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Novema of Grace—March. 4—12

Three centuries ago Father Mastrilli, S.J., was miraculously
cured by St. Francis Xavier. In appearing to Father
Mestrelli later St. Francis Xavier assured him that "all who
would earnestly ask his intercession with God for nine days,
in honor of his canonization, would infallibly experience the
effects of his great power in Heaven and would receive
whatever they asked that would contribute to their sal­
vation."

It is of interest to note that Father Mastrilli, later as a
missionary in the Philippines, during periods of great dis­
tress gathered the populace of Manila for a Novena of

Grace. Extraordinary favors were received through the
intercession of St. Francis Xavier.

Thousands of people today attend the public services of
the Novena of Grace. This Novena may also be made
privately.

An attractive Novena pamphlet has been prepared by
Jesuit Mission Press. It contains the prayers and hymns
of the Novena and also a pious consideration for each day
of the Novena. It is adapted for public and private
devotions.

JESUIT MISSION PRESS 962 Madison Avenue New York 21, N. Y.

Kindly send me copies of the Novena of Grace Pamphlet.

NAME  NOVENA PAMPHLET
1 copy — $.05

ADDRESS  1G0 COP^S — $3.00
• 1000 copies — $27.00-

C|TY .............................ZONE STATE
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CONTRIBUTORS
■ Captain Alfred Barrett, S.J., is a Chaplain in the U. S.
Army, stationed at Camp Wallace, Texas. As an author,

poet, artist, and organizer, he
brought a rich background to his
role of chaplain. Originally from
Long Island, N. Y., he studied at
Woodstock, Md., and later was
professor at Canisius College,
Buffalo, from which center he
organized Sodality Conferences
throughout Western New York
State. Later, as an editor of the
Sacred Heart Messenger, he lec­
tured widely on poetry and litera­
ture. By that time, a volume of

Capt.Alfred Barrett, S.J. hjs P°®+rY had been published.
The first cover of JESUIT

MISSIONS was designed and drawn by him. "Afield
with American Jesuits" was his idea, submitted and ac­
cepted by JM years ago. His gifted pen is still busy.
This latest story needed him to tell it.

■ Father Peter Dunne, S.J., of California, visited JM
last summer on his way to South America. For some
time there was no word from him, then last November
we published his article on Argentina. Another silence
followed. Now he appears again with a story from the
jungle. Where he will be next, we do not know.

■ Father John O'Farrell, S.J., of San Francisco, Cal., is
in charge of two departments of JESUIT MISSIONS, cir­
culation and research. Either one is a full lime job.
Circulation business alone took him over 40,000 miles
throughout the U. S. in the past four years. Yet his
interest in China has never lagged. For seven years
from 1933 to 1940, he lived in Shanghai and elsewhere
before and during the war. Ever since, very few worth­
while publications on China have escaped him.

■ Father Thomas Cannon, S.J., was tor three years a
missionary in the Philippines,
and for several years head of
the Jesuit Philippine Bureau in
New York, the source of much
of our news about the condition
of the Church in the Philip­
pines since the war. Last sum­
mer a difficult assignment in
Central America was given to
him, "exploratory in nature."
The background of the situa­
tion he faced is told in this
issue, "Central America Report-
,n9- Thomas Cannon, S.J.
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SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER will be honored in

hundreds upon hundreds of churches this year.
For nine days from March fourth to March

twelfth, people in every walk of life here at home will
come to him seeking his powerful intercession. Far
off in the mission fields that he once sanctified by his
saintly labors, there are American boys this year who
little realized a short time ago that the magic names
of Xavierland heard in sermons would become their
goal in battle. Before they come back, they will have
a much better realization of his heroic energy. Vast
was the territory he covered in those slow little vessels
of his day; many the wild lands he visited alone and
unarmed; countless the people he won by personal
magnetism and extraordinary grace. No wonder they
call him “The Saint in a Hurry!”

Yet we do him dishonor if we picture him as merely
a miracle-working island jumper in a reckless race for
large numbers of hastily baptized, ill-instructed pagans.
We have only to recall that he was the Provincial Su­
perior of several Jesuit communities who kept in touch
with them all by frequent letters, who flew back to
them whenever possible to guide their labors, as Well
as the swift courier of- Christ beyond the frontiers..
Wherever he went, he organized a group to carry on
what he began, and arranged for others to follow up
where the faith took root.

Though he had been only ten years in the East at
the time of his early death at the age of 46, he had
already established schools and a native seminary in
India, had organized a group of catechists, prepared a
chain of interpreters for others who followed, wrote
back to Europe in detail the needs of the missions, and
the type of men needed for the various countries where
he had been. For the simple people who could neither
read nor write, he had the prayers and creed put to
music to aid their memory as well as to gain interest.
With hostile wary primitives, he won the children first,
and through them gained acceptance by their parents.
With the educated and the cultured, he did not hesitate
to try both the poverty of Saint Francis of Assisi, and
when it failed, to become once more the Parisian Pro­
fessor of earlier years. There was one time when he
clothed himself in borrowed finery befitting legates of
the Pope and ambassadors of the King because the 

situation called for that and nothing else would avail.
And all the while observations were being made and
recorded for the benefit of those who were to follow.
He was reckless only with his own strength, never
with the work of the missions or with the faith of God’s
people. From the very beginning, he had a mission
policy in mind, not one such as Europe needed, to be
transplanted bodily overseas, but the one which was
most necessary in Asia where the work had to be
done.

In keeping with that tradition established by St.
Francis Xavier, the Jesuit missionaries have tried to
adapt their mission program to the individual needs
of each mission entrusted to them by the Holy Father.
There have been some mistakes of judgment, some
instances of misguided zeal, a few cases of overcau­
tion in that long history of 400 years of mission work
involving over 30,000 men. But in the main, there
has always been an intelligent, far-sighted policy be­
hind the whole undertaking.

In this issue, we have tried to present fragments of
the vast panorama of world missions in the care of the
Society of Jesus to show the variety of cultures and
the multiplicity of problems involved. Appeals for sup­
port of the missions should thus appear as more than
a cry, “Give us this day our daily bread!” Rather, we
are engaged in a long range campaign for the salvation
and perfection of the world and this is our battle-cry,
“Thy Kingdom Come!”

Red Cross Drive

THE only way we have been able to get in touch
with some of our interned missionaries has been

through the Red Cross. There have been times and
places when the only way our missions could keep
going was through the aid that the Red Cross gave to
our mission people. There are letters in our files from
our missionaries praising the work they have done in
China. This recognition at least we owe them that
we bring to your attention their aid to us when aid
was desperately needed. This month the Red Cross
drive is being conducted. They have merited our grati­
tude and your support.
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rl 1 RY to imagine a thousand miles of jungles in the heart of South
1 America; and wild, primitive tribes of Indians roaming the
twisting paths and winding streams, at war among themselves,
steeped in vice, and constantly harrassed by the ever menacing
jungle all around them. Then into that scene came the conquer­
ing white man from Europe, organized, armed, bent on conquest,
on Christianizing pagans and on personal gain. Before long, the
Indians were made slaves of the white men. Into such a situation
came the missionaries.

The most interesting and most fascinating of all the efforts of the
missionaries to convert the Indians zvas the Jesuit experiment known
as the “Reductions.” It lasted 158 years from 1610 to 1768, span­
ning the colonial history of United States from the first colony to
the eve of the Revolution. To protect the Indians from enslave­
ment and bad example, the missionaries led them deep into the un-
knozvn jungle, thousands of them, settled them in healthy spots, and
then taught them how to build a civilized nation.

For 150 years they succeeded; 702,086 baptisms, large churches,
beautifully decorated, vestments artistically woven, homes sturdily
constructed, cities carefully planned, schools and orphanages and
hospitals everywhere provided, all proved it. Suddenly it all stopped.
Again there was an invasion from Europe, an invasion of anti-
religious and revolutionary ideas. The missionaries were driven
out, the people dispersed, their buildings destroyed. The jungle
crept back avariciously to claim its own, once again. Father Peter
Dunne, S.J., California Province Jesuit, has just visited the ruined
Reductions. This story is what he found there, 150 years later.

JUNGLE PARADISE
Peter M. Dunne, S.J.

IT was on a bright summer
morning at the end of Novem­
ber that I took the train at

Buenos Aires to visit the Reduc­
tions. Going north along the great
Parana River you arrive after a
journey of a thousand miles at
Santa Fe, southern tip of the mis­
sion system, in northeastern Argen­
tina and southeastern Paraguay.
For hundreds of miles north and
south of Santa Fe the Parana is a
maze of broad branches of the
stream and narrow winding canals,
forming a country of a thousand
isles, and every sloping or level
bank is bordered with green mead­
ow-land or fringed with semi-tropi­
cal forest. Beyond the fork of the

Upper Parana the wealth of tropi­
cal verdure thickens; we begin to
come into the land of parrots and
monkeys and feathery palms. Far­
ther upstream the river narrows as
the banks rise and the real selva,
the tropical forest, begins. The
trunks of giant trees were choked
with clinging vines which clam­
bered up to their very crest and
hung in delicate festoons.

Birds abound, the pink flamingo,
river birds of every kind, plovers
and bitterns, and the funny Tucano,
with beak almost half the size of his
body.

Then the sunset came. Every
bend of the great stream, every
swirl and eddy of the current be­

came a bed of every tint and hue.
The islands swam in gold and after
dark, because the moon stood at
first quarter, they floated in a sea
of silver. Overhead was the finest
star-field of the Heavens.

THESE lands were trod by
Jesuits of old. Down this

stream they floated in rafts with
their Indian neophytes carrying to
Santa Fe the products of the mis­
sions, the yerba mate, for instance,
the famous Argentina tea. Not far
from here the blessed martyr,
Roque Gonzalez de Santa Cruz
founded in 1618 the first reduction,
called Concepcion. The great An­
tonio Ruiz de Montoya sweated and

60



These ruins, memorials of a splendid past, speak of a heroism and devotion
that once brought happiness to a portion of the human race.

thirsted as he cut through these
jungles to found in 1632 the reduc­
tion of Loreto, near the banks of
this mighty stream. The same stars
looked down upon these men. In
this rich, fascinating land where
Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina

ing three sides of it, to the, right
and left of the church and opposite,
were the Indian dwellings which
can be easily traced. These were
long stone houses, three deep on the
three sides of the plaza, each con­
taining nine or ten rooms, where

meet, the Jesuits founded twenty-
nine reductions. At their prime in
lhe 1730’s these twenty-nine reduc­
tions harbored 150,000 Guarani In-

the Indian families lived. Farther
from the center were workshops,
storerooms, and hospice for widows
and orphans. stone of Andres Fernandez. Its in-

lians. All is in the same red stone. scription reads October 3, 1767. It
It was such a tremendous under­

taking, so completely unselfish, so
•iopeful. I was impatient to reach
lie actual site of San Ignacio Mini.

AT last there it was—San Igna-
> cio—outside a quiet little vil­

lage—vast ruins smothered by the
uungle. They are stupendous. The
vails of the church are five feet
Thick in red stone. Part of the
ncade is still erect with elegant
ttone columns and the arch above
The main entrance. There is the
lloister formed by the eastern side
fif the church, the fathers’ quarters,
ochool rooms and a great wall. A
eeautiful cloister it was and now

lordly laurel tree towers over the
corth wall and in the center a deli-
aate timbo lifts its lace against the
kky. For acres the ruins are spread
Inrough the forest, though the
uungle has been recently cut away.
"here are gaping rooms, and droop­
ing walls, and fallen stones. Be­
fore the church was the plaza, about
hne size of a city block, while fac­

They are perfectly hewn and many
are of enormous size—three feet
square by three and a half or four
high. One wonders at the skill of
the Indian cutters and at the prob­
lems of transportation. The stones
of many a wall lie in order where
they fell a hundred years ago.

HERE is a hallowed spot. We
enter what was the nave of the

church and approach what was its
altar. Inscriptions mark the large
flat stones of the floor. Fathers
Maceta and Cataldina founded San
Ignacio in 1632 and here their
bones are mouldering under the
epistle side of the altar. Close to
them lie Lucert, Salazar and Er-
note. Close by Father Jose Martin
has his separate stone and we read
that he died on the fifth of March
in 1751. In the center lie Juan An­
tonio Solalinde who died in 1721, .
and the Swiss, Hyeronymo Delfin
buried in 1714. Near them are
Marty (1751), Valles (1693), and
Gerra (1730). Saddest of all is the 

was the threshold of the expulsion.
Soon after his death royal officials
appeared and led away the fathers.
Fernandez died happily. He was
spared the heartbreak of the expul­
sion and the end of all that had
been his world.

