Frontenac Edition

FRANCIS PARKMAN’S WORKS

VOLUME FCUR



i g rsioug wpmy A Cbgr iy buddey
Bty [ paneg




Father Jogues barangued the Mobawks.



Frowtenwae GUition

The

Jesuits in North America

in the

Seventeenth Century

[France and England in North America
Part Second |

BY

FRANCIS PARKMAN

IN TWO VOLUMES

VoruMme Two

BOSTON: LITTLE, BROWWN, & CO.
CHICAGO AND ST. LOUIS
E. HOLDOWAY AND COMPANY

190I



Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1867,
By Francis Parkwman,

In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the District
of Massachusetts.

Copyright 1895,
By Grace P. Corrin aND KATHERINE S. COOLIDGE.

Copyright, 1897,

By LitTLE, BROwN, AND COMPANY.

All rights reserved.

Tniversity Press:

Joun Wirson awp Sow, Camprince, U.S5. A.



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XV.
1636-1642.

VILLEMARIE DE MONTREAL.
Pace
Dauversitre and the Voice from Heaven.— Abbé Olier. —

Their Schemes. — The Society of Notre-Dame de Mont-
real. — Maisonnenve. — Devont Ladies. — Mademoiselle
Mance. — Marguerite Bourgeoys. — The Montrealists at
Quebec, — Jealousy. — Quarrels. — Romance and Devotion.
— Embarkation. — Foundation of Montreal . . . . . . 3

CHAPTER XVL
1641-1644.
ISAAC JOGUES.

The Iroguois War.—Jogues: his Capture; his Journey to the
Mohawks. — Lake George. —The Mohawk Towns. —The
Missionary tortured. — Death of Goupil. — Misery of Jogues.

— The Mohawk * Babylon.” — Fort Orange.— Escape of
Jogues. — Manhattan. — The Voyage to France.— Jogues
among his Brethren; he returns to Canada . . . . . . 27

CHAPTER XVIL
1641-1646.
THE IROQUOIS. — BRESSANI. — DE NOUE.

War. — Distress and Terror. — Richelien. — Battle. — Ruin of
Indian Tribes. — Mutual Destruetion. — Iroquois and Algon-
quin, — Atrocities. — Frightful Position of the French.—
Joseph Bressani: his Capture; his Treatment; his Escape.

—~ Anne de Nou#: his Nocturnal Journey; his Death . . . 57



vi CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XVIIL
1642-1644.

VILLEMARIE.

Infaney of Montreal. —The Flood. — Vow of Maisonnenve. —
Pilgrimage. — D’Ailleboust. — The Hotel-Dien. — Piety. —
Propagandism. — War. — Hurons and Iroquois. — Dogs. —
Sally of the French, — Battle. — Exploit of Maisonneuve .

CHAPTER XIX.
1644, 1645,
PEACE.

Iroquois Prisoners, — Piskaret: his Exploits. — More Pris-
oners. — Iroquois FEmbassy. — The Orator. — The Great
Council. — Speeches of Kiotsaton.— Muster of Savages. —
Peaceconfirmed . . .« « ¢ « o s v 6 oo ox e oa e

CHAPTER XX.
1645, 1646.
THE PEACE BROKEN.

Uncertainties, — The Mission of Jogues: he reaches the Mo-
hawks; his Reception; his Return; his Second Mission.—
Warnings of Danger.—Rage of the Mohawks, — Murder
of JOgMAB: & % i @ W s B e e G W i w e oo

CHAPTER XXI.
1646, 1647.
ANOTHER WAR.

Mohawk Inroads.— The Hunters of Men.— The Captive Con-
verts. —T'he Iiscape of Marie: her Story.— The Algon-
quin Prisoner’s Reveuge: her Flight. — Terror of the Colon-
iste, — Jesuit Intrepidity . . . . .

PAGE

95

116

126



CONTENTS. vii

CHAPTER XXIL
1645-1651.

