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PREFPACE!

ALTA0UGH several beautiful Lives of St. Francis Xavier exist—
some of them in our own language—I do not think that any
excuse will be required for the attempt made in the present
work to produce a new Life, which may satisfy in some sort
the legitimate requirements of our own time. We are accus-
tomed to set a higher value than men of former generations
on those indications of personal character, in the case of great
men and conspicuous Saints, which are to be found in their
" own words, in their letters, in anecdotes which set them fami-
liarly before our eyes, and the like. The Catholics of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries would take the letter of
a Saint, for instance, of St. Teresa or St. Francis Xayvier, and cut
it to pieces for the sake of making up a signature out of letters
from separate words, or forming some holy text in the Saint’s
handwriting in the same way. Many valued such relics as these,
without caring much for the actual words and thoughts of the
Saint, which they were often content to have in a translation,
or a paraphrase which preserved the general sense, but not
the peculiar colouring and incommunicable character of the
mind from which the words proceeded ; we, on the other hand,
value above all things the minute traits of character and

1 To the First Edition,
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might be supplied, even at the present day, but which I am
painfully aware are wanting in the present work. A knowledge
of India and the East, including Japan, an acquaintance with
the scenes of his labours, with the living effects which still
remain of his preaching, notably in the south of India, with
the unchanged and unchangeable aspects of nature in the
gorgeous world of the Eastern Isles, with the half civilized
and half savage tribes to whom he preached, and of whose
manners he has given so striking an account—these and other
similar qualifications would have enabled me not only to ren-
der the picture more full and attractive, but to supply many an
absolute deficiency, and explain much that is now hardly free
from obscurity. '
. No one will rejoice more heartily than myself should any
future writer, possessed of such qualifications, undertake to
write 2 more complete life of the Saint than this can pretend
to be. In the mean time, it may serve to the glory of God
and the honour of St. Francis to have done that which has
been now attempted : that is, to give a clear narrative of his
life as it stands in the ordinary biographies, and to use the
whole of the letters and fragments which have survived to us,
in the form in which we possess them, to illustrate the life and
to speak to us of his character for themselves. The only former
biographer of St. Francis who has made much direct use of the
letters is Pere Bouhours, whose work is known in England from
its translation by Dryden. But our acquaintance with the let-
ters has been increased since his time, and he did not use those
which he had as fully as might be wished. He had the ad-
vantage, which is shared by the excellent Italian writer Massei,
over the earlier biographers, Turselline and Lucena, of writing
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life of St. Francis, which, if it had been fuller, and if the letters
had been incorporated with it, would have made superfluous
the work which is now laid before the reader. I feel bound
to say that, unpretending as this memoir is, I have found it
of the very greatest service, as it adds dates and details in a
number of places where they were wanting before; and I have
so generally found these additions correct as to have learnt to
give almost implicit confidence to any statement of M. Léon
Pages, even unsupported by a reference. M. Léon Pages is
now engaged on a work on the history of Christianity in Japan,
and I should be extremely glad to know that the volume which
relates to St. Francis Xavier's labours in that country would
appear in time for use in the second volume of this work. I
fear, however, that such will hardly be the case.

The earlier biographers of St. Francis must not be under-
valued in comparison with their successors. Turselline appears
to me to have much of that charm which hangs about such
books as Ribadeneyra’s Lives of the Saints—a sort of quaint
unction, a simple Catholic spirit, uncritical, not so much in
the sense of over credulity and want of due examination, as
in that of an absolute freedom from fear and hesitation in
dwelling on the religious and supernatural aspect of the sub-
jects treated of, and in supposing in the mind of the reader
the same loving piety and glow of devotion with which the
writers themselves were kindled. I have been fortunate enough
to meet with an old English version of Turselline, which has
enabled me to put some of the wellknown facts of the history
before the reader in language corresponding to his own in this’
. respect. Lucena’s Vide da San Francesco is a grand work,
possessing the same merit which I have attributed to Tursel-
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line, and, moreover, based upon an accurate knowledge of
documents and of the history of the Portuguese in the East.
It is a large work, here and there diffuse, but it professes to
be more than a history of the personal exertions of St. Francis
Xavier. I have also used the Portuguese writer Faria y Sousa,
who published the annals of Portuguese Asia, Asia Portuguesa,
at Lisbon in 1655.2 He was a voluminous and industrious
writer, and his facts may be thoroughly depended on. He
appears to have consulted a very large number of authorities
in the compilation of his history. His style is rather curt and
pretentious, and he dwells entirely upon the military and poli-
tical side of history. I have found him frequently confirm the
statements of the biographers of St. Francis, of whom he al-
ways speaks with a veneration which seems to reflect the high
honour which was always paid to the Saint by the Portuguese
officers and governors of India, with a few notable exceptions.

There is every reason for believing that, to speak in gene-
ral, the history of St. Francis Xavier rests upon human evid-
ence of the very highest kind. All the marvellous actions and
incidents with which it is illustrated are supported by sworn
witnesses, who came forward when the Processes were formed
in the East by the order of the King of Portugal. The docu-
ments at the disposal of Bartoli and Massei contained the de-
positions of the witnesses in each case—depositions as care-
fully and conscientiously drawn as any that pass current in legal
investigations. Bartoli very frequently gives the exact words
of the witnesses. It was not the custom in his time to add
footnotes and references: the story flows on from page to

? His works seem to have been published both in Portuguese and Spanish.
The copy used in this work is in Spanish,
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page in his grand folios without interruption or the anticipa-
tion of questioning, much as the narratives of Herodotus or
Thucydides. In our days, no doubt, he would add the names
of the witnesses and the like : but to have done it then would
have been an anachronism. I have not myself consulted the
immense mass of the documents which still exist at Rome,
but I have had the advantage of using a manuscript Relatio
super Sanctitate et Miraculis Francisci Xaverii, drawn up before
the canonization of the Saint by three distinguished Roman
theologians, auditors of the Rota in the time of Paul V., men
of the very highest character, who had examined the evidence
formally as its judges, and who made their report to the Pope
in this Relatio, upon which it seems very clear that the Bull
of Canonization was founded. In this document there is a
full account of the Processes, and each piece of testimony
which is adduced is attributed to its proper author, and it is
stated whether he was an eyewitness, or merely one who heard
others speak of what had been done. I hope in the second
volume to find room at least for an abstract of this very in-
teresting document, which is full of consummate theological
and ascetical learning.3

