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PREFACE.

Frew passages of history are more striking
than those which record the efforts of the earlier
French Jesuits to convert the Indians. Full as
they are of dramatic and philosophic interest,
bearing strongly on the political destinies of
America, and closely involved with the history
of its native population, it is wonderful that
they have been left so long in obscurity. While
the infant colonies of England still clung feebly
to the shores of the Atlantic, events deeply
ominous to their future were In progress, un-
known to them, in the very heart of the con-
tinent. It will be seen, in the sequel of this
volume, that civil and religious liberty found
strange allies in this Western World.

The sources of information concerning the
early Jesuits of New France are very copious.
During a period of forty years, the Superior of
the Mission sent, every summer, long and de-









viii PREFACE.

valuable aid from Mr. J. G. Shea, Rev. Felix
Martin, S.J., the Abbés Laverdiere and H. R.
Casgrain, Dr. J. C. Taché, and the late Jacques
Viger, Esq.

I propose to devote the next volume of this
series to the discovery and occupation by the
French of the Valley of the Mississippi.

Bosrox, 1st May, 1867.
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THE

JESUITS IN NORTH AMERICA.

INTRODUCTION.
NATIVE TRIBES.

Drvisions.— Tue Arconquins.— Tue Huoroxs: tHEIR HousEes;
Fortiricatioss; Hasirs; Arrs; Woumew; Trape; Festivi-
T1ES ; MEDICINE. — THE ToBacco NatioN.— TuHE NEUTRALS. —
Tae Eries.— Tue Axpastes.— Tue Iroquois: SociAL AND
Porrticar. Orcaxization. — Iroguors Instrrvrions, Custous,
AND CHARACTER. — I¥DIAN RELIGION AND SUPERSTITIONS. —
Tae Ixpiaxy Minp.

AmEerica, when it became known to Europeans,
was, as it had long been, a scene of wide-spread
revolution. North and South, tribe was giving place
to tribe, language to language; for the Indian, hope-
lessly unchanging in respect to individual and social
development, was, as regarded tribal relations and
local haunts, mutable as the wind. In Canada and
the northern section of the United States, the elements
of change were especially active. The Indian popu-
lation which, in 1535, Cartier found at Montreal and
Quebec, had disappeared at the opening of the next
century, and another race had succeeded, in language


























































































































































































































































































CHAPTER II
LOYOLA AND THE JESUITS.

CoxversioN oOF LovorLA, — FOUNDATION OF THE SOCIETY OF
Jesus, — PREPARATION OF THE NoOVICE. — CHARACTERISTICS OF
tHE ORDER.— Tue CAxapiay Jesvrrs.

It was an evil day for new-born Protestantism
when a French artilleryman fired the shot that struck
down Ignatius Loyola in the breach of Pampeluna.
A proud noble, an aspiring soldier, a graceful
courtier, an ardent and daring gallant was meta-
morphosed by that stroke into the zealot whose brain
engendered and brought forth the mighty Society of
Jesus. His story is a familiar one, — how, in the
solitude of his sick-room, a change came over him,
upheaving, like an earthquake, all the forces of his
nature; how, in the cave of Manresa, the mysteries
of Heaven were revealed to him; how he passed from
agonies to transports, from transports to the calm of
a determined purpose. The soldier gave himself to
a new warfare. In the forge of his great intellect,
heated, but not disturbed by the intense fires of his
zeal, was wrought the prodigious enginery whose
power has been felt to the uttermost confines of the
world.















100 LOYOLA AND THE JESUITS.

contradictions, this moral Proteus, the faintest sketch
must now suffice. A disquisition on the Society of
Jesus would be without end. No religious Order
has ever united in itself so much to be admired and
so much to be detested. Unmixed praise has been
poured on its Canadian members. It is not for me
to eulogize them, but to portray them as they were.



























1633.] THE WINTER HUNT. 109

most noted “medicine-man,” or, as the Jesuits called
him, sorcerer, in the tribe of the Montagnais. Like
the rest of their people, they were accustomed to set
out for their winter hunt in the autumn, after the
close of their eecl-fishery. Le Jeune, despite the
experience of De Nou#, had long had a mind to
accompany one of these roving bands, partly in the
hope that in some hour of distress he might touch
their hearts, or, by a timely drop of baptismal water,
dismiss some dying child to paradise, but chiefly
with the object of mastering their language. Pierre
had rejoined his brothers; and, as the hunting season
drew near, they all begged the missionary to make
one of their party, — not, as he thought, out of any
love for him, but solely with a view to the provis-
ions with which they doubted not he would be well
supplied. Le Jeune, distrustful of the sorcerer,
demurred, but at length resolved to go.



















































































































































158 BREBEUF AND HIS ASSOCIATES. [1635.

would make their abode with them.! As yet, the
results of the mission had been faint and few; but
the priests toiled on courageously, high in hope that
an abundant harvest of souls would one day reward
their labors.

1 Brébeuf preserves a speech made to him by one of these chiefs,
as a specimen of Huron eloquence. — Relation des Hurons, 1636, 123















1636.] THE GREAT SEPULCHRE. 163

for the processions of mourners were fast arriving,
and the throng was swelled by invited guests of other
tribes. Funeral games were in progress, the young
men and women practising archery and other exer-
cises, for prizes offered by the mourners in the name
of their dead relatives.! Some of the chiefs con-
ducted Brébeuf and his companions to the place pre-
pared for the ceremony. It was a cleared area in the
forest, many acres in extent. In the midst was a pit,
about ten feet deep and thirty feet wide. Around it
was reared a high and strong scaffolding; and on this
were planted numerous upright poles, with cross-
poles extended between, for hanging the funeral gifts
and the remains of the dead.