PRIEST AND PURITAN. g
AGE
Miscoun, — Tadounssac. — Journeys of De Quen. — Druilletes: his
Winter with the Montagnais. — Influence of the Missions.
— The Abenakis. — Druilletes on the Kennebec: his Em-
bassy to Beston. — Gibhons. — Dudley. — Bradford. — Eliot.
— Endicott. — French and Puritan Colonization. — Failure of
Druilletes’s Embassy. — New Regulations. — New-Year's Day
RS A o G B o i D e a e B o o e

CHAPTER XXIIL
1645-1648.
A DOOMED NATION,

Indian Infatnation. — Iroquois and Huron.— Huron Trinmphs.
—The Captive Iroquois: his Ferocity and Fortitude. —
Partisan Exploits. — Diplomacy. — The Andastes. — The
Huron Embassy. — New Negotiations. — The Iroquois Am-
bassador: his Suicide. — Iroquois Honor . . . . . . . 157

CHAPTER XXIV.
1645-1648.
THE HURON CHURCH.

Hopes of the Mission. — Christian and Heathen. — Body and
Soul. — Position of I'roselytes. — The Huron Girl’s Visit to
Heaven.— A Crisis. — Huron Justice. — Murder and Atone-
ment,— Hopesand Fears . . , ., . . . . . . . . . 171

CHAPTER XXV.
1648, 1649,
SAINTE MARIE.
The Centre of the Missions. — Fort. — Convent, — Hospital, —
Caravansary. — Church. — The Inmates of Sainte Marie.—

Domestic Economy. — Missions. — A Meeting of Jesuits, —
The Dead Missionary . . . . S sl G SR



viii CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XXVL
1648,

ANTOINE DANIEL. -
AGE
Huron Traders. — Battle at Three Rivers. — St. Joseph. — On-

set of the Iroquois. — Death of Daniel. — The Town destroyed 197

CHAPTER XXVIL
1649,
RUIN OF THE HURONS.

8t. Louis on Fire. — Invasion. — St. Tgnace captured. — Brébeunf
and Lalemant. — Battle at St. Louis. — Sainte Marie threat-
ened. — Renewed Fighting. — Desperate Conflict. — A Night
of Suspense. — Panic among the Victors. — Burning of St.
Ignace. — Retreat of the Iroquois . . . . . . . . . . 202

CHAPTER XXVIIL
1649.
THE MARTYRS.

The Ruins of St. Ignace. — The Relics found. — Brébeuf at the
Stake: his Unconquerable Fortitude. — Lalemant. — Rene-
gade Hurons. — Iroquois Atrocities. — Death of Brébeuf :
his Character.— Death of Lalemant . . , . . . . . . 211

CHAPTER XXIX.
1649, 1650.

THE SANCTUARY.

Dispersion of the Hurons. — Sainte Marie abandoned. — Isle St.
Joseph. — Removal of the Mission.—The New Fort.—
Misery of the Hurons. — Famine.— Epidemic. — Employ-
ments-of tho JeBuits.: = - < = o = o s 1 = ow b oo 218

CHAPTER XXX.
1649,
GARNIER. — CHABANEL.

The Tohaceo Missions, — St. Jean attacked. — Death of Garnier.
— The Journey of Chabanel: his Death. — Garrean and
CFelont | L a8 e T raaS qpn SRS b st o mab et e o DT



CONTENTS, ix

CHAPTER XXXIL
1650-1652.

THE HURON MISSION ABANDONED.

PacE
Famine and the Tomahawk. — A New Asylum. — Voyage of the

Refugees to Quebec. — Meeting with Bressani. — Desperate
Courage of the Iroquois. — Inroads and Battles. — Death of
110120 SO N A S e e e A S

CHAPTER XXXIL
1650-1866.
THE LAST OF THE HURONS.

Fate of the Vanquished. — The Refugees of St. Jean Baptiste
and St. Michel. — The Tobacco Nation and its Wanderings.
— The Modern Wyandots.— The Biter Bit.— The Hurons
at Quebec. — Notre-Dame de Lorette . . . . . . . . . 249

CHAPTER XXXIIL
1650-1670.
THE DESTROYERS.