I may be allowed to add, that I have made it the chief
object of this work to draw out the character of St. Francis
Xavier from his own words and actions, rather than to accu-
mulate all the materials that are at the disposal of his bio-
graphers. When the letters are added to the narrative of a
life such as his, short comparatively though it was, the work
becomes almost too large, unless some points are treated con-

3 This hope had to be abandoned, on account of the great amount of mat.
ter which had to be contained in the second volume, Nofe 0 Second Edition,
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cisely. Thus,now and then an anecdote is omitted, or placed
in a note, not from the slightest wish to slur it over, but to
economize space where the reader was already familiar with
the trait of character or the evidence of power which the
anecdote might illustrate. I can only pray that the perusal
of these pages may have to others the charm which their com-
position has had to myself — that of making them seem to
understand more familiarly the workings of a noble, tender,
and most affectionate heart, on fire with the love of God and
zeal for souls, and borne, under the guidance of the holy spirit
of charity, along a path of heroic enterprize and selfsacrifice
by the side of which the achievements of the great ones of the
world look poor and unfruitful indeed.

HJ.C
London, Feast of St. Antony Abbot, 1872,
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CHAPTER L

Francis Xawvier at the University of Paris.

In His last discourse to His Apostles, before He went forth
to the Garden of Gethsemani on the night of the Passion, our
Blessed Lord told them that their election to their high mission
in the Church and all their fruitfulness in it depended on Him-
self. ¢You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and
have appointed you that you should go and should bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should remain.! This truth neces-
sarily holds good of all who, in any way or degree, have been
called in the history of the Church to a work or mission like to
that of the Apostles: their original vacation and their prepara-
tion for their office, the power which has been with them in
carrying it out, and the success and permanence of their work,
all have come from our Lord. But as the manner in which He
called or prepared the Apostles was so various, as Andrew and
John were led to follow Him while they were disciples of the
Baptist, as He called Matthew from the receipt of custom, and
St. Paul on his way to persecute the Christians at Damascus, so
it has been since. The manifold diversity of the vocations of
later Saints, of the methods by which they have been attracted,
and of the places or occupations in which the Divine Voice has
made itself heard by them, is as wonderful as the rich multi-
formity of their graces and the teeming fertility of their labours.
The three canonized Saints of the first generation of the Society
of Jesus illustrate this remark, for St. Ignatius was called to God
on a bed of convalescence, St. Francis Borgia in the midst of
active political services, and St. Francis Xavier from a career
« of honourable study. It is with the call of the last-named Saint
that we have now to do.
1 St. John xv, 16.
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walls. Englishmen, at least, can well understand, from the
ecclesiastical history of their country during the last forty years,
how important it must always be for a religious movement that
aims at gaining any permanent hold on the intelligent and edu-
cated classes, to seize on a great seat of learning as its own
centre. The movement towards Catholicism within the pale of
the Anglican Establishment would never have exercised so
wide or so rapid an influence over the nation if it had not risen
up in the very heart of English cultivation. Elsewhere it would
have crept along in the dark, and it would have grown slowly
and by fits—if it had not been crushed out before it had the
time to grow : at Oxford it placed itself at once in the full light
of day, and attained a vigorous manhood when, in point of years,
it was still in itsinfancy. Tractarianism sank into a pietistic de-
crepitude as soon as it had run through that portion of its ca-
reer towards Catholic Unity which lay logically and consistently
within the limits of obedience to Anglican authorities, of main-
tenance of Anglican tests of doctrine, and of adherence to the
partial compromise on which the Establishment rests. When
its intellectual principles led its true followers beyond these
bounds, its onward course was necessarily and violently sepa-
rated from the place which had witnessed its birth : but it left
behind it seeds of mental activity and a thirst for truth and pro-
gress which have still their effect upon the University, which,
under many and great disadvantages, has been raised by these
and other influences from the comparative degradation which
had characterized it, with almost unbroken uniformity, from the
days of the Reformation to-our own.

We are not about to compare two things in themselves so
different in principle and in history as what is called the Ox-
ford movement of our own time and the formation of the
Society of Jesus. Both, however; illustrate the importance of
securing, as the startingpoint of a powerful movement, some
great centre of intellectual activity, some stronghold of learning
frequented by large numbers and successive generations of
students in the opening prime of lifé and in the first vigour of
mental energy. Every great movement; and, in particular,
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some who were afterwards to be among the most eminent of
his spiritual children—Martin Olave had given him alms, and
Francis Borgia, then a brilliant young noble of seventeen, had
seen him led through the streets of the same city between two
officers of justice. We shall find that some of his future com-
panions were afterwards attracted to Paris by the reputation he
had left behind him in Spain. Still, when he came to the
French capital he was alone. Even his first converts in Paris
afterwards fell off—Juan de Castro, Peralta, and another, whom
he had nevertheless admitted to those Exercises which he often
long delayed in the case of souls from whom he hoped much,
and who, as a proof of their sincerity, had sold their property,
given it to the poor, and taken up their abode at St. Jacques
de I'Hdpital, living upon alms.

After his return from the Holy Land, we see nothing more
in Ignatius of that overpowering love of solitude and seclusion
which had characterized him in his earlier fervour in the cave
of Manresa ; henceforth his time was to be given to the great
centres of life, as if in obedience to that characteristic love of
such scenes of action which was afterwards impressed on his
Society, and which is commemorated in the well-known Latin
distich, which we may thus paraphrase—

In sheltered valleys Bernard loved to dwell,

St. Bennet chose the mountain’s lonely crest,
In towns St. Francis fixed his peaceful cell,

But mighty cities pleased Ignatjus best.?

But it was not every great city, nor even every University,
that could be the nursing mother of such an Order as that
which he was called to found. The severe orthodoxy of the
Spanish seats of learning saved them from the invasions of
heretical teachers and dangerous opinions, but they lacked
also the stir of mind and conflict of argument which accom-
pany such invasions, and some experience of which may be
requisite in those who are to meet falsehood most successfully.