THERE are other ruins still
crumbling slowly in the proc­

esses of time and vegetation. Those
of San Cosme are still being used.
You have to cut your way through
the jungle to get to Santa Ana;
Loreto still can claim a wall or two.
At Jesus are the ruins of the church
left uncompleted. Across the Para­
na Santa Trinidad spreads abroad
richly the signs of the glory that
was.—These memorials of a past
Utopia are the pride of Argentina
and Paraguay, their great red
stones are now preserved so that
they may for centuries to come tell
a future generation of the devotion
and heroism that once had wrought
the happiness of a portion of the
human race in South America.
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THE chapel was filled as the
Chaplain turned at the last
Mass to intone the Dominus

vobiscum. Most of the men were
in their sun-tan uniforms, a sprin­
kling, fresh from details, wore faded
green fatigues. There was one
hospital corpsman in the vestibule
with the antiaircraft’s crossed can­
non stamped in red upon his sweat­
shirt. The names of their beloved
dead were on the altar in the
familiar black-bordered envelopes.

Their beloved dead—Tunisia, the
Solomons, Sicily, the Aleutians.
Several from the last training
period had been killed in the Saler­
no landings. ‘ It was hard to focus
on the fact that some of these too
would join their fallen comrades
too soon. Unlike many a chaplain of
wider experience and more active
assignment, I had seen no soldiers
die in action. But I could discern
only one soldier’s face in all that
throng, the face of Private Richard
King. I had seen him die.

When a soldier dies in combat,
the newspapers and the army com­
manders signalize his going. When
soldiers like Dick King die pro-

Alfred Barrett, S.J.

This is a true story) for
all those xflho have lost
a loved one in the ser­
vice before he had a
chance to win a hero’s

crown on earth.

saically in a camp, the least a cha
lain can do is to tell those who lo
him what a good job he made
the business of dying.

WHEN the Chaplain sprain
an ankle on maneuvers, I

wondered, a bit petulantly, ju
what God had in mind to let it ha]
pen to him, the only priest in cam
with ten battalions, the station cor
plement, the stockade, and the st;
tion hospital to care for. t
propped his swollen ankle in i<
bags and worried about confessioi
and Sunday Masses. At any rat
the men could come to his hospit;
bed for confessions and routir
griping, and the Chaplain could g<
some of his letters answered. H
began by making of Corporal Fran
Maloney, Chaplain’s assistant, or
request. “Get me Private Richar
King of Battery C. 27th Battalion.

Dick dropped in the next daj
He was just in time to wheel th
Chaplain to the lab for treatmen
He talked with animation all th
way. The Chaplain rolled on to th
massage table. “How do you lik
the Army, Dick?” he inquired.
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like it fine. This is my sixth week
of training and I haven’t been out
of camp yet. But, boy, when I go,
you know what I’m going to do?
I’m going to grab me a hotel room
with Bob Allen, fill the tub with hot
water, lather up, and soak for a
couple of hours.”

The Chaplain laughed. Dick
laughed, his bronzed face, under
the dark curling hair, coloring

: slightly at the betrayal of this fervid
; ambition. Dick had been a football
]player and looked in the pink. Con-
ifronted with many potential “Sec­
tion Eights,” boys whose lack of
imoral fibre was the effect of lack
•of spiritual discipline in their souls
sand of any kind of discipline in
Ihome and school, the Chaplain al­
ways found it a relief to uncover
san essentially joyful soldier. He
ttried an obvious leading question.

“Dick, don’t you miss your girl
a whole lot?” “I haven’t any girl,
IFather,” (a smile creased his face,)
—“yet.” The Chaplain asked him
aabout his plans for after the war.
<UI haven’t any plans,“ Dick an-
sswered, “except to be a good sol­
dier.” God had plans.

THIS was on Friday afternoon.
The next time the Chaplain

ssaw Dick King was on Sunday,
aafter the medical officer of the day
came in to report that he was quite
worried about the condition of a
poatient in ward 5. “Could the
Chaplain manage to visit him on
crutches?” The Chaplain could.
TThe patient was Dick King, pale
ais the G.I. whitewash on the walls
aind wearing an oxygen mask. Yet
line waved as the Chaplain entered
aind managed an asthmatic grin.

The Chaplain began to realize
why, in God’s providence, he had
Sjprained his ankle; it left him free
too concentrate on the dying of Dick
King. He made sure that the of-
fi'icial telegram was sent summoning
Dick’s parents from Chicago. He
lueard Dick’s confession and gave
hiim a rosary. The Holy Oils were
im a chapel a mile away, so the
Chaplain called an ambulance and
dirove over to get them, still attired
im a regulation bathrobe with Med.
Corps USA embroidered on it.

Dick wanted “the works” and
welcomed the anointing. “You
know, Father,” he said, “it’s nice
to have a Jesuit around right now.
I grew up with them in Chicago
and at Fordham. So many Orders
in the Army and I bump into a
‘Jebbie.’ ” He was to be the 32nd
to die of more than four thousand
men from Fordham University in
the service, in proportion to total
casualties a little too high a score.

Upon eyes, ears, lips, hands and
feet, “on all the passages of sense,
the anointing oil was laid with
sweet renewal of lost innocence.”
Lost innocence? Dick had been to
confession every week. Part of it
was a soldier’s pride, most of it the
essential goodness of a Catholic
boy, but Dick King faced death with
about the same trepidation that he
had shown when baring his arm for
an inoculation “shot” in the in­
firmary. Well, he was inoculated
now with sacramental grace against
fear, against exhaustion, against
the virus of the outer chill. He
lapsed into a coma, from which he
was roused briefly on Monday night
to find the young face of Florence
O’Connor, a very pretty Catholic
nurse, anxiously regarding him.

“Hello,” Dick greeted her weak­
ly. “What are you doing tomorrow
night?” “Just keep quiet now,” she
said, adjusting his oxygen mask.
“We’ll have a date together; I’ll be
right here with you.”

BUT Dick was gone by then; he
died on Tuesday morning.

The Chaplain began the prayers
five minutes before the end, with a
Calvary setting of a couple of sol­
diers, strangers to Dick, who
showed their' emotion. Closing
Dick’s eyes, the Chaplain asked the
medico to let him finish the rosary.
He felt very bad for a while, espe­
cially since Dick’s parents had not
yet come. Outside, the barracks
groaned with the onset of the worst
hurricane to hit Texas since 1915.
It delayed the arrival of Dick’s
parents. Miss Ruth Gillsby, Red ,
Cross worker, brought them to camp
the next day to meet the Chaplain.
“God’s will for Dick is all right with
mother and me,” said his dad, try*

Private Richard King, a student at
Fordham University before he entered

the U. S. Armed Forces.

ing hard to be stolid. “My only sor­
row,” his sweet-faced mother told
the Chaplain, “is for the poor
mothers of other boys who will be
frightened by this death. My pray­
er on the train was, ‘Dearest Moth­
er, hold him tight!’ And she cer­
tainly did.”

Dick’s parents, his commanding
officers and his bunk-mates in the
platoon were present at a Requiem
Mass which the Chaplain offered
that afternoon. After the Mass, the
platoon lined up at attention and
saluted the sorrowing mother and
father, who passed along the line
as the Chaplain introduced each
soldier. There was sincerity in their
remarks. “He was my gun com­
mander, ma’am.” “He was a good
soldier and a good pal.” “I’m go­
ing to miss Dick terribly.” “He re­
ceived Holy Communion with me
every Sunday.”

That night it was quiet. At
eleven, on his way from the chapel
to his quarters, the Chaplain paused
to listen to the mournful “Go to
Sleep” of Taps. It was an Army
De Profundis for Dick King.
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Your Boys
—As Others See Them

Francis Welzmiller, S.J.

PEOPLE at home, they tell me,
are thinking about their boys
in the far corners of the world.

Well, the people in the said far
comers think about them too, and
talk about them. Most of it makes
your heart glad. Some of it—yes,
it’s good to hear that side as well.

There have been many chances to
pick up the comments. Recently I
rode with a British officer who had
been through Dunkirk, Crete, and
North Africa, and at the time was
on his way to the front in Burma.

We soon came round to the gen­
eral attitude of soldiers as he knew
them toward religion and its prac­
tice, and whether being in the dan­
gers of war makes the men take it
more seriously. His opinion was 

that men as a rule were averse to
being regimented for Church
parade, but practically all he knew
had a copy of the New Testament
and used it. The facilities for re­
ligious services, the instructions on
moral uprightness, the general
character training and the frequent
exposure to danger tended to at­
tract them .to conscientious practice
of religion.

Naturally, I was interested to
know how he sized up the Ameri­
cans. His views are typical of many
others. To begin with, his idea of
them had undergone a radical
change. The picture of a gawkish
Yank with a big wad of chewing
gum in his cheek gave way to the
frank, bluff, good-humored, often 

erratic, but serious and hardworkzz
ing American in the flesh. Wha—
simply staggered my friend was th
informal way with which an office
would sometimes give a command
to his men, such as “Fall in, boys."
There is real spirit in the meiw
Their heart is in it and their of"
fleers know it. Therefore, they trea_
them as men and not as so man"
automatons. As someone had ex­
pressed it, the American soldier
does not have to be indoctrinatec
and keyed up artificially to put u£
a good fight; he carries a fighting
heart inside of him which enables
him to give an excellent account or
himself in critical situations.

He has his short-comings, too, fc
British eyes. The American is a
little too set in his ideas, and per­
haps not considerate enough of the
customs and feelings of other coun­
tries. Boyish exuberance sometimes
turns into roughness and rowdiness.

In his generosity (and inexperi­
ence), he immediately begins to
quadruple the wages of the help,
and then gets angry with those whe
overcharge him at the railway lunch
room. It is easy to jack up prices
but hard to bring them down. It’s
“pay the piper and start a row.
But the general impression was tha1
the American was very friendly and
open-hearted, likeable, loyal, and
loves America best wherever he is

NO doubt both British and
American soldiers will gair

by new contacts. The sedate anc
grave Englishman needs a littl<
warming up and the rough an(
ready Yank needs a little coolinj
down. I’m sure I could notice jus
that effect in my train companion

The war is certainly the gate t<
heaven for many a boy; it’s a train
ing for life for many another; an(
it’s a melting pot in which men o
many nations are getting their idea
about other nations corrected. Ma;
it yield that union of hearts i
brotherly love that will win for th
world the grace of Christ to see
the things that are to its peace.
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The house chapel in the language school at Peiping. Catholic worship centers around the altar, but in China as
elsewhere, that is not enough. We must surpass the other sects in striving for the social betterment of the people.

WHY the DELAY
in CHINA?

J. J. O’FARRELL, SJ.

WHAT is to hold back Chris­
tianity from sweeping over
China as soon as we can

send enough missionaries after the
war? Their Leaders are all for it.
The missionaries have given heroic
examples to them. They have no
hatred for us like the Mohamme­
dans ; no witch doctors like the
Africans and Indians; no caste sys­
tem like the Indians of India. They
are said to have an old culture
which ought to help. They are 

reasonable people and seem pre­
pared for the Christian virtues.
Why can’t the missionaries just
gather them together, when they
know the language, and teach them
about Christ and the Church, and
then gradually guide them to elim­
inate poverty, etc. through modern
means which they say the Govern­
ment is going to make available?

Questions such as these have been
pouring in on us recently from
people who have read a bit about

China in mission magazines, and
who, with a certain amount of
realism, feel there are certain ob­
stacles in the way. What are these
obstacles ? Obstacles present a chal­
lenge. Challenge stimulates to
thought and action.

The following necessarily incom­
plete analysis or list of obstacles is
presented simply as a stimulus to a
more complete thinking about, ef­
fective support for and intelligent
interest in the Church in China.
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long time to observe in detail the
concrete effect of the work of the
missionary. For a variety of rea­
sons the ordinary Chinese wonder
just how valuable is this thing called
religion, and if valuable, can there
be only one true religion.