Iroquois Ambition. — Its Victims. — The Fate of the Neutrals.
— The Fate of the Eries. — The War with the Andastes.—
Supremacy of the Iroquois o oo ed @ 200

CHAPTER XXXIV.
THE END.

Failure of the Jesuits. — What their Success wounld have in-
volved. — Future of the Mission

INDEX &35 & & & &



Illustrations

VOLUME IL

FatHER JOGUES HARANGUES THE Monmawks . . . . Frontispiecs

Phatogravured by Goupil and Co., Paris, from a draw-
ing by Thule de Thulstrup

JeAN Jacques OLIER . . . s as bt val ve n doGOE
From the original painting in t)w Semanary St. Sulpice,
Paris.
First Mass AT MoNTREAL . . . . . o o

From the bas-relief on the Maisonneuve J[amm:enr in the
Place d’ Armes, Montreal, by Philippe Hebert.
Barrie o Forr St. Louvis . . . o i R e

From a drawing by Thule de T?nds.!wp

Tae Jesvir MARTYRS.

- - . . . - »
From an engraving by Gregoire Huret in “ Historiee
Canadensis sev Nove Francie Libri Decem.”

4

24

205

212



THE JESUITS IN NORTH AMERICA.



THE

JESUITS IN NORTH AMERICA.

CHAPTER XV.
1636-1642.
VILLEMARIE DE MONTREAL.

DAuvERSIERE AND THE VoicE From HEAVEN, — Apek OLIER. —
Tueir ScHEMES. —THE Society oF NOTRE-DAME DE Moxt-
REAL, — MAISONNEUVE, — DEvour LADIES, — MADEMOISELLE
Maxce, — MARGUERITE BoURGEOYS, — THE MONTREALISTS AT
QueEsECc. — JEALOUSY. — QUARRELS. — RoMANCE AND DEvVOTION,
— ExBARKATION. — FOUNDATION OF MONTREAL,

WE come now to an enterprise as singular in its
character as it proved important in its results.

At La Fléche, in Anjou, dwelt one Jéréme le
Royer de la Dauversiére, receiver of taxes. His por-
trait shows us a round, bourgeois face, somewhat
heavy perhaps, decorated with a slight moustache,
and redeemed by bright and earnest eyes. On his
head he wears a black skull-cap; and over his ample
shoulders spreads a stiff white collar, of wide expanse
and studious plainness. Though he belonged to the
noblesse, his look is that of a grave burgher, of good
renown and sage deportment. Dauversiére was, how-
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The First Mass at Monireal.












CHAPTER XVI.
1641-1644.
ISAAC JOGUES.

Tue Iroquois War.—Jocues: mis CapTure; ms JOURNEY TO
THE MonAwEKs, — LAKE GeEORGE.— THE Monawk Towxs,.—
Tue MissioNarY TorTUvrRED. — DEATH OF GoOUurIL, — MISERY
or Jocues,—ThHE Momawk “Bapyroy.”—Forr OrANGE.—
Escare oF JOGUES, — MANHATTAN. — THE Vovace 10 FraNcE.
—JoGuEs AMONG HIS BRETHREN; HE RETURNS TO Cawapa.

THE waters of the St. Lawrence rolled through a
virgin wilderness, where, in the vastness of the lonely
woodlands, civilized man found a precarious harbor-
age at three points only, —at Quebec, at Montreal,
and at Three Rivers. Here and in the scattered mis-
sions was the whole of New France, — a population
of some three hundred souls in all. And now, over
these miserable settlements, rose a war-cloud of
frightful portent.