3 Bernardus valles, montes Benedictus amabat,
Oppida Franciscus, magnas Ignatius urbes.
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because the light from heaven which was to guide him to the
high sanctity to which he was destined had not yet shone upon
it—inclined for the moment to occupy itself with such glories
as that of a great teacher of philosophy, a renowned doctor, or
a brilliant Prelate. He himself tells us, in the first of his letters,
that he had not escaped exposure to the danger of the corrupt
doctrines which were insidiously disseminated among the youth
of the University. He had been too ready to trust the fair ap-
pearances of some men of his own age, of ready wit and great
accomplishments, who were infected by heresy, and who might
in time have led him astray after them. From this danger he
was saved by means of the greatest of all the blessings he re-
ceived at Paris—the friendship of Ignatius.

Yet, strange to say, Francis Xavier was by no means easily
won to accept this friendship as a blessing, and his case is not
altogether uncommon or unintelligible. There is often an air
of sadness and a reserve about men of lofty minds and large in-
tellectual powers who have not yet been ennobled by a great
religious vocation, as if they, most of all men, felt instinctively
the little that the world can ask them to do and the emptiness
of its rewards, and yet were not awake to the opportunities of
mighty work and of glorious crowns which are open to those
whom God calls to His service. When their own vocation be-
comes manifest to them, their trial corresponds exactly to that
of the young man in the Gospel, whose eagerness in asking his
question as to perfection was a proof of the uneasiness with
which his soul was secretly consumed. Quid adkuc miki deest ?
are the words of one who feels a want he does not know how
to supply. Then comes the revelation of the truth which tests
their hearts to the very core—.S7 vis perfectus esse, vade, et vende
omnia que possides, et da pauperibus, et habebis thesaurum in ceelo,
et veni, sequere Me ! : and when those who have been more faith-
ful to so gracious though so severe an invitation than he to
whom it was first given, look back on their state before their
surrender to grace,—whether that surrender be made at once
or only after an internal struggle,—they are often inclined to
accuse themselves of pride, of vanity, of a contempt of littleness
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of the long-desolate Eastern world. In the very last year of
his life, we find Ignatius refusing to give up his hopes. Don
Pedro de Zarata de Bermeo, a knight of the Holy Sepulchre,
obtained in 1554 a bull from Pope Julius III. for the founda-
tion of three Colleges of the Society in the East—in Jerusalem,
in Constantinople, and in Cyprus. Ignatius made many efforts
to bring about the accomplishment of this design; but he was
always thwarted by the apathy of the persons to whom he ad-
dressed himself, or other causes. Even before the bull was
actually obtained, he had sent Simon Rodriguez—mindful of
that early attraction to the Holy Land which had first brought
them together—as far as Venice on his way to Jerusalem,
where he was to wait for a suitable opportunity of establishing
the College. But Rodriguez fell so ill at Venice that he was
unable to go farther. Still, when in 1556 the Franciscans urged
him to renounce the right which the bull of Pope Julius had
given him, Ignatius declined to do so, saying that he did not
think he could do so with a clean conscience, even though it
might seem unlikely that the design could be carried out in
his own lifetime.12

We must pass rapidly over the time—a space of two years
and three months—which passed between the first happy meet-
ing of the companions of Ignatius in the crypt at Montmartre,
where they pronounced their vows and received communion

12 The history of this plan of Zarata’s is related at length by F. Genelli in the
fifth chapter of his second part of his Li/z of St. Ignatius (Eng. Tr. pp. 260-
263). The Bollandists give the letter, which is quoted by F. Genelli, in which
Ignatius refused to renounce his right. ‘As we do not know,’ he says, ‘ what
God our Lord may be pleased to do through the poor instrumentality of this
little Society, it does not seem to me to be right, or confotmable to the Spirit of
God, to consent to the closing of the prospect of having a College in the Holy
Land., And even were I fo renounce it, this act would not bind the Society in
any future time, And I do not think I can consent with a free conscience to a
renunciation of this kind, even though it should appear unlikely that we should
found a College there during my lifetime, It is of course quite possible that this
design may never be carried into execution, but we must not engage ourselves
by a promise that it shall not be done.” We may add, that our own days may
very possibly see a great change in the state of affairs in the East, one of the re-
sults of which may well be the accomplishment of the long-cherished designs of
St. Ignatius for the benefit of its peoples,
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ation, and the intellectual development and the theological
learning which they had so patiently acquired within the bosom
of the great University.

The journey of Ignatius to Spain, which we have already
mentioned, gave occasion to the first letter of Francis Xavier
which remains to us.” It 1s addressed to his elder brother,
and contains a kind of vindication of himself, as well as the
strongest possible recommendation of Ignatius. Its style has
still much of the formality and stateliness of the Spanish noble-
man about it, and in this respect contrasts strongly with the
later letters we possess from the same hand.

(1.) To the Captain of Azpilqueta, bis eldest brother.

My good Lord,

I have lately written to you more than once by
different hands. I had several powerful reasons for doing so,
the first and strongest of which was the tie of natural duty
which binds me to you, and that feeling of pious respect which,
next to the love of my parents, is due in the highest degree
from me a younger to you an elder brother, the firstborn of
our family. Beside this there was the gratitude I feel for your
great and manifold kindnesses to me. These have been in-
deed so many and of such a kind that I fear I shall never be
able to repay them as they deserve, and that I must expect to
appear ungrateful in the eyes of those who judge of my will
only from my deeds.

I am therefore most anxious to find all possible ways of
showing you what I think and feel with all the strength of the
most sincere and earnest attachment, in order, if possible, to
make you some return for your charity towards me, which is
ever showing itself by the most conspicuous proofs. Often, in-
deed, to my great sorrow and trouble, I fail to find any such
ways, and I feel often compelled, in the anxious disquiet of my
love for you, to suspect that those many letters which I spare
no pains to send to you, as witnesses of my tender and re-
spectful affection, by the hand of every one who leaves this for
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may have been prompted by the necessities of his position at
Paris, where he was yet to remain for a year and a half after
the letter was written. Many things in the letter seem to im-
ply that Don Juan de Jasso, the father of the saint, was dead,
but as to this we have no certain information. The eldest
brother may have settled at Obafios on his marriage as the
representative of the Azpilqueta family, and come into posses-
sion of the corresponding portion of his mother's property.
He may thus have been independent of his father, and so able
to help Francis.



CHAPTER 1II.

Labours in Italy and Rome.

