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viii PREFACE

seems to some an indictment, it is a patient endeavour to
give all the facts, within the compass of the volume, and
enable the reader to form a balanced judgment on the
Society. It is an attempt to understand the Jesuits: to
understand the enthusiasm and fiery attachment of one
half of the Catholic world no less than the disdain or
detestation of the other, to employ the white and the
black, not blended into a monotonous grey but in their
respective places and shades, so as to afford a truthful
picture of the dramatic fortunes of the Society during
nearly four centuries, and some insight into the character
of the men who won for it such ardent devotion and such
intense hostility.

J. M.
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26 THE JESUITS

Pope willed, it would hardly need a miracle to induce
Cardinal Guiddiccioni to read a document which it was
his office to read. Indeed, the statement that he
refused for twelve months to read a paper which the
Pope enjoined him to read is incredible; it was a
good pretext for a change of mind, and for a miracle.
The Society of Jesus was founded on diplomacy.




















































































54 THE JESUITS

enemies. With the opening of 1556, however, he
retired to a great extent from the labours of his office,
and spent his days chiefly in prayer. He died in the
early morning of 31st July 1556, and the struggle for
the succession began.




























































































































































CHAPTER V
PROGRESS AND DECAY UNDER ACQUAVIVA

Tue older of the fathers who obeyed the summons to a
new election, and converged upon the Eternal City,
must have wondered whether it would pass without a
fresh exhibition of the very human passions which the
occasion so frequently revealed amongst them. Father
Oliver Manares had been appointed Vicar-General, and
had announced the election for the spring of 1581. We
remember Manares as the fortunate discoverer of
Huguenot plots at Paris, and then as successfully ousting
Father Palmio from the position of chief assistant to
Mercurian. He had made his way to the steps of the
throne, and the more religious brethren were now
startled to find him shamelessly canvassing for votes,
in spite of the stern prohibition in their Constitutions.
Four of the older fathers were at once appointed to
investigate the charge against him. Bobadilla, impetu-
ous and masterful still in his old age, was one of the
four, but he expressed his resentment of the charge
against his friend so strongly before the inquiry opened
that they had, with great difficulty, to remove him from
the commission: and, when the commissioners found
Manares guilty, he made very sore trouble in the house.
In the end Manares was persuaded to forego his right
of nomination, and Father Acquaviva was elected.
Claude Acquaviva was one of the youngest of the
clectors. Though strenuous work had already begun
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166 THE JESUITS

intrigue which he maintained until his death in 1610
must be read in the spirited narrative of Father Taunton.
His death closes the chief interest of the English mission
under Acquaviva, and we will return to the struggling
apostles at a later stage.


































































































































































CHAPTER 1X

THE STRUGGLE WITH THE JANSENISTS

Tue story of the Jesuits in France from the middle
of the seventeenth to the middle of the eighteenth
century is rich in material for the interpretation of
their character. We find every conceivable type of
Jesuit rising to prominence at some period in the
long chronicle. While a Father Francois Régis or a
Julien Manvir sustains the finest traditions of the
Society by a splendid expenditure of a noble char-
acter in the service of the squalid peasantry, his
colleagues smile indulgently upon the perfumed vices
of nobles and princes, enter into the most unscrupulous
intrigues for the destruction of their theological oppo-
nents, and encourage Louis x1v. in the belief that he
may do penance for his sins on the backs of the
Jansenists and Protestants. While, during a whole
generation, they direct the fingers of the Pope in virtue
of their supreme and peculiar zeal for his authority,
they, in the next generation, secure the praise of the
Parlement and the gratitude of the court by a most
extraordinary intrigue against the Papacy. In the
new-built palace of Versailles they obtain a paramount
influence over the greatest autocrat of modern history ;
they fill the Gallican Church with prelates who will
obey their commands; they crush Protestantism in
France; and they seem to have almost attained the
great ideal of their Society—the control of the courts
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252 THE JESUITS

mouths of its officials and the great body of its clergy,
rejoiced in their fall. They sought at first to parry the
blow with customary manceuvres. Large numbers of
them laid aside their dress and name, and remained to
intrigue against their opponents; and in 1767 the
Paris Parlement decreed that they must all leave the
country. Except for a few who still remained as
private teachers of the young, having ostensibly quitted
the Society, and a few who were sheltered in ultra-
montane localities, the Jesuits were now ignominiously
expelled from the land of St. Louis. And few will read
the long story of their work in France and not acknow-
ledge that it was a just conclusion of their intrigues,
shiftiness, selfishness, thirst for power, unscrupulous
persecution of rivals or opponents, and condescension
to vice and crime.














































































































































