It was thirty-two years since Champlain had first
attacked the Iroquois.! They had nursed their wrath
for more than a generation, and at length their hour
was come. The Dutch traders at Fort Orange, now

1 See “ Pioneers of France,” ii. 175.


























































































CHAPTER XVII.
1641-1646.
THE TROQUOIS,— BRESSANI,—DE NOUE,

War.— DistrEss AxDp TERROR. — RicHELIEU, — BaTTLE, — RUIN
or Ixprax Tripes,— Morvarn DesrrverioN, — IRoQUOIS AND
AvrcoNquiy, — Arrocities, — Fricurrvrn DPosiTion oF THE
Frexcu, —Josern Bressaxi: mis CApTURE; HIS TREATMENT;
n1s Escare.— ANNE DE Nou®: mi1s NOCTURNAL JOURNEY;
H1s DEATH.

Two forces were battling for the mastery of Can-
ada: on the one side, Christ, the Virgin, and the
Angels, with their agents the priests; on the other,
the Devil, and his tools the Iroquois. Such at least
was the view of the case held in full faith, not by
the Jesuit Fathers alone, but by most of the colo-
nists. Never before had the fiend put forth such
rage; and in the Iroquois he found instruments of
a nature not uncongenial with his own.

At Quebee, Three Rivers, Montreal, and the little
fort of Richelieu, — that is to say, in all Canada, —
no man could hunt, fish, till the fields, or cut a tree
in the forest, without peril to his scalp. The Iro-
quois were everywhere, and nowhere. A yell, a vol-
ley of bullets, a rush of screeching savages, and all














































































1048.) BUCCONRS, K8

wor, whe wecepted  his o wuit, on condition that she
shauld prewereve, to the hiour of hor deth, the state
to which Holy Chureh hive nlwiys aseribed s peculiar
merit, ! DA ehoust mmrevied her; and when, soon
wflar, he coneeived the purpose of devoting his life to
Uhe worke of the Faith in Candis, he invited  his
minidan wpouse Lo go with bhim,  8he refused, and
forbidg him 1o mention the sobject agnin,  Her
heslbh wise indifferent, and ahout thig time she foll
L Awoa bt venorty she e promise o God that
(1 e would restora her, she would go to Canada
with bier loshined 3 awned Torthwith her muladion cemsed,
Sl hor roluctunes continmed ;. whe henitisled, and
then veloned nging whon an inward light ravenled
Lo hier Chat it wis her doty to east her ot in the
wildernew,  Bho necordingly amburked with D"Aille-
howat,  necompunied by her wistar, - Mademoinello
Philipping de Bowlogne, who lied canght the contia-
gion ol her zeal. The presence of  thews  dimmols
warld, to all wppesneey e pther a burden than s
profit to the colonints, bewet wn they then wers hy
I, and aften in poeril of wtarvation; but the
spectncla of their swrdor, we dininterented as ib wis
cxtmvigint, wonld werve to exalt the religious enthu-
it which alone wis the life of Villemario,
Their vewsel pasgied inowfety the Troguoin who
witlehed the 856 Lawrenceo, and it arevivid (illed the

! .Illl'lnrl'l‘llil' Hiatofee oo U'Hdtel Dian de (zfiﬂw‘-'_ 290, he cans
Fosaor told DA ebiiat that 0F he porsiadod Bis wifo to hronk her
vow of contienee, * Chad wonbil ehaatlse Bilme tereilily,”  ‘The nun
Wistorinn wilda that, undeterred by the mennce, e telod and fullod,

































94 VILLEMARIE. (1644.

Quebec and Montreal are happy in their founders.
Samuel de Champlain and Chomedey de Maisonneuve
are among the names that shine with a fair and honest
lustre on the infancy of nations.

the “Cathedral.” Faillon thinks that Maisonneuve’s exploit was

achieved on this very spot.
Marguerite Bourgeoys also describes the affair in her unpub-

lished writings.



CHAPTER XIX.
1644, 1645.

PEACE.