Francrs XAvIER was in his thirty-first year when he left Paris
(November 15th, 1536) with his companions for the purpose
of joining Ignatius at Venice at the beginning of the ensuing
year. He had spent twelve years in the University, and was
on the point of taking the degree of Doctor in Divinity, the
usual crown of studies such as his. He was never again to
spend any great length of time in a single place ; and we shall
see from his letters how much the University had moulded his
character, and how frequently his thoughts recurred to the
place which, longer than any other, had been his earthly home.
Paris had done for him what it could, and he was certainly
not an ungrateful son. It would seem that he and his com-
panions, especially Peter Favre, were highly valued in the
University. Great opposition was made to their departure.
Simon Rodriguez tells us that they consulted two learned and
pious doctors as to their plans, which were approved, while
they were at the same time warned that their execution would
be full of difficulty. Another theologian came to Favre, and
told him that he thought he was forsaking a sphere of great
and certain usefulness for one of much hazard and uncertainty,
and that he could not do so without incurring the guilt of
mortal sin. At the same time Francis Xavier received from
Spain the news that he had been nominated to a canonry at
Pampeluna.

Nothing of this sort could shake their resolution. But how
were the companions to get to Venice? They were mostly
Spaniards, and war was now fraging between Charles V. and
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height of a raging fever, it was not easy for both to enjoy at
once the little comfort that might otherwise have been at their
command. It was here that Francis Xavier had a vision in
which St. Jerome, to whom he had a great devotion, appeared
to him and consoled him, promising him at the same time a far
severer cross at Bologna, to which city he was to be sent, and
naming at the same times the several cities in which his com-
panions were to labour,

In the choice made by Ignatius and his associates of the
cities in which they were to place themselves, it is not difficult
to see the same love for large centres of population, especially
when such cities were also seats of intellectual activity, which
we have already remarked upon. Bologna, the first scene of
Francis Xavier’s priestly labours, seems to have received him
with special affection, and to have gained a place of peculiar
regard in his heart, He was forced by the importunities of
Jerome Casalini, a Canon of St. Petronio and Rector of the
church of Santa Lucia, to accept a lodging in his house instead
of in the common hospital; but Francis would never consent
to live upon anything but the alms he collected himself. The
Canon’s sister, Isabella, had been attracted by the extraordi-
nary fervour and devotion with which Francis celebrated mass
at the tomb of St. Dominic. His time was spent in preach-
ing in the public piazzas, in hearing confessions, visiting the
prisons and hospitals, and catechizing children. He spared
himself so little that he soon fell ill or a dangerous quartan
ague, which was the cross predicted to him by St. Jerome. He
had nearly recovered, when he was summoned by Ignatius to
Rome, towards the end of winter.

Ignatius, with his two companions, Laynez and Favre,
had arrived in Rome, it seems, in the course of November
1537. The Pope received him graciously, and appointed
Favre to lecture in positive theology, Laynez in scholastic
theology, in the University of the Sapienza. Ignatius occupied
himself chiefly in giving the Spiritual Exercises, and many men
of distinction placed themselves in his hands for this purpose.
Among these was Ortiz himself, who took Ignatius with him
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had to be found at the last moment, and Ignatius gave to the
Indian mission his very right hand, his secretary, the man for
whose conversion he had laboured so industriously and so per-
severingly at Paris. Xavier had just time to receive the part-
ing blessing of Paul III.,, and then he embraced Ignatius for
the last time, and set forth on the long journey, or series of
journeys, which was to end twelve years and a half later on the
little island of San Chan within sight of the shores of China.
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Lucia, where he was to say mass, was full, two hours before
day, of people who desired to assist at it, and he spent a great
deal of time in hearing confessions and seeing old friends.?
He had a long interview with the Cardinal Legate, who pro-
mised his favour to the Society. The following letter, in ans-
wer to one which he had received from Ignatius, gives a short
account of his proceedings, thus far, and it is full of that
tender feeling of personal affection which made his apostolical
exile from his friends a sacrifice of peculiar intensity to him.

(1.) To my brothers in our Lord fesus Christ, Don
Ignatius and Don Peter Codacio,?® at the Torre Mel-
angolo, at the house of Signor Antonio Freripani®

May the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ be ever
with us, to help and favour us! Amen.

On Easter Day I received your letter which came with the
despatches of my Lord Ambassador; and I cannot express all
the joy and consolation which it has caused me—God our
Lord alone knows it. For what is left of this life, I am well as-
sured, it will be by letter only that we shall hold intercourse—
in the other life, we shall be facie ad faciem® and embrace one

2 Some years after this, the church of Santa Lucia itself was given to the
Saociety,

8 Codacio was a priest, a native of Lodi, of a good family and considerable
wealth (sacerdos honestus et clarus e Pontificid familia—of the Pope's house-
hold—nec parvis Ecclesize opibus ac facultatibus przeditus) says Orlandini (ii. 66),
who was the first [talian to enter the Society, and had begged to be allowed to
act as its Procurator in temporal matters. Orlandini tells us that he was so
useful to it that some people called it Codacio’s Society.

4 The original of this letter was preserved at Bolpgna, in the College of St.
Lucia, and Father Menchacha, the very careful editor of the Epistles of St. Fran-
cis, says that he copied it out from the Spanish. (Proleg. p. liv.) It appears,
however, somewhat altered in his text, as that part of his book had been printed
before he made the comparison. We follow the original in our translation.

5 P. Poussines, wha published a large collection of the Letters of St. Francis
in 1666, tells us in his Prolegomena, that whenever the Saint, writing in Spanish
or Portuguese, puts in a few words in Latin, either as a quotation or otherwise,
he has left them in italics in his own text. We shall insert them either in the
text or in notes. See Menchacha, Ep. S. Francisci, t. i. p. xxxviil,
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of the year 1540, except such as is contained in the next hasty
letter in our series, written some weeks earlier than the last
to Dr. Azpilqueta. It appears that there was still some hesi-
tation entertained by the Pope as to the Society, and that
Ignatius had asked Francis to induce the King of Portugal to
exert his influence for the furtherance of their interests. Igna-
tius had as yet not been able to give a distinct answer to the
College at Coimbra.

(vi1.) To the Father Master Ignatius of Layola and
Peter Codacio, at ome.

May the grace and love of Christ our Lord always help
and favour us! Amen,

The courier is ready to start and in a great hurry, and we
are obliged to write these few lines as fast as we can. We can
just tell you we are well, and are increasing. We are now six
here, all acquaintances in old days in Paris, except two, Fathers
Paul and Emanuel a Sancta Clara. Thus has it pleased our
Lord to prosper our desires and exertions, by giving us these
fellow labourers with us for the purpose of making His name
great among the nations who know Him not.