Russian propagandists in China
have constantly referred to religion
as the “opium of the people.” To
the Chinese the Soviets seem to be
making great material progress
without religion—and their emis-

. saries in China seem just as zealous

OBSTACLES to the establish­
ment of the Church in China

may be found in the economic con­
dition and mental attitudes of the
Chinese, in the difficulties many mis­
sionaries find in adapting them­
selves and their methods of evan­
gelization to Chinese culture, and
in the bad example of large groups
of Catholics in the West.

75% of the Chinese are farmers
and live in small villages; 10% are
merchants who engage in commerce
in the cities. Not because of any
poverty of the soil but because of
the density of the population to be
supported, most farmer families—
men, women and children—are con­
tinuously engaged in a grim strug­
gle to keep alive. Time for educa­
tion and religious instruction in the
higher purposes of life would be a
luxury. This factor has always
been a serious obstacle to the mis­
sionary. In recent years the advan­
tages of education and social pro­
grams have changed things some­
what, but, when peace is re-estab­
lished in China, it is quite possible
that this class may be just -as ab­
sorbed in their economic betterment
and modernization as they were in
the struggle for mere existence.
Millions, however, will have direct­
ly or indirectly experienced the
heroic charity and loyalty of our
missionaries, and they may take the
trouble seriously to inquire into the
basic reasons for such devotion.

Merchants in
a like manner

themselves completely
ness of the moment.

the cities in
have given

to the busi-
The China-
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Aurora University, conducted by the
French Jesuits, has shed luster on the

Catholic Church in China.

man’s reputation as the shrewdest
business man in the world is gained
only by long hours of bargaining
with customers, studying the law of
supply and demand, keeping pace
with his equally shrewd competi­
tors. True they have better oppor­
tunities to acquire information
about the purpose of those “foreign-
spread - the - doctrine - people, ” but
they are also in a position to ab­
sorb more of the prejudices about
the “white foreign imperialists.”

BEING naturally skeptical, con­
servative and yet remarkably

tolerant most Chinese wait a very

The farmer class in China have no
time for the luxury of education.

as the missionaries and at times
more practical in their methods.

Not a few of the students re­
turned from European and Ameri­
can universities consider religion
to be unscientific. Others at home
have deeply resented the general
snobbery of the white man in the
far-East. All of these attitudes
build up hidden obstacles to the
work of the missionary.

The Chinese also wonder a great
deal at the two types of “Christi­
anity”—Catholicism and Protestant­
ism, being preached in China. Prot­
estants as a whole have frequently
mistaken the means (education
medical work, etc.) for the end
(the preaching of the integral body
of Christ’s doctrine). Catholics,
confident of their end and the body
of their doctrine have at times
neglected or not sufficiently used
some of the means.

On the other hand many mission­
aries find difficulties in adapting



themselves and their methods of
evangelization to Chinese culture.
What are some of these difficulties?
Lack of a sufficient grasp of the
written language and facile use of
the spoken language!

RICE, medicines and catechetical
capsules are very necessary

among the poor and illiterate, but
the apostolate among the actual and
potentially intellectual elite is equal­
ly important. They both comple­
ment each other. And yet, if people
are only interested in the “appeal­
ing” pictures of starvation, want
and disease of millions of China’s
poor, mission propaganda agencies
can be tempted to portray only this
side of the mission picture. Many
special papal projects, advanced
social work, universities, etc., all
equally necessary can be neglected.

Three Catholic universities in
China established in 1904, 1917 and
1926—all struggling to exist on
grants of five to ten thousand dol­
lars a year from Catholic mission
headquarters—do not compare with
fourteen Protestant universities am­
ply supplied with funds. As a re­
sult practically all of China’s “Chris­
tian” government leaders are either
from or connected with these four­
teen universities. Recently the

Conversions in China have
been delayed because "Chinese
society! the cultivated and let­
tered class, has not yet been
reached".

Dom Celestine Loth 0S.B.

Catholic Press featured this fact
without distinguishing the word
“Christian” or editorializing upon
the challenging significance of it!

THE comparative lack of Cath­
olic books either in the original

or in translation for the intellectual­
ly honest and curious among the
Chinese of all classes is another ob­
stacle to the apostolate. Here the
score is thirty to one against us.

Finally, the failure of large
groups of Christians in the West
to live up to the doctrines which
the Catholic missionary has to teach
is a definite deterrent to many Chi­
nese. This war and its causes have
certainly emphasized this problem.
You may be sure the possible re­
forms and changes of values after
this war will definitely affect the
mentality of the Chinese.

There are other obstacles to the
apostolate; but, lest this enumera­
tion seem discouraging rather than
stimulating, remember the optimism
of Bishop Yu Pin who, while know­
ing all these facts, has nevertheless
invited 100,000 Americans gainful­
ly to use their talents to help China
educationally, socially, economically
and religiously according to Chris­
tian principles. Recall, too, that
perhaps never in history has a cul­
tured nation’s leaders asked so
humbly and sincerely for our help.
and cooperation.

Said Generalissimo Chiang: “We
still need missionaries, and welcome
Christians from other lands who
serve the people of China with true
sympathy and devotion. Do not feel
that you are our guests. You are
comrades working with us to save
our people and to build a new na­
tion.” And Madame Chiang: “All
of us who have come into contact
with your Catholic missionaries are
impressed with their selfless devo­
tion to the alleviation of human
suffering AND the elevation of
man’s spiritual potentialities.” . . .
“In large measure China’s recon­
struction is preeminently the work
of the Church. Then let us do it
together; the New Life Movement
and the Church.”
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THE TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS endured by American and
Filipino troops captured by the Japanese on Bataan
were shared, it is indicated, by four American Jesuit
chaplains. They were Father John J. Dugan, S.J., of
the New England Province, a Major in the United
States Army, and Fathers Pablo M. Carasig, S.J.,
Pedro M. Dimaano, S.J. and Juan E. Gaerlan, S.J.,
Chaplains attached to the Filipino Army. It was
known that all of these men were on Bataan at the time
of its capitulation. Subsequent word was received from
Manila that Father Gaerlan was missing. Father Dugan
is known to be a prisoner. No word has been received
on the others. One of the witnesses of the atrocities
and cruelty committed by the Japanese on the march
and during the stay in prison, declared that no dis­
tinction was made between officers, chaplains and men.
The daily papers in describing the tortures, as was
natural, stressed the sufferings of the American troops.
However, it was evident from the accounts that the
Filipino soldiers suffered many more deaths. It is
estimated that nearly 25,000 Filipino troops died either
during the march or in the prison camps.

THERE ARE TWO JESUITS among the five Blessed who
will be canonized after the war, according to the an­
nouncement of the Congregation of Rites which has
concluded all the necessary processes leading up to
canonization. One of those who will be canonized is
Blessed John de Britto, famous Jesuit missionary who 

was martyred in Goa, 1693. The other Jesuit is Blessed
Bernardine Realini, who died in 1616. One citizen of
the United States is among the five to be canonized.
She is Blessed Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini.

o
LAST YEAR WAS A BAD ONE for the missions according
to a broadcast in English from Vatican City which re­
viewed the effect the war had on missions throughout
the year during 1943. The broadcast stated that news
received from the missions gave little grounds for opti­
mism. “The deportation of large numbers of priests,
brothers and nuns, losses due to bombardment and
other war causes, difficulties of transporting food and
money, and the closing of many native seminaries and
charitable institutions for lack of support and personnel,
have contributed to the abandonment of vital mission
outposts. Catholic missionary work has been seriously
undermined and though deported missionaries have
been replaced as far as possible by missionaries of other
nationalities and native clergy, this has not been done
to the extent needed.”

o
GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI-SHEK has announced to the
members of the Chinese Armed Forces, particularly the
wounded, that he has invited Christian missionaries to
preach to them the “truth of life” in order to raise their
standards of knowledge and soothe their mental outlook
and reduce their suffering. “Though it has seldom been
practiced in China,” said Generalissimo, “it has been
customary in foreign countries for Christian preachers
to speak to troops and civilians in hospitals or elsewhere
about the truth of life to comfort them in their suffer­
ings and relieve them in their sorrows. I hope that all
of you, my beloved wounded and sick officers and men,
will try to cultivate yourself in the virtues of love and
honor. I pray to God and Jesus Christ that you will
soon be relieved of your distress and brought back to
health to help complete your great task of resistance
and national reconstruction.”

THE REMAINS OF PADRE JUNIPERO SERRA.famous Fran­
ciscan missionary, have been removed from his grave
at Mission San Carlos Borromeo in Carmel, California,
examined, identified and reburied in a new coffin. The
investigation is being made in the cause of the Spanish
missionary’s canonization. Father Serra’s grave was
opened in 1856 and again in 1882 in the presence of
witnesses and doctors who made identifications and sub­
mitted written reports and photographic records of the
finding.

AN EMPHATIC DENIAL of the report that the Vatican
has recognized the puppet government of the Philip­
pines has been issued in Vatican City. The report had
come from Japan.

WHEN ITALY WENT OVER TO THE UNITED NATIONS
side of the war Japan immediately interned all Italian
missionaries in China. Recently British authorities in 
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llndia released Monsignor Guiseppe Poli, Bishop of
‘Allahabad, India, who had been interned for twenty-
Btwo months, as an enemy alien. It is indicated that all
Utalian missionaries previously interned by United Na­
tations may be released.

•
TTHE NEED FOR MISSIONARY VOCATIONS from the Unit-
sed States was stressed by Rev. Aloysius Coogan, Editor
□of ‘Catholic Missions,” in a recent talk before the Cler-
iical Conference of the Catholic Students Mission Cru-
ssade in Washington, D. C. Father Coogan declared
tthat the increase of new Catholics in the mission world
uvas approximately 500,000 a year. Since 1,000 souls
lis about the maximum pastoral responsibility any mis­
sionary can assume over and above his task of preach­
ing to the non-Christians, there should be an annual
iiincrease of at least 500 priests in missionary ranks a
yyear. Only 200 vocations are accounted for each year
aamong the natives. This would require an additional
3800 missionaries per year from other countries. In
wiew of post-war conditions and the plight of Europe,
tl:he homeland of most of our missionaries at the present
tiime, a large part of this need must be filled by America.

Most Reverend Bernard J. Sullivan! S.J., Bishop of
Patna, India, who has been appointed Vicar Delegate
for the Armed Forces in India.

March Mission Intention
The Preservation of Africa

from Sectarianism
• Africa embraces an area of 11,600,000 square miles
with a population of 147,000,000 souls. Of the 13,000,-
000 professing Christian belief about 7,000,000 are
Catholic, 3,000,000 Schismatics, and another 3,000,000
Protestants of various sects. Of recent years Schis­
matic Christians have offered little opposition to the
spread of the Catholic faith, but yearly seem to approach
the realization of our Savior’s prayer, “That they may
be perfected in unity.” But the Protestants, strong in
the populous coastal cities, are a grave concern to the
Church.
• A survey of 1938 revealed that there were some 8,447
foreign workers of various sects laboring in Africa
assisted by native staffs totaling 81,625 members. The
Society for the Propagation of the Faith informs us
that 24 pages of regular-sized printed book pages are
required to list the various denominations to which they
belong. During one year $6,336,244.00 were at their
disposal to further their works and many governments
are willing to offer aid in the educational field.
• Add to this the fact that many of these sectarian
missionaries allow themselves to be made a tool of their
respective Colonial Governments for nationalizing the
natives and that others willing to sacrifice points of
doctrine for numerical increase, even going so far as
to accept pagan superstitions to win adherents have
followed in the footsteps of Rev. Nehemiah Tile, a
native-born Wesleyan minister, who began a Separatist
Church Movement for natives, and you may well
imagine the problem confronting the Catholic Church
which adheres to the unchanging doctrine of Christ.
• Sectarianism offers another threat to the Church’s
progress in Africa, for from disunion among the various
denominations and sects—each defending its own in­
terests rather than the glory of God—there arise not
only competition between one sect and another but even
such differences of opinion and fighting that an African
native remarked, “Christianity pretends to be a re­
ligion of peace, yet its teachers bring discord among
us.”
• Faced with the multitude of doctrines of the hun­
dreds of sects in Africa, although some few natives
accept the Catholic truths in all their purity, others
finding some consolation in Protestant doctrines have
been baptized by them, while many more hesitating
between alternate choices of opposing doctrines have
rejected altogether all Christian truth.
• No wonder, then, that our Holy Father urges us this
month to pray for the preservation of Africa from
sectarianism for if the energy spent in false zeal and
misdirected fervor were directed to the unchanging
truth there would be in Africa more workers for Christ,
more churches where the sacrifice of the Mass would
be offered to God, more souls won for Christ.
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Sergius after professing complete
loyalty to the government, was rec­
ognized by Stalin, just as was done
recently. Then the second attack
began, against the people as well
as the clergy, by closure and seizure
of Churches, taxation of church
members, making holydays work
days, etc. After a few ruthless
years, a lull came again, due to in­
ternational political complications—
war in the Far East, the rise of
Hitler, and the opening of Popular
Front tactics to win outside alle­
giance. The third attack began by
a sudden and violent attack on the
clergy and religious people as sub­
versive, enemies of the state, out­
side the law, deprived of votes, etc.
There is now another expedient lull
in the same campaign.