Iroquors PrisoNers.— Pisgarer: mig Exprorrs.— More Pris-
ONERS, — Iroquors Empassy. — THE OraTor. — THE GREAT
Couxcin, — Sreecues oF K1otsatox, — MUSTER OF SAVAGES. —
Prace CoNFIRMED,

IN the damp and freshness of a midsummer morn-
ing, when the sun had not yet risen, but when the
river and the sky were red with the glory of approach-
ing day, the inmates of the fort at Three Rivers were
roused by a tumult of joyous and exultant voices.
They thronged to the shore, — priests, soldiers,
traders, and officers, mingled with warriors and
shrill-voiced squaws from Huron and Algonquin
camps in the neighboring forest. Close at hand they
saw twelve or fifteen canoes slowly drifting down the
current of the St. Lawrence, manned by eighty young
Indians, all singing their songs of victory, and strik-
ing their paddles against the edges of their bark ves-
sels in cadence with their voices. Among them three
Iroquois prisoners stood upright, singing loud and
defiantly, as men not fearing torture or death.




























































1645.] PEACE CONFIRMED. 115

There was peace in this dark and blood-stained
wilderness. The lynx, the panther, and the wolf
had made a covenant of love; but who should be
their surety? A doubt and a fear mingled with the
joy of the Jesuit Fathers; and to their thanksgivings
to God they joined a prayer, that the hand which had
given might still be stretched forth to preserve.


































































CHAPTER XXII.
1645-1651.
PRIEST AND PURITAN.

Miscov. — Tapovssac.—Jouvrxeys oF De Ques.—DRUILLETES:
H1s WiNTER WITH THE MONTAGNAIS, — INFLUENCE OF THE Mis-
810N8, — THE ABENAKIS. — DRUILLETES oN THE KENNEBEC : mIS
EumBassy 10 Bostoy., — Gipsons, — DUpLEY, — BRADFORD, —
Evrior. — Expicort. — FrexcH axp Puritay CoroNizaTiow, —
FarLvre oF DruiLietes's Exmpassy.— New RecurnaTioxs.—
NEw-YEAR'S Day At Quenec.

BEeroRE passing to the closing scenes of this wil-
derness drama, we will touch briefly on a few points
aside from its main action, yet essential to an under-
standing of the scope of the mission. Besides their
establishments at Quebec, Sillery, Three Rivers, and
the neighborhood of Lake Huron, the Jesuits had an
outlying post at the island of Miscou on the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, near the entrance of the Bay of
Chaleurs, where they instructed the wandering sav-
ages of those shores, and confessed the French fisher-
men. The island was unhealthy in the extreme.
Several of the priests sickened and died; and scarcely
one convert repaid their toils. There was a more
successful mission at Tadoussac, or Sadilege, as the
neighboring Indians called it. In winter, this place

























































156 PRIEST AND PURITAN. [1645-51.

Beauport, and a member of the Council ; Des Chitelets was one of
the earliest settlers, and connected by marriage with Giffard; Cou-
illard was son-in-law of the first settler, Hébert; Mademoiselle de
Repentigny was daughter of Le Gardeur de Repentigny, commander
of the fleet; Madame de la Peltrie has been described already;
Bourdon was chief engineer of the colony; Abraham was Abraham
Martin, pilot for the King on the St. Lawrence, from whom the his-
toric Plains of Abraham received their name. (See Ferland, Notes
sur Registres, 16,) The rest were servants, or persons of humble
station.













































CHAPTER XXIV,
1645-1648.
THE HURON CHURCH.

Hores or THE MissioN. — CurisTiAN AND HEATHEN, -~ Bony AND
Sovr. — PositioNy oF ProserLyTes. — Tue Hrrox Giru's Visit
10 HEeEAavEN.— A Crisis. — Hurox JusticeE. — MURDER AND
ATONEMENT, — HoPEs AND FEaRs.