310 THE JESUITS

aspect which we perceive justas clearly: another quality
which we find in the silken courts of China or Siam or
Persia, the blaze of Indian or Brazilian villages, on the
plains of Paraguay or Mexico, and amid the snows of
Canada. It is everywhere, it is identical, and it is
palpable.  These men have fallen from their ideals.
In virtue of a vast and hypocritical system of commerce
they amass wealth and power, defend it with mean
intrigue and violent assault, blunt their moral sense in
pursuit of more, relax into sensuality and are lifted to
arrogance. [t is time that they have a severe lesson.





































































IN THE GERMANIC LANDS 333

princes became sensible of their defects, their seemingly
unassailable prosperity fell with a crash, to the delight
of half of Catholic Europe. It remains only for us to
glance at their fortunes in Italy until the year when the
Pope, whose select regiment they affected to be, ratified
the action of kings and abolished the Society of Jesus
‘“for ever.”
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MRr. EVELEIGH NASH’S
LIST OF NEW BOOKS

MY PASTE™

MR, EOELEIGH NASH /fas ac-

quired the world-rights of a sensational
autobiography written by a relative of
one of the reigning monarchs of Europe.

TVe memoirs, which are now in active
preparation, will be published under the
above title during the London season, butz,
owing to the terms of his agreement with
the personage in question, Mr. Nash is
unable to give particulars at present.
T%e identity of the author and full details
regarding the book will be announced in

April.







MR. EVELEIGH NASH'S NEW BOOKS

SPORTING RECOLLECTIONS OF
AN OLD 'UN

By FRANK N. STREATFEILD, C.M.G.
(Author of « Reminiscences of an Old >Un.”)

Ilustrated Price 7s5. 6d. net.

A book after the heart of all good sportsmen,
brimming over with cheerfulness and good fellow-
ship. The author, who has been a universally
popular figure in sporting circles for over a quarter
of a century, relates many amusing anecdotes on
shooting of every description, ﬁshmg, falconry and
cricket, and has packed his book with incidents of

interest to all who use the rod and gun.

THE ROMANCE OF THE
ROTHSCHILDS

By IGNATIUS BALLA
Ilustrated Price 7s5. 6d. net.

A full and picturesque narrative of the rise of the
House of Rothschild. The characteristics and early
vicissitudes of the famous Five Frankfurters who
laid the foundations of the House are shown, and
many amusing anecdotes are related of them in

Mr. Balla’s book.

Some Earry Press OpinNIONS

“'The author takes us, in a sense, behind the
scenes, gives us a hundred details of the Rothschilds’
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I'D VENTURE ALL FOR THEE

By J. S. FLETCHER

Author of < The Town of Crooked Ways,” “ The Fine
Air of Morning,” etc.

A story of the Yorkshire coast, 17435.

THE LOST MILLION

By WILLIAM LE QUEUX
Author of “ The Mpystery of Nine,”  Without

Trace,” etc., etc;

CARNACKI
THE GHOST-FINDER

By WILLIAM HOPE HODGSON

Author of “ The Night Land,” < The Boats of Glen
Carig,” etc.

A NEW NOVEL
By LADY TROWBRIDGE
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A HAREM ROMANCE

By E. DE LA VILLENEUVE

A very lifelike picture of the Young Turk Revolu-
tion is contained in this novel. A double love story,
full of thrilling incidents, is woven into the web of
public events, the two heroines, one a lovely Turkish
girl, the other a beautiful Armenian, having each
been prisoners in the Palace of Yildiz. The person-
ality of Abdul Hamid is vividly realised, and the
cruel oppression to which he subjected the inmates
of his harem is graphically described.

Three-and-Sixpence Net Nowvels.

POISON

By ALICE AND CLAUDE ASKEW

Authors of “ The Shulamite,” *“ The Woman
Deborab,” etc.

ROADS OF DESTINY

By O. HENRY

Author of * Cabbages and Kings,” “ Heart of the
West,” etc.
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MR. EVELEIGH NASH'S NEW BOOKS

Two-Shilling Net Nowels.

QUEEN SHEBA’S RING
By H. RIDER HAGGARD

Author of “ King Solomon’s Mines,” etc.

THE MYSTERY OF NINE
By WILLIAM LE QUEUX

Author of “ Without Trace,” etc., etc.

SETH OF THE CROSS

By ALPHONSE COURLANDER
Author of  Muightier than the Sword.”
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