PREMIER JOSEPH STALIN
was the last one in the world
we would expect to admit it,

but recently when he appointed a
Patriarch and reestablished the
Church Synod, he implicitly admit­
ted that a large number of Russian
people are still religious. Has he
given up his fight against religion,
and must we revise our ideas about
him?

Let us look at the facts. Con­
tempt of religion is not just an in­
sane prejudice that has no place in
the political economic theory of
Communism; it is a logically neces­
sary conclusion of the foundations
of that theory. Stalin has not, you
notice, promised to stop persecuting 

the Church. For 26 years the most
ruthless, clever, and fanatical per­
secution has been waged against re­
ligion in Russia. During all those
years, religious freedom was official­
ly proclaimed.

Three times there was a tem­
porary lull in the attacks, only to
be followed by a change of tactics,
more subtle and more experienced.
The tactics changed; the goal was
never renounced.

FIRST there was violence, exile,
mockery, and bloodshed to in­

timidate the half-hearted. Sudden­
ly there was a calm spell when free­
dom was mouthed again, during
which time the acting-Patriarch

IN those 26 years, the Church in
Russia lost an estimated 50%

of its members, 75% of its bishops,
90% of its clergy, 97% of its mon­
asteries and all of its schools and
seminaries. Stalin stands con­
demned on his record, but is he
now changing? Put the question
this way: Is he now deserting his
loyal soldiers, workers, and party­
members who have become atheists
under him, and turning to an un­
organized group who have resisted
his determined program all along?
He is changing without doubt—but
only changing tactics.

Then why this much publicized
recent move of recognizing religion
again? The publicity gives a clue.
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Under stress of war, Communism
has had to take a back seat in most
countries. Religion has received ex­
traordinary attention through the
Chaplains, etc. The Balkans whose
religion is related to the Russian
Church are now under the Soviet
eye. Atheistic Russia- finds itself
in danger of being surrounded and
to a great extent opposed, by a re­
ligious minded world. A lot of that
opposition would melt if it could be
shown that religion and Com­
munism could get along together.

IT looks as though we are in for
another era of “popular front”

tricks of false fronts and boring
from within. The “dissolution of
the Comintern” stated clearly that
only tactics had to be changed. It
left the goal intact. The American
Communist Party followed the party
line and went underground to ap­
pear as respectable Democrats and
Republicans next time the same
men pop up. They must be wor­
ried about the growing strength of
the religious front. We can expect
the Catholics to be isolated and
smeared, and open handed appeals
made to all who show any signs of
leftist leanings. Thus the religious
front will be divided and weakened
and the “danger” of a united Chris­
tian world averted. Soon again
there will be good communists in
the front pews of churches. All the
others will be Fascists and reaction­
aries.

Yet how can you explain the fact 

that religion has survived at all in
Russia? What is this amazing Rus­
sian religious spirit which has sur­
vived centuries of Tsarist domina­
tion without withering up, 26 years
of Communistic persecution with-.
out giving up, and today still lives
in the hearts of people who will
fight and die as the Russians have,
and support that persecuting gov­
ernment as they certainly have, in
this war against the Nazis?

We must avoid oversimplifica­
tion, but fundamentally the answer
is this fact; their religion is more
of the heart than of the head. It is
harder to change deep rooted at­
tachments than to change ideas and
external conformity. As a result,
they can be deceived, confused, etc.
without ever giving up completely
what is so deep in their natures.

THEIR type of religion and its
services answer expressly some­

thing particular in the Russian soul.
An Easter midnight ceremony
would thrill Stalin himself if he
would go this year. Practically
every service is sung; the music is
Russian, written by some of their
best composers; their art is Rus­
sian, ancient and venerated, and
produced by some of their best
artists. The language, old Slavonic,
is nearer to Russian than Italian is
to Latin. The prayers of every
Liturgy (which we call the Mass)
are for them, their farms, their
homes, their sick; for travelers,
soldiers, rulers, peace, and pros­

perity and protection from evil—all
the things that make up the sub­
stance of human living for poor
people, and which, when awry, make
up its burdens. Russia was always
“Holy Russia” to them no matter
how much they suffered, because all
they loved and treasured was bound
up together by common traditions
of Fatherland and Religion. Poor
though they were, religion was one
possession they could call their own,
and as such it was part of their
lives. The Communists could make
them change their place and man­
ner of work; they could not force
them to forget the things they loved.

But suppose now that Stalin offers
to this religiously starved, poorly
instructed and almost leaderless
group a half measure of religious
freedom for the price of full submis­
sion to the State. Most of the few
remaining priests and bishops must
be old men. The youngest of them
must be over fifty. Reports have it
that seminaries are to be opened
again. Is that what Stalin wants?
Having failed to crush religion by
attacks from without, there is still
one chance obviously of boring from
within in the seminaries.

THIS will be a severe test for
the Orthodox Church. Its

handicaps are enormous, libraries
scattered or destroyed, teachers
dead or worn out, or at least twenty
years away from their books, and
young candidates—what can be
done if they come as communists?

71



Add to that tremendous difference
between the European thinking of
Communism and the Eastern think­
ing of Russian theology.

To point out briefly the difference
between the European thinking of
Communism and the Eastern think­
ing of Oriental theology will throw
light from another angle on the
nature of Russian religion.

THE Russians were technically
Roman Catholics for only 66

years, from their official conversion
under Vladimir in 988 to the Great
Schism between the Eastern and
Western Catholic Church c. 1054.
They had received their Christianity
primarily from Byzantium (now
Constantinople) which was then the
seat of the Eastern Roman Empire
and the center of the Greek branch
of the one true Church. Russia’s
lot was cost with Byzantium in the
split. The East was fading into
decay and the West was soon to
come back to life.

The Russian people had little or
no contact with that revival. As a
result all the movements which
went into the making of Europe and 

the sharpening of the Western
thinking passed the Russian peas­
ants by. A simple list of them is
amazing. The rise of scholasticism
and of scientific theology and philos­
ophy; the Crusades, the multiplica­
tion of universities and scholars,
the active religious orders of the
West (Eastern monks are almost
exclusively contemplatives and stu­
dents), the Renaissance, the con­
troversies with the heretics, the
world discoveries and colonial ex­
pansion of Spain, Portugal, France
and England, the struggles between
Church and State, the juridical
system of church management, the
growth of the scientific spirit and
the spread of education and read­
ing, the French Revolution, and the
Industrial Revolution.

THE intelligentsia and Court
circles of Russia knew of these

movements, and some of the monks
and religious leaders profited by
them, but they affected little the life
of the Russian peasant. Today’s
Russian people are largely the
descendants of those peasants. Even
the average priest was not well edu­

cated in our sense of that phrase.
Russian theology among the schol­
ars never had the progressive clari­
fication that Roman theology went
through. In many ways it is still
the theology of the Fathers with
commentaries of able minds through
the centuries.

COMMUNISM on the other
hand is European thinking,

German, to be explicit, the summa­
tion of nearly all the brilliant errors
of 1000 years of European thought,
equally armed for attack and for de­
fense. If Communism moves into
the seminaries, these are the op­
ponents who will meet in the strug­
gle for the religious soul of Russia.

And will the Russian believers go
down in defeat by this new ruse?
God alone knows for certain, but
those who know anything about
them do not believe it. Some more
may be lost, but a remnant, please
God, a large one will hold firm until
deliverance finally comes. For
Tsars, Stalin, Communism, perse­
cution, and treachery notwithstand­
ing, they have proved to the world
that they are a religious people.
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Patrick Aft Tara
• There was darkness over Tara
that day. The druids muttered in­
cantations and a black cloud de­
scended over hill and valley. Before
the king and all the people they
defied Patrick to remove it. At the
saint’s prayer bright sunshine lit up
the scene. The druids were van­
quished. They prophesied in their
fear that the Paschal fire which
Patrick enkindled that year at Tara
would blaze forever if it were not
extinguished that night.

That fire was never extinguished.
When the light of Faith was dim
and barbarians overran the continent
of Europe, Irish missionaries came
to restore it and rekindle it anew.
In the age of discovery they sailed
the seas to light the flame on new
shores. Today Irish missionaries
are still following in the footsteps of
Patrick. We had the report of their
heroism in the fall of Hong Kong;
how they heard confessions moving
from shelter to shelter in the dark­
ness of night, how they said Mass
with the enemy overhead and
brought Communion to the soldiers
firing the guns on the rooftops. The
complete story of those days has not
yet been told but it will be told one
day to the further glory of Ireland.
All this Patrick could have expected
as the fruit and harvest of his mis­
sionary days. But there was much
that Patrick could not have foreseen 

even in his wildest dreams. There
was the exodus of his people to
America.

■ This country owes much to the
Irish people and their Saint. In the
pioneer days they flung back the
wilderness, expanded frontiers,
fought our wars. They built bridges,
dams, roads, waterways, cities across
the continent. In each new settle­
ment they were unhappy until they
had their priest and their church in
their midst. From their small earn­
ings they gave generously for the
establishment of the Church, they
gave still more generously of their
sons and daughters to fill our semi­
naries and convents that the flame
which Patrick lighted on Tara might
burn more brightly here in their
adopted country. Consult the Direc­
tory of our bishops and pastors and
you will find there a long litany of
Irish names, who guide the Church
in this country. Spiritually they
stem from Tara and claim kinship
with Patrick.

Widening Circles
■ But the influence of Patrick
spreads out in ever widening cir­
cles. This past year twenty-nine
American Jesuits went on the for­
eign missions, 7 to Baghdad, 5 to
India, 5 to Jamaica, B. W. I., 4 to
Alaska, 4 to Nicaragua and 4 to
British Honduras. Listen to their 

names. Casey, Connell, Loeffler,
McCarthy, McNeil, Shea, Sullivan
to Baghdad; Mahoney, Burke,
Downing, Stegman, Schwind to
India; Toomey, McInnis, Shea,
Glavin, Wilkie to Jamaica; Carroll,
Farrell, Fox, McNamara to Alaska;
Cannon, Grenier, Small, Martin to
Nicaragua; Hodapp, Salchirt, Sutti,
Tully to British Honduras. You
might call this a coincidence but if
you consult the catalogue of mission­
ary personnel you will find it copi­
ously sprinkled with Irish names.
Over 300 of the 641 American
Jesuits in the field today are of Irish
descent. They have received the
Faith from Patrick and are kindling
the flame in other lands.

■ On Saint Patrick’s day there will
be a parade up Fifth Avenue. Thou­
sands will stand on the curb to pay
tribute to these sons and daughters
of Eire braving the chill March
blasts to pay honor to their Saint.
There will be a tear in the eye and
a lump in the throat. The blood will
stir in our veins as we look upon a
gallant people, a warrior race, who
fought the good fight, who kept the
Faith. Salute them as they pass for
the Irish have bestowed their great­
ness upon America. Remember
those missing from the ranks who,
like Patrick, keep the flame, who
dared to venture forth for the con­
quest of the world for Christ.

John P. Deevy, S.J.
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SHADES of yesterday! A mis­
sionary drives a horse drawn
carriage through the streets

of Jamaica. Almost a century ago
Father Dupeyron, one of the first
Jesuits to do mission work in Ja­
maica had traveled these same roads
in the same way. Four times a year
he would set out from Kingston and
travel, by slow stages, the length
and breadth of the island. At that
time there were only a handful of
priests, a dozen mission stations,
6000 Catholics, about 400 students
attending Sisters’ schools.