We attribute the fruit which we here reap from our minis-
trations to the favour of God which you at Rome gain for us.
This fruit far surpasses our capacity, learning or intelligence.
Such numbers of persons, and persons o: the highest rank,
come to us to open their consciences in holy coniession, that
we have not time enough to satisfy them all, The Prince Don
Henry, Grand Inquisitor of the Kingdom, and the King’s bro-
ther, has often urged on us to take spiritual charge o: the per-
sons in the prisons o: the Holy Inquisition. We visit them
every day, and apply ourselves to make them understand how
great a favour God has done them in placing them in this
school of penance. Once a day we give them all together an
exhortation, and we also give them the Exercises o tke first
weeks, to their great comfort and advantage. A large number
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custom in the Court here, and I am certain, from what Don
Pedro told me, that such a letter would please the King much.
You should mention in it that you have been informed by us
“ of the generous intentions expressed by his Highness of erect-
ing a college or a house of our Society. This would be, as
the proverb goes, to spur the willing steed, and would urge
him all the more strongly to cut short all delay in the matter.
Another thing I know, and I may as well tell it you,—you may
be certain that the letters you write in the way I have sug-
gested will pass through many hands and be read by many
eyes.

Now let me tell you of Francesco Mancias. He is not
yet in any sacred orders at all. There is a Bishop in India
who, we trust in the Lord, will make no difficulty as to or-
daining the good man, though it is certain he has a larger
store of zeal, virtue, and simplicity, than of any extraordinary
learning. Unless Master Paul can communicate to him some
part of his own great knowledge, I am terribly afraid that
without special aid from God he will hardly be found up to
the mark in the examination which ought according to rule
to precede the conferring of holy orders. If this were to hap-
pen it would upset our plans altogether. At all events, in the
prospect of any such event, he would desire that you would
get him letters from Rome excusing him from any very ela-
borate preparation for holy orders,” and which might autho-
rize him to receive extra tempora the three sacred orders, on
three successive Feast days, on the title, as it were, of ¢ volun-
tary poverty and (very) sufficient’ simplicity.#2 In order to
obtain this favour, it may with truth be pleaded that in his
case the deficiency of learning is supplied by much goodness
and holy simplicity. In fact, if he had been as intimate with
Bobadilla as he was with Cacerez,** he would, as so often hap-

2 ad titulum voluntarie paupertalis et sufficientissime simplicitatis, (Orig.)
This is a play upon the formula used in ordinations, when the candidates are
declared to be ordained, some ‘titulo religionis,’ others *titulo beneficii,” and
others ‘ sui sufficientis patrimonii.’

43 This chance mention of Cacerez has hardly perhaps been noticed by the
writers of the life of St. Ignatius. At the head of the list of signatures to the
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If you think that any of the spiritual favours which can be
got from the Pope would be useful to us by increasing the
efficacy of our work out there, do as your charity and wisdom
may suggest. One favour in particular we should like to ob-
tain, and to have it sent to us in a regularly sealed diploma,
as soon as may be, that is, the faculty granting by the authority
of the Pope to ours in India, that they may receive sacred
orders extra fempora, without patrimony or benefice, under the
title of voluntary poverty which they have promised to God ;
with exemption when necessary from the canonical impedi-
ment resulting from illegitimate birth. Last of all, we implore
you, when you write to us in India, not to do so by any means
perfunctorily or shortly. We most earnestly wish you to tell
us in particular about all and each of ours; what they are
doing, how they are, what plans they have, what hopes of them-
. selves, what fruit they produce. This ought not to seem a
very severe task for you to undertake, since you will have no
opportunity of writing to us except once and no more in each
year. Do please manage to make your letters from Europe
furnish us with abundant reading for a full week. We promise
solemnly that we will do as much for you. Farewell.

In the name of all your dearest brothers here,

Lisbon, March 18th, 1541, Francis XAVIER.

The bright and cheerful tone of this familiar letter to his
old companions makes us wish that we had more such relics
of the heart and hand of St. Francis. At the time at which
this was written, the first Fathers of the Society were meeting
.in Rome for the purpose of electing their first General. When
more than a fortnight later St. Francis set sail from Lisbon
(on his thirty-fifth birthday, April 7; the Thursday in Passion
Week), the election was actually proceeding, and his vote for
St. Ignatius was counting with the rest.#6 Three others of

46 Most of the suffrages are dated April 4, that of Ignatius himself April 5.
Three days of prayer preceded the voting, and after the votes had been sealed

up, three days more of prayer followed before they were opened. St. Ignatius,
after much resistance on his own part, entered on his duties as General on the

Easter Tuesday, April 19,
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an awful presence and majestic deportment, that nobody before
him durst do or say anything indecent.” One of the acts of his
government in India was to send a Father and Brother of the
Society to the Emperor of Ethiopia—*Prester John’—to induce
him to become Catholic—*para persuadir al Preste Juan a que
dexasse los ritos antiguos de la Christiandad profanada, que si-
guia." See Faria y Sousa, Asia Poriuguesa, t. ii. p. 2, cap. xi.
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Christ'may deign to sow the seed of the Gospel by means of
me, wicked servant though I am, in the land of the heathen,
more especially since, as He uses so poor a creature as I am
for so great a work, it will put to shame men who are born
with capacities for great things, as well as be a spur to others
of weak courage, when they see me who am but dust and ashes
and the vilest of men made to.bear witness from my own ex-
perience to the extreme scarcity which here exists of Apos-
tolical labourers. Ah, how gladly would I make myself the
slave during my whole life of any who would come out here
and devote themselves to labour in the vineyard of the Lord
of all !

And thus, then, I end my letter, imploring God, of His
infinite mercy, to gather us all one day into that blessed joy
of His for which we are made, and here in this life to increase
our strength, so that we may labour in His service with the
diligence which it deserves, and thus make ourselves entirely
and altogether conformed unto His holy decrees and will

Your useless brother in Jesus Christ,

Francis XAVIER.
Goa, September 18th, 1542.