How did it fare with the missions in these days
of woe and terror? They had thriven beyond hope.
The Hurons, in their time of trouble, had become
tractable. They humbled themselves, and, in their
desolation and despair, came for succor to the priests.
There was a harvest of converts, not only exceeding
in numbers that of all former years, but giving in
many cases undeniable proofs of sincerity and fer-
vor. In some towns the Christians outnumbered the
heathen, and in nearly all they formed a strong
party. The mission of La Conception, or Ossossané,
was the most successful. Here there were now a
church and one or more resident Jesuits, —as also
at St. Joseph, St. Ignace, St. Michel, and St. Jean
Baptiste: ! for we have seen that the Huron towns
were christened with names of saints. Each church

1 Ragueneau, Relation des Hurons, 1646, 56,




































1648.] PORTENTS OF WAR. 183

The priests on their part gave presents, as tokens
of good-will; and with that the assembly dispersed.
The mission had gained a triumph, and its influence
was greatly strengthened. The future would have
been full of hope but for the portentous cloud of war
that rose, black and wrathful, from where lay the
dens of the Iroquois.







































196 SAINTE MARIE. [1649.

his story, — no doubt he believed it himself; and they
consoled one another with the thought, that, in losing
their colleague on earth, they had gained him as a
powerful intercessor in heaven. Daniel’s station had
been at St. Joseph; but the mission and the mis-
sionary had alike ceased to exist.

bien-heureux tant de choses lui vinrent & l'esprit pour les lui
demander, qu'il ne savoit pas oii commencer son entretien avec ce
cher défunt. Enfin, lui dit-il: * Apprenez moi, mon Pére, ce que ie
dois faire pour étre bien agréable & Dieu.”—‘Jamais,’ répondit le
martyr, ‘ne perdez le souvenir de vos péchés.’” — Suite de la Vie de
Chaumonot, 11,



CHAPTER XXVI.

1648.
ANTOINE DANIEL.

Hrro¥ TrRADERS, — BATTLE AT Turee Rivers.—St, Josepn.—
Oxser orF THE Iroguois, —Deatn oF Daxier, —Tne Towxs
DESTROYED.

IN the summer of 1647 the Hurons dared not go
down to the French settlements, but in the following
year they took heart, and resolved at all risks to make
the attempt; for the kettles, hatchets, and knives of
the traders had become necessaries of life. Two
hundred and fifty of their best warriors therefore
embarked, under five valiant chiefs. They made the
voyage in safety, approached Three Rivers on the
seventeenth of July, and, running their canoes ashore
among the bulrushes, began to grease their hair, paint
their faces, and otherwise adorn themselves, that they
might appear after a befitting fashion at the fort.
While they were thus engaged, the alarm was
sounded. Some of their warriors had discovered a
large body of Troquois, who for several days had been
lurking in the forest, unknown to the French gar-
rison, watching their opportunity to strike a blow.
The Hurons snatched their arms, and, half-greased
and painted, ran to meet them. The Iroquois re-
























Battle of Fort St. Louis.
























CHAPTER XXVIII.
1649.
THE MARTYRS.

Tue Ruixs or St. Ioyace.—TrE REeLics rouNp, — BrEBEUF AT
THE STAKE: HIS UNCONQUERABLE FORTITUDE. — LALEMANT, —
Resecape Horoxs. —Iroguors AtrociTies.— DeEATH oF BrE-
BEUF: 118 CHARACTER. — DEATH OF LALEMANT.

O~ the morning of the twentieth, the Jesuits at
Sainte Marie received full confirmation of the reported
retreat of the invaders; and one of them, with seven
armed Frenchmen, set out for the scene of havoc.
They passed St. Louis, where the bloody ground was
strewn thick with corpses, and, two or three miles
farther on, reached St. Ignace. Here they saw a
spectacle of horror; for among the ashes of the burnt
town were scattered in profusion the half-consumed
bodies of those who had perished in the flames.  Apart
from the rest, they saw a sight that banished all else
from their thoughts; for they found what they had
come to seek, — the scorched and mangled relics of
Brébeuf and Lalemant.!