Meanwhile there was a long delay. The Jesuits
were lodged in a house where more than a hundred
of these bundles of mortality were hanging from the
rafters. Some were mere shapeless rolls; others
were made up into clumsy effigies, adorned with
feathers, beads, and belts of dyed porcupine-quills.
Amidst this throng of the living and the dead, the
priests spent a night which the imagination and the
senses conspired to render almost insupportable.

At length the officiating chiefs gave the word to
prepare for the ceremony. The relics were taken
down, opened for the last time, and the bones ca-
ressed and fondled by the women amid paroxysms of

1 Funeral games were not confined to the Hurons and Iroquois:
Perrot mentions having seen them among the Ottawas. An illus
trated description of them will be found in Lafitau.
























1637.] THE SACRIFICE. 171

prisoner is too revolting to be dwelt upon. One of the most
atrocious features of the scene was the alternation of raillery
and ironical compliment which attended it throughout, as well
as the pains taken to preserve life and consciousness in the vie-
tim as long as possible. Portions of his flesh were afterwards
devoured.




















































































1637.] SELF-DEVOTION. 199

nomena is the province of psychology, and not of his-
tory. Their occurrence is no matter of surprise, and
it would be superfluous to doubt that they were re-
counted in good faith, and with a full belief in their
reality.

In these enthusiasts we shall find striking examples
of one of the morbid forces of human nature; yet in
candor let us do honor to what was genuine in them,
— that principle of self-abnegation which is the life
of true religion, and which is vital no less to the
highest forms of heroism.

Brébeuf, when they were together in the Neutral country. See also
the long notice of Brébeuf, written by his colleague, Ragueneau,
in the Relation of 1649 ; and Tanner, Societas Jesu Militans, 533.
























Le Jeune baptizing Indian Children.




































1637-40.] CONSOLATIONS. 217

himself with the hope that the daily life of the mis-
sionaries may be accepted as a living martyrdom;
since abuse and threats without end, the smoke,
fleas, filth, and dogs of the Indian lodges, — which
are, he says, little images of Hell, — cold, hunger,
and ceaseless anxiety, and all these continued for
years, are a portion to which many might prefer the
stroke of a tomahawk. Reasonable as the Father’s
hope may be, its expression proved needless in the
sequel; for the Huron church was not destined to
suffer from a lack of martyrdom in any form.

consideré la gloire qui renient & Dieu de la constance des Martyrs,
du sang desquels tout le reste de la terre ayant tantost esté abreuud,
ce seroit vne espece de malediction, que ce quartier du monde ne
participast point au bonheur d'auoir contribué a l'esclat de ceste
gloire.” — Lalemant, Relation des Hurons, 1639, 56, 57,




































1638-40.] THE CANNIBALS AT ST. JOSEPH. 229

ful tortures, though not before several had been con-
verted and baptized. The torture was followed, in
spite of the remonstrances of the priests, by those
cannibal feasts customary with the Hurons on such
occasions. Onece, when the Fathers had been strenu-
ous in their denunciations, a hand of the vicetim, duly
prepared, was flung in at their door, as an invitation .
to join in the festivity. As the owner of the severed
member had been baptized, they dug a hole in their
chapel, and buried it with solemn rites of sepulture.?

1 Lalemant, Relation des Hurons, 1639, 70.

































240 THE NEUTRALS, [1640.

Again he kneels before the altar, from whose tabla-
ture beams upon him that loveliest of shapes, in
which the imagination of man has embodied the spirit
of Christianity. The illusion overpowers him. A
thrill shakes his frame, and he bows in reverential
rapture. No longer a memory, no longer a dream,
but a visioned presence, distinct and luminous in the
forest shades, the Virgin stands before him. Pros-
trate on the rocky earth, he adores the benign angel
of his ecstatic faith, then turns with rekindled fer-
vors to his stern apostleship.

Now, by the shores of Thunder Bay, the Huron
traders freight their birch vessels for their yearly
voyage; and, embarked with them, let us, too, re-
visit the rock of Quebec.























































































Marie de I'Incarnation.













































280 DEVOTEES AND NUNS. [1639-42,

accumulate merits against the Day of Judgment;
and, on the other, she had a keen appreciation of the
applause which the sacrifice of her fortune and her
acts of piety had gained for her. Mortal vanity takes
many shapes. Sometimes it arrays itself in silk and
jewels; sometimes it walks in sackcloth, and speaks
the language of self-abasement. In the convent, as
in the world, the fair devotee thirsted for admiration.
The halo of saintship glittered in her eyes like a dia-
mond crown, and she aspired to outshine her sisters
in humility. She was as sincere as Simeon Stylites
on his column; and, like him, found encouragement

and comfort in the gazing and wondering eyes
below.!

1 Madame de la Peltrie died in her convent in 1671. Marie de
I'Incarnation died the following year. She had the consolation of
knowing that her son had fulfilled her ardent wishes, and become a
priest.

END OF VOL. L.
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