It may here be remarked that this letter, which is a fair
specimen of those which Francis Xavier wrote from time to -
time during the remaining years of his life to his friends in
Europe, leaves out, as might be expected, the circumstances
most to his own personal credit. It is hardly necessary to re-
peat that nothing else could have been expected, not only from
a person of singular holiness, but even trom a person of ordi-
nary modesty and good sense, and that few things can be more
absurd than to question the many personal details which have
been added to our knowledge by the companions and friends
of St. Francis, on the ground that he himself makes no men-
tion of them. We may add, also, that his life, even on board
ship, and much more when he was once launched on his
missionary career in India, was a life of extraordinary labour
and active occupation, and that it is really wondenul that he
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ment and hell before them in the strongest and most terrible
language. In this way a great number were induced to make
their confession after a long period of disorderly life, to break
off unlawful connections, or to render them lawful by marriage,
as well as to make due restitution of unjust gains. The pecu-
liar position of the Portuguese in India made the first of these
kinds of disorders the most difficult to remedy in the majority
of cases. Turselline, the first and in some respects the best
biographer of St. Francis Xavier, bas summed up so happily
the tradition of his manner of dealing with these cases, that we
may give it here in his words instead of in our own. ‘Xavier,’
he says, ‘thinking within himself that he ought to apply some
remedy to this great evil, began to dispose them with all the
endeavour he could use. And first he went about to win them
by all courteous means; then, as he met them in the streets,
he would merely request them to invite a poor priest to their
ordinary fare ; which they willingly accepted of. He now sit-
ting ‘at table would before, or at, their repast, entreat his host
to cause his children to be called ; whereupon the little chil-
dren coming presently at their father’s call, Francis would take
them up in his arms and hug them to his bosom, thanking
God Who had given the father such children for the hope of
his family, and withal would pray God to grant them a good
and holy life. Then would he desire that their mother might
be called (a thing which in another would have been temerity,
but his sanctity easily excused it). When she was come, he
would speak sweetly unto her, and commend her heartily to
his host, thereby to draw him to take her to his wife, saying
that doubtless she was of an excellent disposition and lovely
countenance, so that she might well be accounted a Portu-
guese, that the children which he had by her were certainly
worthy of a Portuguese to their father. Why therefore did he
not marry her? What wife could he have better? And he
should do well to provide with all speed for his children’s credit
and the woman’s honesty,

“Which wholesome counsel of his proved not unprofitable.
For by his words and authority without great difficulty he per-













































142 St, Francis Xawier.

College of the Society which the King was thinking of estab-
lishing at Coimbra, in the public University. He commis-
sioned me to write and ask you for some of our Society for
the purpose, and to offer his own assistance and favour for the
buildings, as well as an endowment, for there is a great dearth
in Portugal of men well fitted to instruct their heathen fellow-
subjects,’? separated from them as they are by such an im-
mense distance, in the faith and precepts of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Pray let me know as soon as possible what you have
done in the matter. |
Your child in Christ,
Francis.

17 ethnicos populares suos. The words are not quite free from ambiguity,
but they seem to refer to the Indians; and the College of Coimbra, which Simon
Rodriguez stayed in Portugal to found, was intended by St. Ignatius to feed the
Indian mission, '
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tians experience his own great kindness in their turn. The
Mussulmans are quite cast down, and in a state of prostration.
Not a man amongst them dares raise his eyes. Every one of
their chiefs has been slain, and indeed every one else among
them who seemed to be at all powerful. On account of all
this the converts love the Governor as a father, and he on his
side looks on them as his children. I can hardly tell you how
earnestly he commended this newly planted vineyard of our
Lord to my care. He has now got a grand plan in view which
will be a matter for history to note as well as a great benefit to
religion. He thinks of collecting all these native Christians
who are now scattered at great distances from each other, of
transplanting them to a certain island, and giving them a King
to administer justice and look after their safety and interests.
I am very sure that if the Holy Father only knew what great
pains this Governor of India takes to advance religion, he
would give him some mark of his approval for his very great
diligence and exertions in the holy cause. So, if you think
good, you might manage that the Holy Father should write to
him to tell him how much he is delighted with his services. I
do not mean that he should commend the converts to his care,
for no one can have that matter more at heart than he has
already, but rather that he should praise and thank this very

that this assault was ordered by the King of Portugal himself, in revenge for
some ravages on territory friendly to him—it may be ravages such as those of
the Badages, of whom we shall hear in the pext chapter—but it is probable
that the great richness of the heathen shrine was a part of the attraction. The
attempt was abandoned, as the design was betrayed and discovered. Then,
as Faria y Sousa tells us, the Governor was persuaded to plunder ather pagodas
instead of that which he had failed to surprize, apnd he actually despoiled a
pagoda at Tebelicate near Calecoulan, which must have been in the territory
of Travancore or one of the neighbouring kingdoms. A large sum of money
taken from this pagoda was sent to Portugal, and afterwards restored by order
of the King, who disapproved of the breach of faith. It is quite possible that
in either of these expeditions Sousa may have taken the opportunity to humble
the Mussulman oppressors of the Paravas in the way mentioned by St. Francis,
and to do it would have cost him so little, as there is no mention of any Mus-
sulman force on the spot, that it would hardly seem an exploit worthy of men=
tion to the Portuguese annalists, '
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work. Francis probably had some occasion to go as far north
as Cochin, whence the letter is dated.

e (x1v.) To the Society at Rome.

May the grace and charity of Christ our Lord always help
and favour us! Amen.

It is now the third year since I left Portugal. I am writing
to you for the third time, having as yet received only one letter
from you, dated February 1542. God is my witness what joy
it caused me. I only received it two months ago—Ilater than
1s usual for letters to reach India, because the vessel which
brought it had passed the winter at Mozambique.

I and Francis Mancias are now living amongst the Chris-
tians of Comorin. They are very numerous, and increase
largely every day. When I first came I asked them, if they
knew anything about our Lord Jesus Christ? but when I
came to the points of faith in detail and asked them what they
thought of them, and what more they believed now than when
they were Infidels, they only replied that they were Christians,
but that as they are ignorant of Portuguese, they know nothing
of the precepts and mysteries of our holy religion. We could
not understand one another, as I spoke Castilian and they
Malabar ; so I picked out the most intelligent and well read
of them, and then sought out with the greatest diligence men
who knew both languages. We held meetings for several
days, and by our joint efforts and with infinite difficulty we
translated the Catechism into the Malabar tongue. This I
learnt by heart, and then I began to go through all the vil-
lages of the coast, calling around me by the sound of a bell as
many as I could, children and men. I assembled them twice
a day and taught them the Cbristian doctrine: and thus,
in the space of a month, the children had it well by heart.
And all the time I kept telling them to go on teaching in their
turn whatever they had learnt to their parents, family, and
neighbours.