But this is 1944. War forced the
modem missionary to put up his
Ford for the duration and return to
the outmoded horse-drawn carriage.
It has curtailed his visits to outly­
ing mission stations, it has spoiled
or postponed mission projects. The
missionaries accept these limitations
and restrictions patiently as they go
about the work.

Holy Trinity Cathedral a landmark of the Catholic Church in Jamaica.

SOME THING!
J. P. DEEVY, S.J.

WERE Father Dupeyron to re­
turn to Jamaica he would find

that time does not change an agri­
cultural colony much. The blue
Caribbean still laps its shores. The
hills are just as high, the roads just
as steep, the sun just as hot, the
bougainvilleas and the poinsettas
just as luxuriant and beautiful as
ever. And the poor people he used
to instruct are still poor now that
their masters have gone. In remote
parts untouched by the world his
memory is still green where he
planted the Faith long ago.

Some changes have taken place.

He would be saddened at the sight
of the old estates or pens fallen into
dust. There were no mission sta­
tions then and he used to stay for
weeks at a time saying Mass in
these old mansions and teaching and
instructing the poor in the neigh­
borhood. The young people tired of
this country life and migrated to
Europe and America. Only crum­
bling walls were left of the splendor
and prosperity of other years.

THE mission of Jamaica had ex­
panded and grown. Father

Dupeyron would rejoice at this
change. The missionary personnel
now totals sixty three, of which two
are colored secular priests; the rest
are Jesuits. A new Holy Trinity
Cathedral in the city of Kingston
stands out as a landmark of the
Faith, the most beautiful structure
of its kind throughout the island.
Close by is St. George’s College.
From its halls have graduated a fine
body of men, equipped to take their
place in the life of the colony. It
can boast of eight priestly vocations
and two who became religious
brothers. In the suburbs of King­
ston stand five busy parishes, a
Catholic hospital, an orphanage,
two girls’ academies, a new prepara­
tory school for boys and Gibraltar,
a new town built to care for 1,500
refugees. Moving out of Kingston
and across the island as he was
wont to do years ago he would find
eighty mission stations, some of
them complete mission compounds
with priests’ house and Church and
school and teachers and catechists.
Places that he could visit only four

Father John P. Sullivan, S.J., and his
Catholic Action group in conference.
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ifine body of Catholic laymen have graduated from St. George's College.

CAKE TIME

Her educational programs are sub­
sidized and she has accepted the
challenge of modem problems and
economic difficulties and is finding
a solution for them. To prepare
students for college work abroad,
courses in Chemistry, Biology and
Physics are now available to them.
A new Extension school with eve­
ning classes offers a variety of
courses to all those who wish to
prepare themselves for some posi­
tion. Over thirty scholarships in
colleges and universities in Ameri­
ca can be won by outstanding pupils.

In the economic field the Church
is today promoting the Cooperative
Movement. Special mention should
be given to Father Kempel and his
Poultry Cooperative at Seaford
Town. Father John P. Sullivan
has introduced the idea of Credit
Unions and conducts study clubs
on the same throughout the island.
Many Community Cooperatives
have been established and there are
153 Government Land Settlements.

times a year now see the mission­
ary almost weekly. No casual ob­
server could appreciate the effort
that went into this work.

STILL after all these years the
spiritual progress of the mis­

sion was painfully slow. Only sev­
enty thousand Catholics in a popu­
lation of a million and a half! Even
in his day Father Dupeyron could
have explained why there would be
no mass conversions in Jamaica.
For a full century after English
domination the Faith was sup­
pressed in the Island. In the mean­
time the State Church and various
other sects sent their missionaries
to Jamaica to preach a diluted
Christianity. The poor people ac-

' cepted it not knowing the differ-
• ence. It was hard for them to dis­
tinguish the true from the false.
'When Catholic missionaries once
imore were allowed to return to
Jamaica they found themselves sup-

jplanted. Progress was slow at
ttimes discouraging for the people
’were not educated and could not
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A new school is being built for
these children of St. Anne's Parish.
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follow distinctions of creed. Each
new convert required individual at­
tention and instruction. All this
had to be done while the mission­
aries themselves were engaged in
the material construction of their
missions. There was none of the
romance and glamor of working in
Pagan lands where the cleavage be­
tween Pagan idolatry and Chris­
tianity is as clear as black is from
white. There were no mass con­
versions. It was a drop by drop
increase in the fold.

TODAY the Catholic Church in
Jamaica is firmly established.

In the pulpit, on the lecture plat­
form and through the voice of Cath­
olic Opinion, the only Catholic mag­
azine of the island. The Church has
warned the people against Com­
munism, Socialism, Birth Control,
Nazi-Racism and guided them
towards solutions of labor problems,
of healthy family life and economic
security.

Quite a change from the horse
and buggy days, Father Dupeyron
would be the first one to admit. The
exigencies of war have brought back
the horse-drawn carriage of other
days but in every other respect the
Jamaican mission has gone ahead.



An intelligently planned mission program must consider these facts:

There are five races of men. In the pictures above, each race is represented
together with a Jesuit missionary from the United States. From left to right
they are: (red) American Indian; (brown) Indians; (white) Arabs; (black
Jamaicans; and (yellow) Chinese. History, climate, religion, inherited and
acquired traits have combined to make them different peoples in many
ways beside color.

The Jesuit Order in the United States must prepare its men to teach and
train all five races; more than that, to live among them for life, to have
sympathy with them, and to guide them to full development. Each racial
group presents a different cultural problem for the missionaries. For instance,
every mission of the Jesuits throughout the world, except Jamaica, B.W.I..
calls for at least one other language besides the missionary's own. Among
the peoples of the missions, some are ex-slaves, some have never known
conquerors; some are nomads, some have been on the same land for thousands
of years; some are still primitive, some have highly complex cultures. A
missionary forgets a lot of book learning in Alaska; he never knows enough in
India and China.

Rev. Thomas B. Cannon, S.J.,
former head of the Jesuit Philippine
Bureau, and recently back from his
latest assignment to Central Amer­
ica, gives the first report on Jesuits
there.

AFIELD • ALASKA c BAGHDAD • BRITISH HONDURAS o CEYLON • CHINA

In June 1943, four Jesuits left
from four parts of the U. S. and met
for the first time in Nicaragua,
C. A.: Norman Martin, S.J. (Cali­
fornia Province), former teacher at
Santa Clara University; Joseph
Small, S.J. (Chicago Province),
former teacher at Xavier Univer­
sity ; Cincinnati; Louis Grenier,
S.J. (New England Province),
direct from Weston College, and
Fr. Thomas Cannon, S.J., (New
York Province.)

Four Central American Repub­
lics, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guate­
mala, and Panama form a Vice­
Province of the Society of Jesus
with 93 Jesuits of 11 different na­
tionalities ; 44 of them are Basques,
4 are Basque-Navarese, 25 are

Spaniards, 3 Italians, 1 Frenchman,
1 Mexican, 5 Nicaraguan scholas­
tics, 1 Panamenan scholastic, 3 Sal­
vadoreans, 4 from the U. S., one
Nicaraguan Brother.

The Vice-Province is dependent
upon the Province of Castile in
Spain and is under the Spanish
Assistant to the General in Rome—
the only part of the two Americas
so subject. The Vice Province of
C.A. is also subject to the authority
of a special “Visitor” from South
America who has jurisdiction over
all Jesuits in South and Central
America, and who happens to be the
Provincial of Argentina. The C.A.
Vice-Provincial is Very Rev. Ber­
nardo Ponsol, S.J., a Basque, for­
merly Socius to the Provincial of
Castile, and now Vice-Provincial,
Rector, Prefect of Studies, Prefect
of Health, Administrator of the Co­
legio Centro America at Granada,
Nicaragua.

There are four establishments of

the Society in NICARAGUA; first
and most important, the Colegio
Centro America at Granada, on the
shores of Lake Nicaragua.

There are about 350 students in
the school, all but 45 of them board­
ers. Before the coming of the four
from U. S. the faculty consisted of
nine priests, two scholastics and
seven brothers. Since the arrival
of the “American Scholastics,” it has
been impossible to admit all the new
applicants. Extra beds were put in
all the dormitories until there was
no more room. At present a new
dormitory is being built to accom­
modate 100 more boarders next
June. Tuition, board, and all fees
total $130 a year.

The American scholastics began
teaching English two days after
their arrival in June, 1943. (The
school year runs from the first week
in June to the middle of March.)
After a few months spent learning
Spanish, Norman Martin, S.J., took

76



THE FIVE RACES OF MEN

AMERICAN INDIANS—once a wandering people of the wilderness whose
glory was warfare and speechmaking, now a race with a vanishing culture.

INDIANS (of India)—370,000,000 people, fatalistic pagan religion ranging
from cultured attitudes to gross cruelties, passive philosophy of life, rigid
caste system, 75 languages, eminent scholars, people 93% illiterate, now
subject to a white group they very much dislike.

ARABS (of Iraq)—mostly Mohammedans, actively anti-Christian for cen­
turies, government in the hands of very few, masses poor and uneducated, un­
organized except on religion, fiercely proud, suspicious of foreigners.

JAMAICANS—once a transplanted primitive people, many as slaves, now
with some able leaders, masses uneducated, dispirited, listless, mixed with
other racial groups, including white; subject economically and politically to
outsiders, still inclined to revival religion.

CHINESE—until recently, set social codes, poor, unlettered masses (450,-
000,000), brilliant educated leaders, rich in literature and art and some prac­
tical inventiveness, backward mechanically, strangely tolerant of and in­
different to religion, undergoing war and planned social revolution.

This is the work of American Jesuit Missions.

• 1N0IIA o INDIANS • JAMAICA • NEGRO • THE PHILIPPINES • AFIELD
I

over a course in Ancient History;
Louis Grenier, S.J., one in mathe­
matics (both of which they now
teach in Spanish),and Joseph Small,
S.J., developed a special course in
Basic English as a short cut to a
commercial mastery of the language.

Connected with the college is a
small “Apostolic School” which is
training 25 prospective candidates
for the priesthood.

Then there is a Church at Gra­
nada—the Church of Jalteva, and
another church, “Santo Domingo”
in Managua, the capital.

In PANAMA, there is only the
one church of San Francisco. It
stands on the shore of the Pacific;
the residence itself is built out over
the Ocean. For years the Catholic
Panamenans have been agitating for
a Jesuit University in Panama City.
Recently this agitation was renewed,
especially for an American founda­
tion. Strategically, Panama de­
serves to be site of one of the great­

est universities of the whole Society.
In EL SALVADOR the Jesuits

conduct the Seminario Central de
San Salvador, which is the archdio­
cesan seminary, and according to
universal testimony, the best semi­
nary in Central America. (With
the single exception of the Seminary
of San Jose, Costa Rica, the other
seminaries are pitifully inadequate
institutions, poorly housed, poorly
staffed, with an average of three
professors and twenty students).
The Seminario Central de San
Salvador has a personnel of nine

9 Fathers, two Scholastics, and three
Brothers. There are 78 Seminarians.

The Day School in El Salvador,
called Externado de San Jose, is
staffed by 11 Fathers, 3 Scholastics
and 3 Brothers, and has 271 stu­
dents. Like the college at Granada,
the course is equivalent to high
school plus a year or two of college
studies. Attached to the school is
the church of San Jose.

At Santa Tecla, there is a village
church and a small Apostolic school
which are cared for by four Fathers,
one Scholastic and three Brothers.

GUATEMALA still has a gov­
ernment decree limiting the number
of Jesuits in the country to seven,
four Fathers and three Scholastics.
The six there now are in charge of
the minor seminary of the Guate­
mala Archdiocese which has 33 stu­
dents.

