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BOOK VII. or, BOBADILLA.

(CONTINUED.)

It is time now for us to consider the Company within
herself—her internal condition, after meddling so exten-
sively with the “foul chimneys” of the world. All was
confusion—desperate contention—implacable discord.
Thirteen years have been added to the reign of Aqua-
viva over the Company of Jesus. The strong man has
wielded his power vigorously—stern, resolute, and un-
flinching. The discontented Spanish Jesuits conceived
the design of making themselves independent of the
Roman generalate. The method adopted by the mal-
contents to effectuate their design was actually suicidal
—they began with laying bare the abuses and corrup-
tions of the Company—their own Company—the Com-
pany of Jesus. Mariana, the eloquent speculator on
royalty and the mysteries of king-killing, a man of vast
authority in the Company, headed the malcontents
against the resolute Aquaviva.! The general had

I The highest praises are awarded to Mariana in the Bibliotheca of the Jesuits.
He is stated to have been a rigid observer of holy poverty, of rare abstinence,
and of incredible fortitude in his sorrows, which his conscientious denounce-
ment of the abuses of the Company multiplied for him exceedingly. He went
to confession every day,and was highly serupulous in the matter of chastity. « It
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210 HISTORY OF THE JESUITS.

Two faces appeared upon the middle part of the straw,
both surrounded by rays of glory, whilst the head of
the principal figure “the likeness of a martyr’s crown

had on,”—the face of a cherub peered from the midst
of his beard, “squat like a toad,”—all the curious
additions being like the “bundle of sticks ” on “the man
in the moon :”—so blind and thoughtless are impostors,
when emboldened by success.!

! This is the state in which the thing appeared as the frontispiece to the



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BOOK VIII. or, LE JAY.

How soon did the Jesuits, the clever, polished, “ gentle-
manly ” preachers and teachers of the Company, engross
the suffrages of all who, in every age, find an irresistible
charm in novelty ! To the bitter annoyance of their pre-
decessors in the sphere of influence, the Jesuits became,
or rather, rendered themselves  fashionable,”—indis-
pensable wherever the popedom needed a prop, or such
royalty as Philip II. would establish, lacked promoters.

They were recommended by their very name to the
devout :—their talents made them respectable to all :—
the sworn disinterestedness of their motives, invested
them with that conscious power of the man on whom
sordid gold makes no impression—excepting that of
unmitigated contempt when the heart speaks forth its
words of fire.

Years rolled on. The fame of the Company, like the
flame of the lamp that illumes the universe, blazed
brightly forth—it was the “greater licht” to the first
children of men, who could not imagine an eclipse of
that luminary which shone so intense in its dazzling
brightness—so glowingly warm withal.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































536 HISTORY OF THE JESUITS.

adherents to their party ; so that what by their wealth,
their religious and political sway, and their growing
interest with private individuals, the measure of the
expulsion of the Jesuits, if at first it appear to have been
harsh, will not perhaps be found, upon reflection, to
have been either uncalled for, or premature.”?

! Robertson, Letters on Paraguay,ii. 50, ¢tscq. From a statistical table of the
missionary towns of the Jesuits, drawn up at the time of their expulsion, it
appears that the items of their temporalities in man and beast, were as follows :—
21,036 families ; 88,864 souls ; 724,903 tame cattle (the wild being innumerable) ;
46,936 oxen; 34,725 horses; 64,353 mares; 13,905 mules; 7505 asses ;
230,384 sheep ; 592 goats—all in thirty towns, ranging over three degrees of
latitude,—from 26° 53’ S. to 29° 48’S. See the table, apud Robertson, ubi supra
ii. Appendix.



























THEIR EMBLEMS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. 545

rope. embodies the words of Paul : “ And thou standest
by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear,” Rom. xi. 20.
To show how we lose faith by desiring ocular demon-
stration, we behold a curious angel opening a vessel and
a bird escaping, to his evident afiliction, saying, “ Blessed
are they that have not secen, and yet have believed,”
John xx. 29. And to show how irresistible is faith. in
Latin, Fides, this Dutchman exhibits a dapper little
angel playing the fiddle before a door, with prominent
hinges, to show that it is intended to open, as conveyed
by the following cut and verses.

“If faith remain, thou needst not die—
Faith, life’s support and company :
Strike up a tune,
And very soon
Belike they ’1l ope that door to thee.””!

b« Cur tamen hic moriere, fides si vivida restat !
Illa comes vitze, subsidinmque fides.
Tende fidem, et digitis impelle fideliter istis ;
Credibile hane clausas pandere posse fores.”—
Hesi Emblem., 1ib. i. Emb, xxiv,
VOL. IIT. N N



546 HISTORY OF THE JESUITS.

Hope is very strikingly typified by « kettle on a
blazing fire ; “ whilst Charity, which is patient,” appears
in the shape of the cobbler’s work, pierced and threaded
on all sides, with this vigorous little angel and the verses
below.

— Patientia mater amantium est.
Quid, ¢ deliciose, delicate,
[ctos ferre times, amoris ictus ?
Non his frangitur ille, sed ligatur ;
Neu dissolvitur, at redintegratur.
Jungunt vulnera cara dissidentes ;
Et unum poteris timere punctum 2!

Think not, however, that the Jesuit-mind confined
itself to these pleasing, though somewhat irreverent
symbols. The Jesuit-spiritualists aimed at effect : by
emblems, they captivated attention : hence the number-
less pious books which they accompanied with illustra-
tions. Whilst Hesus tickled the fancy, the awful
Drexelius struck terror into the stoutest heart by his
pictures of “ Hell, the Prison, and Fire of the Damned.?”
No adequate idea can be given of this horrible and

I Hesi Emblem., lib. iii. emb. vii.
? Infernus Damnatorum Carcer et Rogus, ab Hier. Drexelio, Soe. Jesu, 1632.

















































































THEY CONSTRUCT THE FIRST BALLOON. 573

his balloon, and offered to exhibit his experiment. The
Portuguese Inquisition took alarm—the Jesuit made a
joke of their perturbation, and, by way of encouragement,
he told them laughingly, that if they liked, he would,
at one stroke, raise up into air both the holy office
and the grand inquisitor together! This was out-
rageous :—the people gave out that the Jesuit was
possessed of a devil; and the inquisitors summoned
him to their tribunal on a charge of magic. Vain was
his defence of his invention, in which he boldly per-
sisted : he was thrown into a dungeon ; but his brother
Jesuits succeeded in obtaining his liberation, or rather
his escape from the hands of exasperated bigotry, at a
time when doom was darkening on the fortunes of the
Company.

Such were the labours of the Jesuits—wild and
universal—a gorgeous phantasmagoria around the ele-
ments of ruin and destruction within, expanding, hand
in hand, with all the outward glories of the Company
of Jesus.




BOOK X. or, BROUET.

IN 1640, the Company had celebrated her “secular
year,” or centennial anniversary — “an infant of a
hundred years.” Vast were the rejoicings of the
members on that festive occasion. Numberless extra-
vagant poems, emblems, allegories, besides the Imago,
glorified the event with pomp and magnificence—all
the world was forced to open its million eyes to the
wealth, talent, and therefore power, of the imperial
Company.

On that occasion, Vitelleschi, the general, addressed
to the fathers and brothers of the Company a memora-
ble epistle. It was, indeed, an occasion of triumph—a
glorious jubilee for all ;—but prophetic sounds boomed,
with the stifled muttering of the muffled horn, sounding
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