Fisher resided at St. Mary’s
for several yvears; the Records of the Land Office assign
the same residence to /7. Copley. The letter of 1639 as-
serts that F7. Fisher was the only priest at St. Mary’s; in
the case of William Lewis recourse was had to /7. Copley,
the priest in charge of the chapel there. Father Fisker was
Superior, according to the Letters and Catalogue ; the prom-
inence of /7. Copley, and his business transactions would
indicate the same. Finally, /7. Fisher was carried off pris-
oner to England, in 1645, with Father White and another,
and he was the only one of the former missionaries who
returned to Maryland (in 1648); Fr. Copley also was here
before and after the troubles.

Streeter, in his biographical notices, says: “The time of
My. Copley's decease I have not been able to ascertain ;" the
editor of the English Records, in a notice of Father Fisher,
says that his name does not appear in the Catalogue of 1653.

It is most probable, then, that F7». Zhomas Copley is the
same person as fr. Plilip Fisher.



ACROSS THE CONTINENT.

- JI.—THE NATIONAL PARK.,

ForT ELLIs, MoNTANA, Aug. —, 1878.

In my last letter I tried to give you some idea of the
Yellowstone from its mouth to the point where it issues
from the Mountains; if now we glance at its course still
higher up, we shall find that our journey hitherto has been
tame and dull in comparison with the more mountainous
district on which we are entering. The Yellowstone rises
in the land of wonders known as the National Fark, which
has been set aside by an Ac¢t of Congress “as a public park
or pleasuring ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people,” and which “is reserved and withdrawn from settle-
ment, occupancy, or sale, under the laws of the United
States” [Revised Stat. § 2474].

We have rolled over eighty miles of passable wagon road,
and reached the mouth of Gardner’s River. Here vehicles
must be left behind, for there is no highway into Wonder-
land, and the visitor who dares to trespass on Dame Na-
ture’'s secret fastnesses, must bear the fatigues of rough
riding, and trust his baggage to the mercy of a pack an-
imal.

At the mouth of Gardner’s River, the northern extremity
of the Park, rises a wall of volcanic rock, as if to bar all
entrance. Our guide leads us in safety by a winding val-
ley between the rugged hills on to the rolling uplands,
where our eyes are cheered by rich wild flowers, our path
shaded by groves of stately pines, and where even our
beasts of burden find delight in tall waving grasses, at which
they nibble eagerly, as we pause to rest from time to time.
We have passed the forbidden portal, and entered the
charmed region. Out of the pine woods, the trail leads
across open undulating country, until after some miles it

VoL. x1I—No. I. 4 (25)
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reaches the edge of a marked ridge, and descends a thou-
sand feet or more into Pleasant Valley. Next day, in the
early morning, we pass Tower Falls,a handsome cascade
in the midst of beetling crags and lofty pines, and then be-
gin to ascend one long hill after another, until I become
aware that we are on the slope of a mountain. So gradual
and gentle are the approaches of Mount Washburne from
the north, that the traveler is not fully conscious of its char-
acter or elevation until the summit is fairly reached. Al-
most the whole ascent can readily be made on horseback.
The top once gained, so grand a prospect bursts upon the
gaze that we realize to what an elevation we have risen, and
how favorably this isolated spur is situated to command a
view of the whole surrounding country. To the east lay
the Big Horn Mountains, distant, but clear and bold, their
summits glistening with snow, and stretching sharp and
cold up into the soft blue summer sky. To the south, in
the middle distance, gleamed the Yellowstone ILake, bril-
liant in the sunshine, a gem in the dark setting of surround-
ing mountains. Further on, Mounts Sheridan and Hancock,
and many other peaks towered among the clouds; whilst
to the west, range after range rolled one beyond the other,
until the sight grew dim and confused by heaps of moun-
tains piled beyond, and failed to distinguish further. From
the lake, the river winds towards us, a silver thread, and in
the dark mass of foliage, where it is lost to view, we know
that it takes its fearful lean. Somewhere in the midst of
that ocean of green, by which we are surrounded, lie sul-
phur mountains, mud volcanoes, geysers, hot springs, cas-
cades and wonders innumerable, completely hidden from
us now by intervening ridges and dense forests, but soon
to disclose themselves on a nearer approach. The prospect
from Mount Washburne fills the eye with seeing, but the
imagination increases the interest of the panorama a hun-
dred-fold. Near those peaks, to the south of us, lie the
head waters of the Snake River, the great southern branch
of the Columbia.. From mountains west and north flow
the Gallatin, Madison and Jefferson, branches of the Mis-
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souri, and at our feet, deep down in its grand cafion, is the
Yellowstone. So the imagination spreads the continent out
before us, follows the Snake River through all its windings
across lava deserts, through mountain ranges, down to the
Pacific Slope,—sees the great sweep of the Father of Waters,
north, then east, then south, till he has traversed a conti-
nent and reached the Gulf,—pictures the Rocky Mountains
before us, not one ridge or two, but a huge uplift, hundreds
of miles in width and thousands in length, forming the
backbone of the continent, vast stores of mineral wealth,
not gold and silver merely, these are but tokens, but solid
rocks of fertile substances that are gradually to be loosened
by frost and avalanche, carried down, broken and ground by
torrent and cataract, transported By ever-flowing streams,
and deposited to supply the wants of future generations.
A thousand thoughts come crowding to the mind, and rea-
son, aiding the imagination, looks back over countless ages,
then forward to the distant future, and makes us creatures of
a day bow before Him to Whom past, present and future
are as one, Who lives on in the never-ending present of his
limitless and unchanging being. Awe and admiration fill
the heart, and one’s soul, conscious of that higher unseen
Presence which the wonders of nature so plainly testify,
shrinks abashed in nothingness before Him, is dazzled by
the brightness of His beauty, overwhelmed by His power
and majesty, and stunned by the fearful thought that it is
so casy to offend one so grand and terrible, so beautiful and
loving. Within a few feet of the summit, wild flowers were
growing, every leaf and petal