There are no Jesuit houses in
Spanish Honduras or Costa Rica.
Both countries had laws excluding
the Society of Jesus. However, the
President of Honduras has just sig­
nified his willingness to receive
United States Jesuits into the coun­
try; and the Costa Rican law has
been repealed—the repeal to become
effective after the war. Catholics of

• San Jose, the capital of Costa Rica,
fully expect a Jesuit College to be
opened there within six months after
the end of the war.
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• . . and the Bills Too
are STEEP

Either of these two agencies will gladly re|ay your gift to Jamaica.

rev. thomas McDermott, s.j.
1
1
1

300 Newbury Street, II
Boston 51, Massachusetts 1
Dear Father: 1|

Enclosed you will find my contribution.
the gigantic work of the Jesuits in Jamaica.

i
Name ................ I

Address ............
................................... 1

1
1

---------------- ----------------- 1

JESUIT MISSION PRESS
------------------------ !

1
1

9€2 Madison Avenue, 11
New York 21, N. Y. 1
Dear Father:

1
1|

Enclosed you will find my contribution.... 1

the gigantic work of the Jesuits in Jamaica. |
I|

Name .......... 1
................................... 1

Address .......... 1V

The importing of school supplies, gasoline, and
numerous other articles for the Jamaica mission
in normal times involves heavy expenses. Under
the present conditions such expenses are fabu­
lous. The missionary efforts of American Jesuits
for nearly forty years in Jamaica must be pre­
served. At present there are on the island

Main Mission Stations ... 17
Sub Mission Stations ... 68
Schools . • 44

Much is yet to be accomplished because there
are more than 1,000,000 souls to be converted.
Your support is greatly desired. Your apostolic
charity will be constantly remembered in the
Masses of the Jesuit missionaries of Jamaica.



COMMUNICATIONS
The Editor will welcome your communication on any topic connected with Jesuit Missions and Jesuit Missionaries

Rosaries Needed
To the Editor:

Undoubtedly the readers of Jesuit
Missions are well aware of the fact that
there is a critical shortage of rosaries
and other religious articles for our armed
forces today. The demand for rosaries
exceeds the supply. The writer is mak­
ing an urgent appeal for beads of any
kind that could be used to make rosa­
ries, such as broken strings of neck­
bands, wooden beaded bags, etc. New
rosaries will be made out of this old
material. There is also a need of scapu­
lars, holy pictures, small crucifixes,
medals, novena prayers, prayer books,
Sacred Heart badges, holy water fonts,
etc. The religious articles will be sent
to Chaplains in all parts of the world.

Kindly send all articles to:
Rev. Mother Superior,
St Francis de Sales Convent,
2647 Ohio Avenue, St. Louis, Mo.
St. Louis, Mo. Mrs. M. V. McG.

Sympathy
To the Editor:

I have been shocked by the articles
in the secular papers of the past week
publicizing the atrocities of the Japanese
in the Philippines. Knowing that you

CATHOLIC HERALD
(Published Id London for the World)

A Subscriber writes:
“I am whole-beartedly in sympathy with the policy

of your paper in Its courageous loyalty to the Holy
Bee, regardless of political unrests too often short­
sightedly pursued by Catholics. This baa enabled
you to support the wise attitude of President Rooae-
relc to defend France, a policy which is far more
certain to bring the kind of peace we all want than
the one you, to your lasting honor, nare steadily re­
fused to follow. ... 1 congratulate you on the
admirable tone of your paper, and I hope it will
continue to flourish.”

Animal Subscription S3.lt
(Payable by International Money Order)

New Catholic Herald, Ltd.
17 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, Rn gland

ass Address Cants sf * last Is germaatad fibre that are
ttoih and as durable as metal. Yet aa ordinary type­
writer will stenoll your addreaaas In than at type-
wrltlai speed. Send for booklet. ”8tory of a Father
aid Son or Unsorowlnp the Insorvtabls "

THE ELLIOTT ADDRESSING MACHINE 00.
119 Albnny Street Cambrldos, Mass. 

have many American priests, scholastics
and brothers in the Islands I wish to
assure that I have increased my prayers
for your missionaries. I have no doubt
that they will be true to the spirit of
St. Ignatius, soldier saint, and accept
these added sacrifices with great courage.

Yonkers, N. Y. F. C. P.

Missionaries’ Prayers Requested
To the Editor:

While visiting a magazine room at
camp I found a copy of Jesuit Missions.
While reading it my attention was par­
ticularly attracted by the appeal for the
sixty-one American Jesuits in Jamaica.
In the same issue I also read an im­
pressive letter in the communications col­
umn. It was entitled “Witness the pow­
er of missionary’s prayers.” It was
signed by the initials Mrs. P. W.

From my earliest days at home and
in school I have been taught to place
great confidence in prayer. I must con­
fess, however, that at times I have doubt­
ed. This I know to be a lack of faith
because all prayers are answered. As
proof of this I offer the fact that God
has blessed me with a saintly mother, a
wonderful wife and a darling child.

Would you kindly ask the Jamaica mis­
sionaries to commend these three in their
prayers to the Sacred Heart. May it
be God’s Will that I return home and 

enjoyable literature from Jesuit Mission
Press.

Philadelphia, Pa. B. D.

Positive - Negative
To the Editor:

Each month I read with interest the ex­
planation of the Mission Intention.
Usually these intentions center around
a particular mission country. It might
help for interest also to have a definite
advocate by using a picture of some
Jesuit martyr of the country concerned.
I know that there are Jesuit Martyrs in
the Orient, South America, and India.
We can therefore direct our prayers
through the intercession of the saint
selected for that month.

Now for a negative comment: My is­
sues of Jesuit Missions have come
rather irregularly during the past few
months. Perhaps you have heard the
same complaint from many others. I can
sympathize with you since I have a
friend associated with a magazine. She
claims that there is serious trouble in the
printing plants to secure mailing clerks.
I hope that this is also your reason for
the irregularity. If it is I wish to apolo­
gize for offering this criticism. When
you eagerly look forward to a magazine
you do become impatient with such cir-
custances.

Cincinnnati, Ohio. A. G. S.

share happiness with them after the war.
Bartow, La. T. J. H.

Inspiration for America
To the Editor:

I have just completed my first year
as a subscriber to Jesuit Missions. I
do wish to express my appreciation for
the very enjoyable articles that I have
read in your magazine. I would like,
however, to make this suggestion.

It would seem that articles describing
the heroic sacrifices made by the early
missionaries of our country would do
much to deepen our appreciation of the
Catholic Church of America. Most of
these missionaries came from Europe.
Hence we are deeply indebted to them
for giving us the great gift of faith. It
is time now that America manifested a
similar apostolic spirit in bringing our
heritage to other lands. I have noted at
times in the magazine emphasis on the
necessity of the world looking to Ameri­
ca for missionaries. Such articles might
make us realize the serious obligation we
have to give to others what we have
received.

Looking forward to another year of

A.B. and B.S. COURSES

Entrance by Certificate
or by Examination

Conducted by the Jesuits

DEGREES
BACHELOR OF ARTS
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE in BIOL­

OGY. CHEMISTRY. PHYSICS. BUSI­
NESS ADMINISTRATION. HISTORY.
SOCIAL SCIENCES and EDUCA­
TION.

Bulletin of Information on Request
Address: Dean of Freshmen,

Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass,

NAVAL ROTC
New courses especially adapted to the

nation's officer training program.

HOLY CROSS
COLLEGE

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS
1843-1943
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Thomas B. Cannon, S.J. REPORTING
TEN months ago four Jesuits

left the United States for
Central America. Since that

time, though many inquiries were
made by friends, no report could be
given to them until now. Most of
the questions concerned Nicaragua
where we were sent in June 1943.

History and Statistics

In area Nicaragua is about 50,000
square miles with a coast line ex­
tending 300 miles on the Caribbean
and 200 miles on the Pacific, a
population of approximately 1,240,-
000; its largest cities being Managua
(62,000); Leon (59,000); Mata-
galpa (40,000) and Granada (27,-
000). The majority of the people
are “mestizo0 (mixed White and
Indian).

Its history is “interesting.” The
name was derived from an aboriginal
chief named Nicarao or Nicaragua,
who held sway in the regions 

around the lake when the Spaniards
first explored the ^country under
Davila in 1522. Nicarao and his
tribe were converted and helped the
Spaniards conquer the other tribes.
In 1523 the fate of most of Central
America was influenced by the de­
feat of the great Guatemaltecan In­
dian leader Quezaltenango, in a ter­
rible battle against the Spaniards.
From that time on, Nicaragua was
a Spanish possession as part of the
Province or “Captain-Generalcy” of
Guatemala, which included all Cen­
tral America and part of Mexico.

THE Captain-Generalcy of Gua­
temala, 300 years later, on Sep­

tember 15, 1821, declared its inde­
pendence of Spain, and achieved its
liberty with little bloodshed. Almost
at once, however, it came under the
domination of the Emperor Itur-
bibe, as part of the Empire of
Mexico; but the overthrow of the
Mexican Empire two years later 

returned the autonomy of Central
America to its own people.

From 1823 to 1839, Nicaragua
was one of five states composing
the Central American Confedra-
tion. Its independence dates from
1840.

For years Nicaragua was a bat­
tleground of the two rival cities,
Leon (capital of the Liberal party)
and Granada (capital of the Con­
servatives). In 1856, the Ameri­
can adventurer, William Walker,
arrived with an army of 66 men,
and taking the side of Leon, fought
a bitter war against Granada. He
was successful; and for a time was
President of the Republic; but was
executed in 1860. The United
States and British Governments
were very interested spectators in
the Walker incident. The rival
claims of Leon and Granada to the
capital of the country was solved
by disregarding both and making
Managua the capital.
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Market-place scene in Managua, capital of Nicaragua. The people are "mestizo," mixed Indian and White.

A SERIES of petty revolutions
and a few years of peace under

Conservative Presidents culminated
in 1893 with the bloody revolution
led by the Liberal, Jose Zelaya, who
became President and ruled Nica­
ragua with an iron hand until 1909.
During his regime, two Americans
were tortured and executed; the
United States broke off diplomatic

-.relations with the Zelaya Govern-
iment, and sent the United States
i Cruiser “Des Moines” to Bluefields
•on the east coast (traditional birth-
iplace of revolutions.) The Con­
servatives revolted and took control
oof the Government; the “Des
’Moines,” sent to “keep the peace,”
prevented the Zelaya forces from
flighting back; and Zelaya himself
ifled. After an interval of uncer­
tainty, Adolfo Diaz was elected
IPresident in 1910. In 1912 he asked
tithe United States to send Marines
tito Nicaragua to insure peaceful elec­
tions ; and the Marines remained in
iNicaragua from 1912 to 1925; and
gagain from 1927 to 1933.

Diaz was succeeded by Emiliano
(Chamorro; during whose regime,
mnder the Bryan-Chamorro Treaty
of 1916, Nicaragua ceded to the
^United States in perpetuity the 

right to build an interoceanic canal
through Nicaragua. He was suc­
ceeded by his nephew, Diego Cha­
morro (1920-1923), who died in
office. The result was confusion.
Elections were held in 1924 (under
laws framed by an American ex­
pert) and it was thought that peace
had been won when the leader of the
Conservatives, Solorzano, was elect­
ed President; and the leader of the
Liberals, Sacasa, was elected vice-
president on a coalition ticket. The
marines were withdrawn. Then
several factions went to war. The
former President, Emiliano Cha­
morro, stormed Managua, ousted
both Solorzano and Sacasa and as­
sumed the Presidency. Sacasa ap­
pealed to Washington for help, was
refused and went to Mexico. An­
other Liberal leader, Gen. Sandino,
became a bandit chief preying on
the Government.

President Calles of Mexico fur­
nished Sacasa with arms, ammuni­
tion and men, and he advanced on
Managua. This roused Washing­
ton to action. Marines returned to
eliminate Sacasa. Col. Henry L.
Stimson went to Nicaragua as per­
sonal representative of President
Coolidge and arranged an armistice 

between the warring factions. Gen.
Jose Moncada was peacefully elec­
ted President, being succeeded by
Sacasa in 1932. The Marines
finally ended their long war with
Sandino on February 3, 1933. In
1936, the present President, Gen.
Anastasio Somoza, was elected,
and took office the following Jan­
uary.

Ecclesiastical History

THE ecclesiastical history of Nic­
aragua, like all the rest, is linked

with Mexico and Guatemala. The
Diocese of Nicaragua was erected
in 1534, Diego Alvarez being first
Bishop. It was at first a suffragan
see of Mexico. In the 18th century,
Pope Benedict XIV made it a
suffragan see of Guatemala. The
original episcopal residence was at
Leon. (The old cathedral there is
impressive for its beauty and its
cleanliness.)