1 “Ils y trouuerent vn spectacle d'horreur, les restes de la cruauté
mesme, ou plus tost les restes de l'amour de Dieu, qui seul triomphe

dans la mort des Martyrs.” — Ragueneau, Relation des Hurons,
1649, 13,






The Jesuit Martyrs.
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1649.] QUALITIES OF BREBEUF. 217

are brought forward,—as obedience, humility, ete.; but wherever
Brébeuf himself appears in the course of those voluminous records,
he always brings with him an impression of power.

We are told that, punning on his own name, he used to say that
he was an ox, fit only to bear burdens. This sort of humility may
pass for what it is worth; but it must be remembered that there is
a kind of acting in which the actor firmly believes in the part he is
playing. As for the obedience, it was as genuine as that of a well-
disciplined soldier, and incomparably more profound. In the case
of the Canadian Jesuits, posterity owes to this, their favorite virtue,
the record of numerous visions, inward voices, and the like miracles,
which the object of these favors set down on paper, at the command
of his Superior; while, otherwise, humility would have concealed
them forever. The truth is, that, with some of these missionaries,
one may throw off trash and nonsense by the cart-load, and find
under it all a solid nucleus of saint and hero.

























































236 CHABANEL. [1649.

giving no sign of fear, passed through the crowd and
entered the lodge unharmed. Hatchets were bran-
dished over them, but no one would be the first to
strike. Their converts were amazed at their escape,
and they themselves ascribed it to the interposition of
a protecting Providence. The Huron missionaries
were doubly in danger, — not more from the Iroquois
than from the blind rage of those who should have
been their friends.!

1 Ragueneau, Relation des Hurons, 1650, 20.

One of these two missionaries, Garreau, was afterwards killed
by the Iroquois, who shot him through the spine, in 1656, near
Montreal. De Quen, Relation, 1656, 41.




































248 THE HURON MISSION ABANDONED. [1652.

forest, among the wet, black trees, over tangled
roots, green, spongy mosses, mouldering leaves, and *
rotten, prostrate trunks, while the cataract foamed
amidst the rocks hard by. The Indian led the way
with the canoe on his head, while Buteux and the
other Frenchman followed with the baggage. Sud-
denly they were set upon by a troop of Iroquois, who
had erouched behind thickets, rocks, and fallen trees,
to waylay them. The Huron was captured before he
had time to fly. Buteux and the Frenchman tried
to escape, but were instantly shot down, the Jesuit
receiving two balls in the breast. The Iroquois
rushed upon them, mangled their bodies with toma-
hawks and swords, stripped them, and then flung
them into the torrent.!

1 Raguenean, Relation, 1652, 2, 3.




































CHAPTER XXXIIL
1650-1670.
THE DESTROYERS.

Troquois AmprrioN, — Its Vicrius, — Tae Fare or tHE NEU-
TrALS, — Tue Fate or THE Eries. — THE WAR WwWITH THE
ANDASTES, — SUPREMACY OF THE IroqQuois.

It was well for the European colonies, above all
for those of England, that the wisdom of the Iroquois
was but the wisdom of savages. Their sagacity is
past denying, — it showed itself in many ways; but
it was not equal to a comprehension of their own
situation and that of their race. Could they have
read their destiny and curbed their mad ambition,
they might have leagued with themselves four great
communities of kindred lineage, to resist the encroach-
ments of civilization and oppose a barrier of fire to
the spread of the young colonies of the East. But
their organization and their intelligence were merely
the instruments of a blind frenzy, which impelled
them to destroy those whom they might have made
their allies in a common cause.

Of the four kindred communities, two at least —
the Hurons and the Neutrals — were probably
superior in numbers to the Iroquois. Either one of













































THE GREAT WEST. 275

that Providence is clear as the sun at noon. Mean-
while let those who have prevailed yield due honor
to the defeated. Their virtues shine amidst the
rubbish of error, like diamonds and gold in the gravel
of the torrent.

But now new scenes succeed, and other actors
enter on the stage, a hardy and valiant band, moulded
to endure and dare, — the Discoverers of the Great
West.

END OF VOL. II.
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