By a Concordat between the Holy
See and the Republic of Nicaragua,
arranged in 1861, the Catholic re­
ligion was recognized as the state
religion. After 1894, however, the
Zelaya Government entered on a
course of anti-Catholic legislation.
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Jesuit History

THE Jesuits first came to Nic­
aragua in 1616, when a church

was opened in Granada. In 1622
or 1625 a college was founded at
Leon; but it did not long survive.
A Governor of Nicaragua, Don
Pablo Mendez de Loyola, (a rela­
tive of Saint Ignatius) resigned his
office and became a Jesuit lay-
brother; for 15 years he acted as
porter (probably at the college in
Guatemala), dying in 1705.

There is record of missions con­
ducted by Jesuits in San Salvador
in 1694—the only work of the Old
Society in El Salvador. The most
glorious record of the Old Society
in Central America was made in
Guatemala. There, in 1607, the
Church of San Francisco de Borja
was opened; and in the same year
was established the famous Colegio
de San Francisco de Borja, with
full faculties; which continued in
existence until April 1767, when
King Charles III expelled the
Jesuits from all his dominions.

THE entire history of the So­
ciety in Central America has

been the story of successive expul­
sions from one country after an­
other, for trying to do the work of
the Church in spite of the Masonic
governments in power.

The Jesuits returned to Guate­
mala in 1851, to preach and hear
Confessions. In October of that

(Left) American Capuchins at Blue­
fields, Nicaragua. (Right) Jesuits
Grenier and Small with Bishop Nied-
hammer, O.F.M.Cap., being stared at.

year, they undertook to direct the
Seminary at the request of the Or­
dinary. It became a Seminary-Col­
lege, staffed by three Fathers and
two Brothers. Later a Church was
built; and still later a Jesuit novi­
tiate was opened (1852). In 1857
a church and residence were opened
at Quezaltenango, Guatemala; and
a college was built there. Shortly
after this, a house was opened at
Liningston, on the Atlantic Coast.

In 1871 however, all Jesuits were
expelled from Guatemala!

SOME of the Fathers exiled from
Guatemala landed at Corinto,

Nicaragua, and once again the So­
ciety began work in that country.
The first efforts were made at Leon,
where the Church of the Recollec­
tion was entrusted to their min­
istry; then, successively, at Chin-
andega, El Viejo, Granada, Mana­
gua, Masaya (where the Church of
San Juan became a Jesuit Church)
and Rivas. Father Francisco San
Roman, famous Jesuit of that time,
founded the residences of Masaya,
Granada and Rivas. For a time,
(1872-1881), the Leon Seminary
was conducted by Jesuits. The Leon
Sodality was founded and produced
illustrious Catholic men; one of its 

members was Ruben Dario, hero­
poet of Nicaragua. In 1878 a resi­
dence was built in Matagalpa; then
a church. Jesuits made the plans
for the present Cathedral of Mata­
galpa.

In 1881, all Jesuits were expelled
from Nicaragua under the Presi­
dency of General Don Joaquin
Zabala. (His son, Don Juan Za­
bala, now lives in Granada and is
an enthusiastic alumnus of our col­
lege!)

In Costa Rica, the Colegio de
San Luis Gonzaga had been founded
in January, 1876, at Cartago. A
church was opened there the same
year. In 1884 however, the Society
was expelled from Costa Rica by
the Masonic government!

SEVERAL Jesuits had been do­
ing parochial work in San Sal­

vador, capital of El Salvador, since
1869; but they were expelled from
El Salvador by the Marshal Don
Santiago Gonzalez, President of the
Republic from 1871 to 1876; his
rule of five years was marked by
two wars with Honduras, an earth­
quake, which in 1873 destroyed San
Salvador (and with it the former
Jesuit Church of San Francisco),
and a war with Guatemala!

There is much yet to be done.
There are demands for Jesuit col­
leges, universities, missions, social
action programs. . . . “The fields
are white to the harvest . . • but
the laborers are few. . .
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FIGURES that COUNT
Anthony Schirmann, SJ>

DID you ever add up a col­
umn of figures, check the
results again and again, and

sstill find that the total was higher
tthan you dared to believe? In put­
ting out the new Jesuit Mission
catalogue, that’s what happened to
ime.' I expected we would have done
well just to hold our own, what
with the war, normal deaths, and
tthe difficulty of replacements. But
Inere are the facts.

Before Pearl Harbor the U. S.
J|esuit Provinces had 7 Bishops, 401
EPriests, 179 Scholastics, 87 Broth­
ers, a total of 674 Jesuit Mission-
aaries attached to the missions. As­
certaining the facts for 1944 was not
ssuch a simple task—due to the war,
amd difficulty of communication.
Figures had to be double checked.
But the grand total of Jesuit mis­
sionaries of the American Provinces
oaf the United States was 7 Bishops,
4180 Priests, 175 Scholastics, 84
Brothers. Total 746. Increase 72.

I tried to whittle down that fig-
uire. It represented the total num­
ber of men on the missions at home
amd abroad as well as those who
were detained in this country for
vsarious reasons.

IRST strike from the list those
now in the United States who 

arre not engaged at present in mis-
siion work at all. They were once 

on the missions, are destined to re­
turn to the missions as soon as pos­
sible, but have returned for more
studies; or they were the sick who
came home for treatment, or they
were young men assigned to the
mission, who keep their eyes glued
on the far horizon waiting for their
first chance to go. But there were
fewer of these than I had suspected,
59 in all. Furthermore, new men
had gone to Iraq and India, Alaska,
British Honduras and Jamaica, and
a group of four had entered a new
field in Nicaragua. Adding up the
score I found that 687 are at their
posts’ doing mission work in 1944.

The number still seemed large,
and naturally so for this number
represented those in the foreign
field as well as those engaged in
mission work within the boundaries
of the United States. True, it was
real missionary work they were do­
ing and there were 19 more of them
in the field than in 1941. The work
among the Negroes demands the
services of more priests. The paro­
chial and educational work among
the American Indians calls for many
Priests, Scholastics and Brothers;
and the Spanish speaking people of
Colorado, Texas and New Mexico
could not be neglected. In all 133
Jesuits were devoting their services
to the missions at our very door.
This reduced my original figure to

564—7 Bishops, 339 Priests, 153
Scholastics and 55 Brothers.

THOSE were the bare figures.
They told a story. But there

is a far more glorious story that
lies behind the figures. It will be
known in its full detail only on the
last day. But we may catch a
glimpse even now. These figures
do not tell you that since Pearl Har­
bor 15 native Filipino Jesuits have
already begun their novitiate in the
Philippines, that faculties of the col­
leges and high schools in India,
Iraq and Jamaica have increased
their numbers, that in spite of the
war scholastics have been ordained
Priests in China and India, that
many others have almost completed
their theological studies and will be
ready for the anointing oils of the
Bishop before many months. The
figures will never tell you that of
the 23 Priests in Alaska six are per­
forming the duties of Auxiliary
Military Chaplains in addition to
their regular missionary duties, that
in India and Jamaica, they are do­
ing the same. Bare figures cannot
of themselves reveal such facts. But
one conclusion forces itself upon
you. Despite the war, despite the
internment of American Priests,
Scholastics and Brothers, the man­
power on the American Jesuit mis­
sions has increased. God be praised!

The Universal Language
A French soldier fell mortally wounded on the beach at Dunkirk. Beside him knelt an English lieutenant,

trying to ease his pain. No words were spoken, none could be, for they spoke different languages. Death was
only a minute away. With a supreme effort the Frenchman reached inside his tunic, drew out his Rosary,
kissed it and gave it to the Englishman. They both understood the universal language of the Faith.—Father
Welxmiller recently met the English lieutenant in India.
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W NEW BOOKS
The Apostle of Alaska, The Life
of Charles John Seghers, D.D.
By Monsignor Maurice De Baets
Translated from the French
By Sister Mary Mildred, S.S.A.

For all who are interested in Alaska
the above mentioned life of Archbishop
Seghers, which is now presented to the
English reading public, will prove a
source of authentic record of the heroic
labors of the Apostle of Alaska and the
beginnings of the Alaska Missions. More­
over, the chapters devoted to “The Apos­
tolic Field” and to the labors of Arch­
bishop Seghers, while he was Archbishop
of the metropolitan See of Oregon City,
give a comprehensive view of the devel­
opment of the Catholic Church in that
immense territory which was known in
the early part of the nineteenth century as
“The Oregon Territory.”

The author of this book drew upon not
only the official records found in Louvain,
Rome and the Federal District of Alaska,
but he had before him also over two hun­
dred and sixty letters written by the
saintly Archbishop himself and another
hundred written by Bishop Demers, the
first Bishop of Victoria, B. C., together
with letters from other Bishops, priests
and co-workers of the indefatigable and
zealous Apostle of Alaska.

Among the interesting narratives of the
apostolic visits and labors of Archbishop
Seghers in Alaska is the account of his
second visit to Alaska which he made in
1877. The voyage from Victoria, B. C.,
to Fort St. Michael near the north mouth
of the Yukon, a distance of 2,830 miles
had taken the Alaska Commercial Com­
pany’s sailing vessel, St. Paul, thirty-six
days en route via Unalaska. But he still
had a long journey to make from Fort
St. Michael via Unalakleet to his Indians
at Nulato on the Yukon. This trip re­
quired fifteen days under trying and haz­
ardous circumstances. Last year while
visiting the Missions on the lower Yukon
and Bering Sea, the reviewer made the
same trip over the same route traversed
by the Archbishop nearly sixty-four years
before, in exactly an hour and forty min­
utes—by the U. S. mail plane. Arch­
bishop Seghers spent over a year in visit­
ing the Indians on the Yukon and up the
Koyukuk River almost to the Artic Cir­
cle, before he returned to his See. Five
trips in all were made by this zealous mis­
sionary to the northland. On his last
trip in 1886 he was accompanied by

Fathers Tosi and Robaut of the Society
of Jesus, whom he had asked to help him
in the evangelization of the natives of
Alaska. It was during this voyage that
he was stricken by the hand of an assas­
sin and went to receive the reward of his
missionary labors in the forty-seventh
year of his age.

Finally a word should be said concern­
ing the work of the translator, a “labor
of love” to make better known the zealous
endeavors of this missionary Bishop. Sis­
ter Mary Mildred, S.S.A., is well quali­
fied for the translating of the book, “Vie
de Monseigneur Seghers.” She belongs
to the Order of the Sisters of St. Ann,
Victoria, B. C., and she has been associ­
ated with some of the Sisters who knew
the Archbishop personally and with oth­
ers of her Community who have labored
in the Missions of Alaska. The Sisters
of St. Ann have three schools for native
children in this mission district. More­
over, her translator’s notes are invaluable
for the correct understanding of the Life.
Due to imperfect maps and unknown con­
ditions in this vast territory, mistakes
were likely to occur in the earlier edition;
these have been corrected. A controversy
has arisen concerning the exact date of
the murder of Archbishop Seghers. The
three Jesuit Fathers who wrote about his
death gave three different dates of the
event, viz, November 26, 27, and 28. The
translator of the book inclines to the opin­
ion that November 27th is the correct
date.

It will be well worth one’s while to
read this interesting account of the mis­
sionary labors of a great Archbishop who
resigned a metropolitan See in order to
return to the Diocese of Victoria and
continue his missionary work among the
natives of Alaska. The English version
of Monsignor De Baets book is quite
readable; the English translation flows
nicely and there is a noticeable absence
of French idiomatic expression. May
this book receive a warm welcome from
the Catholic reading public.

Bishop Fitzgerald, S.J.
St. Anthony Guild Press, Paterson, N. J. $2.50.

The Race Question and the Negro
John La Farge, S.J.

Father La Farge, whose authority on
the Negro question none would dispute,
has added several important chapters to
his book “Interracial Justice” (1938)
and thus has made it a ‘must’ book for 

anyone who wants a clear cut analysis of
the race question which in many parts
of our country resolves itself into the
Negro question.

In true scholastic fashion Father La
Farge begins with an intelligent discus­
sion of racism, progresses to racial dif­
ferences and proposes the present plight
of the Negro. With a discussion on
human rights he then gives us the Cath­
olic approach to the race question.

Since he knows his field from study as
well as contact with the unlettered farm­
ers of the South as well as their more
cultured colored brethren in New York
and other metropolitan centers he does
not gloss over such subjects ’as economic
security, opportunity, segregation, race
prejudice and social equality with con­
comitant bogie of intermarriage. He
brings you back to the fundamental Chris­
tian principles that underlie these prob­
lems if there is to be more than a make­
shift solution.

In the section of the book (pp. 210-282)
which he calls “Solutions” Father La
Farge has set in ordered array a series
of the fallacious slogans that one too
often hears for justifying violations of
interracial justice and supplies you with
concise answers to each assertion.

The revised book is welcome at this
time when the market is flooded with
quickly compiled books that agitate rather
than solve the already acute problem of
racial injustice.

A comprehensive index and bibliog­
raphy on the race question and the Negro
makes this a handy reference book for
seminars, study clubs and round table dis­
cussions on the Negro question.

Longmans, Green & Co., New York. $2.50.

Chile: A Geographic
Extravaganza
Benjamin Subercaseaux
(Translated By Angel Flores

Angel Flores has rendered a fine trans­
lation of Benjamin Subercaseaux’ “crazy
geography” of Chile, as he terms his
book. It is a literary travelogue of the
country that extends from Africa to
Cape Horn. In its the author tells much
that you will not find in the geographies
and guide books of Chile and still more
that you would miss were you to visit it
personally. He blends the geographic,
the historic and the legendary in an inter­
esting narrative to which he adds his own
caustic observations.
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M.W., Brooklyn .................. 1.00
M.B., New Rochelle............. 1.00 )
Mrs. J.B., Derby.................... 1.00
D.Z., New York.................... 1.00
J.F.R., Brooklyn.................. 1.00
M.F.F., Brooklyn ................ 1.00
J.C., New York.................... 1.00
J.E., St. Albans...................... 1.00
M.J.L., Brooklyn.................. 1.00
M.L., New York.................... 1.00
QB., New York.................... 1.00
K.A.C., New York............... 1.00
G.O’R., New York............. 1.00
C.L., New York.................... 1.00

. T.E.R., New York...............1.00
G.C., Brooklyn.................... 1.00
D.McG., Jackson Hts........... 1.00
T.M., Whitestone............... 1.00
Mrs. K.F., Brooklyn............. 1.00
M.O’C., New York............. 1.00
Mrs. N.J., Brooklyn............. 1.00
M.B., New Rochelle............. 1.00
D.Z., New York.................... 1.00
J.F.R., Brooklyn .................. 1.00
A.deA., New York................ 1.00
A.W., Brooklyn .................. 1.00
W.H., Brooklyn .................. 1.00
G., Brooklyn........................ 1.00
E.A.McM., New York......... 1.00
H.B., Beechhursc.................. LOO
W.E.B., Brooklyn ............... 1.00

Ohio'.
G.S.H., Cincinnati ............. 30.00
G.W.C., Cleveland ............. 5.00
O.C.M., E. Cleveland........... 5.00
T.F.M., Cleveland............... 5.00
H.B.L., Cincinnati ............. 3.00 1
E.F.K., Springfield ............. 2.00
P.R.K., Cleveland................ 2.00 •
L.A., Lakewood.................... 1.75
E.P., Cleveland .................... 1.00
C.V., Cleveland.................... 1.00
N.family, University Hts.. . 1.00
E.A.C., Cincinnati ............. 1.00
H.G.P., Canton....................

Pennsylvania:
1.00

T.P.C., McKeesport ........... . 10.00
B.H., Philadelphia............... 5.00
A.M.C., Philadelphia ......... 5.00
M.E.W., Philadelphia......... 3.00
R.F., Philadelphia............... 2.00
F.K., Philadelphia............... 1.00
A.E.S., Philadelphia ........... 1.00
A.M.B., Philadelphia........... 1.00

Rhode Island:
J.L., Pawtucket.................... 10.00
A.&A.S., Providence........... 2.0U
E.Q, Providence.................. 1.00

South Carolina:
P.&J.S., Charleston............. 1.00

Tennessee:
L.L., Memphis...................... . 100.00

Texas:
W.P.T., Houston ............... 9.00
B.H., Houston...................... 2.00
J.D., San Antonio............... .50

Washington:
J.N.G., Seattle ............. . 10.00
F.P., Seattle........................ 4.00
Mrs. M.B., Tacoma......... 3.00
Mrs. F.J., Seattle.................. 1.00 j

Wisconsin:
J.A.B., Milwaukee .... 15.00
W.L.K., West Allis... 2.00
K.J., Milwaukee .................. 2.00
Gratitude is also expressed for twelve

thousand three hundred and twenty-
three Mass stipends.

6B a
Qrateful Acknowledgments

Jesuit Missions gladly transmits
money gifts to any Jesuit Missionary.

Gifts for the Missions
California:

H.B., Los Angeles................ . $15.00
Mrs. R.C., Beverly Hills. . 10.00
E.A.McC., San Francisco. . 9.00
J.M.P., Los Altos................ 5.00
L.O’L., San Francisco......... 5.00
Mrs. M.R., San Francisco. 3.00
Mrs. W.J.M., San Francisco 2.00
C.J.W., Inglewood ........... 2.00
M.M., San Francisco........... 1.85
R.R., Los Angeles................ 1.00
Mrs. J.L.T., Los Angeles. . 1.00
E.K., Los Angeles................ 1.00

Colorado:
K.L.R., Denver .................. 1.00
Mrs. C.J.L., Sterling......... 1.00

Connecticut:
M.F.P., Fairfield ................ 1.00
A.G.C., Norwalk ............. 1.00

District of Columbia:
F.A.B., Washington ......... 5.00

Florida:
O.T., Coral Gables............. 30.00
E.J., Miami Beach............. 9.00
Mrs. C.E.C., St. Augustine 1.00

Georgia:
Mrs. N.T.I., Macon........... 1.00
A.M.G., Savannah............. 1.00

Illinois:
G.J.O., Chicago ................ 15.00
E.L.F., Chicago .................. 2.00
E.A.H., Peoria.................... 1.00
GM., Joliet ......................... 1.00
A.C.C., Chicago ................ .50

Indiana:
F.J.M., Evanston................ . . 100.00
A.J.M., Kokomo ................ 25.00
Mrs. T.S., Gary.................. 1.00
M.G., South Bend................ 1.00
R.&M.C., Decatur ........... 1.00

Kentucky:
W.A.M., Covington ......... 50.00

Louisiana:
C.J.G., New Orleans......... 5.00
J.G., New Orleans............. 4.00
C.L.J., New Orleans........... 3.00
V.F., New Orleans.............. 2.00
E.O., New Orleans............. 1.00

Maine:
A.J.C., Bangor .................. 1.00

Maryland:
P.S., Baltimore .................. 5.00

Massachusetts:
C.S., Holyoke .................... . . 50.00
G.C., Waltham .................. . . 25.00
C.G., Roxbury .................. . . 15.00
Mrs. T.W., Waltham......... . . 10.00
Mrs. C.R., Wollaston.... 10.00
M.A.M., Everett............. *. 5.00
M.O’C., Lenox .................. 5.00
M.B., Roslindale ................ 5.00
G.M.B., Boston .................. 5.00
N.C., Waltham.................. 5.00
Mrs. M., Roxbury............. 3.00
J.J.H., Brockton................ 2.00
M.J., Boston ...................... 2.00
J.F.G., Milton.................... 2.00
T.F.C., Milton .................. 2.00
M.C., Boston...................... 2.00
M.A.M., Boston.................. 2.00
Mrs. T.J.F., Roslindale... 2.00
M.M., Dorchester............. 2.00te ---------------

——

a--------------—/
G.S.W., Lee........................... 2.00
K.C.K., Andover................... 2.00
J.B.F., Medford ..................... 2.00
I.P., Brockton..................... 1.00
B.S., Allston ......................... 1.00
Mrs. C.M., W. Somerville. . . 1.00
M.J., Dorchester ................... 1.00
A.H., Roxbury..................... 1.00
K.F.McC., Boston................. 1.00
R.A.L. Cambridge................. 1.00
E.D., Williamsett ................. 1.00 1
M.P.J., Brighton ................... 1.00
K.E.R., Dorchester............... 1.00
J.Z., Brockton....................... 1.00
Mrs. J.F.K., Quincy............... 1.00
E.L.K., Dorchester ............... 1.00
Mrs. M.H., Brighton ........... 1.00
B.L., Brookline ..................... 1.00
A.I.M., W. Roxbury............ 1.00
M.E.McL, Dorchester.......... .75

Minnesota:
J.P.R., Minneapolis ............... 2.00
J.F.S., St. Paul....................... 1.00
C.M.W., Lake City............... 1.00

Missouri:
G.H., St. Louis....................... 50.00
C.K., Clayton ....................... 1.00
A.C.R., St. Louis................... 1.00 1
L.S., St. Louis......................... 1.00
T.S.F., St. Louis..................... 1.00
H.J.R., Mexico ..................... 1.00

Nebraska:
V.F.J., Omaha....................... 1.00

New Jersey:
QMcG., Hoboken................. 50.00
L.H., Passaic ......................... 15.00
H.J.C., Morristown ............. 2.00
Mrs. R.R., Rockaway.......... 1.00
P.B., Jersey City..................... 1.00
H.F., Trenton....................... 1.00
F.M.B., Trenton ................... 1.00
G.S., Jersey City..................... 1.00
A.F., Rumson ....................... 1.00
E.C., Somerdale..................... 1.00

New York:
Mrs. F.E.K., New York......... 15.00
H. McD., Brooklyn............. 5.00
H.A.McQ, New York........... 5.00 •
J.W.O’C., Brooklyn ............. 5.00
A.N., Glendale ..................... 5.00
C.W.C., Wahopac................. 5.00
Mrs. B.D., New York.......... 5.00
Mrs. E.M., New York.......... 3.00
W.B.S., Long Island City. . . 3.00
QA.M., New York............... 3.00
N.J., New York..................... 3.00
H.A.H., New York............... 2.00
J.L., New York..................... 2.00
D.W., New York................... 2.00
A.M., Brooklyn..................... 2.00
M.A.W., New York............... 2.00
M.J.W., Jackson Hts............ 2.00
C.A.M., Kingston................. 2.00
D.B., New York..................... 1.00
P.R., New York..................... 1.00
M.L., New York................... 1.00
C.A.R., New York............... 1.00
M.A.McD., Rego Park.......... 1.00
M.M., Brooklyn ................... 1.00
J.M.P., Elmhurst ................. 1.00 1
D.B., New York..................... 1,00 1
M.W., Brooklyn ................... 1.00
A.F., New York..................... 1.00
C.A.R., New York................. 1.00
M.A.McD., Rego Park........... 1.00
M.M., Brooklyn ................... 1.00
J.M.P., Elmhurst................... 1.00
L.P., Brooklyn....................... 1.00a - ---------------- ffl
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the Orient Francis Xavier wrote

for his vocation and in humble admiration for his 
saintly friend, Xavier wrote these letters kneeling.
A white heat of sincerity runs through them. In one he wrote: ‘‘There are now in these parts a very large
number of people who have only one reason for not becoming Christians, and that is—there is no one to
make them Christians. I would like to rush through the Universities of Europe, crying out like a madman,
appealing for missionaries for the Indies.”

In 1944 the same message comes from the missions. In China an average of 80,000 become Catholics every
year; but the annual birth rate of the same country is estimated at 8,000,000. Souls are being created one
hundred times faster than we can convert them. More missionaires will mean more conversions. Hundreds
of missionaries are needed to expand the Kingdom of God.

JESUIT MISSION PRESS 962 Madison Avenue New York, 21, N. Y.

Kindly send JESUIT MISSIONS to

Name 

Address  ..........................................................

City Zone State

Donor’s Name 

Address 
Subscription rate: One year $1-00 Six years

The first promptings of a vocation are
often occassioned by reading about the
missionaries. The formation of strong
ideals for life in others are often aided
immeasurably by the same reading. You
might be able to foster a vocation or
aid a soul for life by sending JESUIT
MISSIONS to some family you know.
God can use your apostolic charity to
bring about the tremendous effects He
Desires.
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