Every Sunday I collected them all, men and women, boys
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the faith and piety of these children and of the others, and re-
stored to a great number of sick persons health both of body
and soul. How good He was to them ! He made the very
gdisease of their bodies the occasion of calling them to salva-
tion, and drew them to the Christian faith almost by force !

I have also charged these children to teach the rudiments
of Christian doctrine to the ignorant in private houses, in the
streets, and the crossways. As soon as I see that this has been
well started in one village, I go on to another and give the -
same instructions and the same commission to the children, and -
so I go through in order the whole number of their villages.
When I have done this and am going away, I leave in each
place a copy of the Christian doctrine, and tell all those who
know how to write to copy it out, and all the others are to learn
it by heart and to recite it from memory every day. Every
feast day I bid them meet in one place and sing all together the
elements of the faith. For this purpose I have appointed in
each of the thirty Christian villages men of intelligence and
character who are to preside over these meetings, and the
Governor, Don Martin Alfonso, who is so full of love for our
Society and of zeal for religion, has been good enough at our
request to allot a yearly revenue of 4oo0 gold fanams for the
salary of these catechists. He has an immense friendship for
ours, and desires with all his heart that some of them should
be sent hither, for which he is always asking in his letters to
the King.

There is now in these parts a very large number of persons
who have only one reason for not becoming Christian, and
that is that there is no one to make them Christians. It often
comes into my mind to goround all the Universities of Europe,
and especially that of Paris, crying out every where like a
madman, and saying to all the learned men there whose learn-
ing is so much greater than their charity, ‘ 4% / what a multi-
tude of souls is through your fault s}mz‘\,fout of heaven and falling
into hell '3 Would to God that these men who labour so much

13 In Latin in the original : Heu, quam ingens animorum numerus vesire
vitio exclusus calo deturbatur ad inferos! |
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(x1x.) To Franmcis Mancias.

I was delighted to learn what your letter tells me about
you. I can see from it how great are the fruits of your zeal
where you are. May our Lord Whom we serve prosper your
diligence in the future also, and give you in His mercy suffi-
cient strength to make you equal to a continuance of your
exertions, so as to bring always to greater and greater perfec-
tion the good you have done, and, in short, to persevere cour-
ageously to the end, and so entirely overcome the obstacles
and troubles which you may have to meet !

To hear as I do that our Christians are persecuted and
oppressed both by the heathen and by the Portuguese, is a
thing which wounds my heart to the very core, so atrocious
and so mischievous is it. But I have had so much of this sort
of thing, that if, as they say, the sting of such sorrows could
be dulled by frequent practice, I ought long ago to have lost
all feeling about it. Somehow I cannot find any relief or alle-
viation for this misery in the medicine of habit and lapse of
time. It racks me with intense pain every time that I either
see for myself or hear from others how these tender sucklings
ot the Church are exposed to every kind of violence and out-
rage from the very persons in whom such conduct is most
shametul—how, new and fresh as they are in the faith, like
iniant children in the holy religion they have adopted, and
when they ought to be indulgently cherished and nursed up by
kindness on the part of their elder brothers, rather than left
in neglect and contempt, or even subjected to violence and
injury by them, they are cut to pieces and plundered by savage
attacks, which no efforts we can make for their protection are
able to delay, much less to avert. Wherever I go I carry this
grief like a pain which eats out my heart. I heard three days
ago from the Patangatins of a most wicked act of violence
—the seizure of several slave girls—committed at Punical by
certain Portuguese. As soon as I heard the miserable news
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(xx11.) 7o Francis Mancias.

My dearest Brother in Jesus Christ,

To-day, the first of May, I have got your letters.
I can’t tell you on paper how much pleasure I have had in
reading them. I have been ill the last four or five days with
a burning and constant fever and have been bled twice. Now,
by the grace of God, I am better. I have almost lost all re-
collection of the illness I have just gone through, in the joy of
the good news you give me.

I hope with God’s help to go to you at Punical next week.
We thought the Pula of Travancore would be here today, at
least tomorrow morning. When I am with you I will tell you
what has passed with him. May our Lord God grant that
something may result from it by which we may advance His
service. Father Francis Coelho is sending you two umbrellas.
As I shall so soon be able to see you I have no more to say
now except my usual prayer that our Lord God may be pleased
to help us with His grace, so that we may serve Him faithfully.
Farewell.

Your most loving brother in Jesus Christ,

Francis.
Nare, May 1st, 1544,

(xx11) To Francis Mancias.

My dearest Brother in Jesus Christ,

God, from Whom nothing is hidden, knows how
much happier I should be spending a few days with you than
to be kept for the same time at Tuticorin. But as it is necessary
for me to remain here awhile, in order to settle certain quarrels
which are setting the people here by the ears in a way that
threatens danger, we must both of us be willing to postpone
the consolation of seeing one another, which we have been
longing for, to the great advantage which may be expected to
the service of God from this peace which I hope to make, and
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rumour about some Portuguese outrage. This visit to the royal
residence may have been put off, and yet Francis may have
preached in the country with the leave of the Prince. In a
letter written early in the following year he mentions having
baptized as many as ten thousand in the space of a month,
and his giving this exact measure of time would fit in very
well with the conjecture that the weeks between the middle
of May and the middle of June were spent in this undertak-
ing. The letter to which we refer gives also an account of
his method of proceeding, which is almost the same with his
method on the Fishery Coast, if we allow for the important
difference, that in the case of the latter he had to do with
people already nominally Christians. The people of Travan-
core were partly Mussulmans and partly idolaters. We must
suppose, from an expression in a letter to the King of Por-
tugal, in which the ‘coasts of Coulan’ are spoken of as being
under his authority, that the Portuguese exercised some sort
of power along the whole seaboard, and not only in their for-
tified settlements ; but the whole country, except the fringe of
land along the sea, was under the Rajah, who was an ally of
Portugal. In accordance with his custom, Francis would en-
deavour to obtain, as St. Augustine asked from Ethelbert
on his landing in England, the Rajah’s acquiescence in his
preaching to his subjects. This seems to have been readily
given, and the conversions followed rapidly. No doubt the
fame of the life and miracles of St. Francis had already spread
far and wide through the whole coast of India: and the Pro-
cesses assure us that neither the gift of tongues nor the other
great signs of an Apostolate which had been seen on the Fishery
Coast were wanting in Travancore. Village after village re-
ceived him with joy; and after the instruction and baptism of
the inhabitants, the heathen temples were pulled down and
the idols broken to pieces. As he went on he left behind him
everywhere a written abridgement of Christian doctrine, and
made provision for its regular teaching to the children and in
the weekly assemblies of the new converts. By the end of the
year it is said that no less than forty-five infant churches had
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—were probably only too glad of so good an excuse for plun-
dering the villages on the Fishery Coast as that which was
afforded them by the fact that the inhabitants had become
Christians, which in their eyes amounted to a desertion to the
common enemies of all the independent natives of India—the
Portuguese. They had fallen suddenly, a horde of well-armed
horsemen, upon the feeble and defenceless natives, before they
had time to collect in one spot to oppose force by force, and
the issue is related in the following letter:

(xx1v.) o Francis Mancias.

My dearest Brother in Jesus Christ,
I arrived on Saturday evening at Munahpaud.
On the road at Combutur I met with very sad news about
the Christians at Cape Comorin, which has made me quite
wretched. The Badages have fallen upon them with the
sword, and driven them from their homes, plundered them,
made a great number of them prisoners, and the rest have
taken refuge in the caves of the rocks which run out into the
sea, where they are perishing of hunger and thirst. I am going
to their help as fast as I can, and set sail this very night with
twenty tones from Munahpaud. Pray to God for these poor
creatures and for us; and see above everything that the chil-
dren pray to God for us.
At Combutur the inhabitants have promised me to build a
church, and Manuel de Lima has promised to give a hundred

generally the more dominant state of the two. In 1609 the Paravas were tribu-
taries of Madura (letter of F. A, Laerzio, quoted by Bertrand, L c.). In 1700
we find Travancore also tributary to Madura (Letfres Edifiantes, t. x. p. 77),
and the Vadhouger, or Badages, entering the territory of the former year after
year to exact the tribute, F, Organtino, much nearer to the time of which we are
speaking (1568), speaks of the Badages as people from Narsinga (a kingdom
north of Madura, lying close to Bisnaghur), and calls them ‘regiorum fermeé
vectigalium exactores’ (Maffei, Sel, Epist. ex Indid, 1. iv. p. 431). If we suppose
these curious freebooters to have had a special hatred to everything Christian
and Portuguese, we have exactly the conditions required to explain the whole
story concerning them contained in the lives and letters of St. Francis,
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through the villages and your instructions of the outlying farms
went off, in what state you found the Christians, how you left
them, whether the men whom we have appointed to instruct
the children throughout the country everywhere do their duty
well. I have been most faithful in paying them regularly the
salary which was promised them, but I can’t myself watch over
their behaviour when I am away. So I wish you to let me
know about this accurately, and also about yourself, how your
health is, how you find your present abode, what is going on
there, and how religion fares.

We were a whole week at sea, and you know by experience
what it is to be on board a tone, especially with violent winds
blowing in your teeth, as we had,—and we couldn’t make our
way against them by any skill or force whatever.

May God our Lord protect you ever! Farewell.

Your most affectionate brother in Jesus Christ,

Francrs.
From Munahpaud, June 3oth, 1544.

After this letter the correspondence fails us again for a
month, and we are therefore unable to trace the footsteps of
Francis Xavier by its aid. He seems to have been out of reach
of Mancias, and to have found letters from him when he him-
self returned to Munahpaud. We conjecture that they were
out of reach of one another during this time, because the next
letter which we shall insert, which is dated at the beginning of
August, carries on the narrative of the relief of the Christians
from the point at which the last leaves it, though several weeks
passed between the two letters. We also suppose that during
this interval Francis again plunged into the kingdom of Tra-
vancore.l®* Indeed, it is probable that we must fix upon this
interval as the time for one of the most famous actions of the
Saint in this country. The Vadhouger, or Badages, of whom
we have already heard so much, seem to have either continued
their raid westwards at some little distance inland, or to have

16 In the next letter, where he speaks of the Christians to whose relief he

had set out, he does not say that he had taken them to Munahpaud, but that
he had provided for their being taken thither (curavi deportandos).
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and preparing the people against the invasion of the Badages,
that they may not be suddenly taken by surprise by them.

I went off, after all, by land to the Cape, to visit those un-
happy Christians who have survived the plundering and cruel-
ties of the Badages. A more miserable sight could nowhere
be seen; faces white with exhaustion, livid with hunger; the
fields covered with dead and dying, the disfigured corpses
- which had had no burial, or the poor creatures who were at the
point of death from wounds untended or sickness unrelieved.
There were old men there utterly powerless from age or hunger,
trying in vain to drag themselves along—there were women -
giving birth to children in the public roads, their husbands
moving about them, but unable to help them, so universal and
common to all was the very extremity of destitution. If you
had seen this as I did, your heart would, I am sure, have been
pierced with a pang of pity you would never have got over.
I had all the poor taken to Munahpaud, where the greater part
of this most afflicted people is now collected for us to take care
of as well as we can. Pray to God that He may touch the
hearts of the rich with some mercy for so many miserable crea-
tures, pining away in the utmost distress.

I hope to go on Wednesday to Punical. Don’t relax your
watchfulness for the people, I entreat you, until it is well ascer-
tained the Badages have gone back to their own territories.
Tell Antonio Fernandez lo Grosso and the Patangatins of Old
Chael that I expressly forbid the new colony to go and haunt
the old place from which they came, that I will severely punish
them if they attempt to do so. Take pains to tell Manuel da
Cruz and Matthew also that I send them much love and all
kinds of good wishes.

May our Lord be with you, and may He strengthen us
by His grace, so that we may serve Him with all our might!
Farewell.

Your brother in Jesus Christ,
From Munahpaud, August 1st, 1544. Francrs.

From the mention of the Badages in this letter it is clear
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Christians. There was now danger in another quarter. Tuti-
corin, to the north, on the eastern coast of the extremity of
the peninsula of India, has been threatened. There have
been disturbances of some sort, in which we gather that it
is only too probable that the Portuguese—a small garrison,
apparently, holding a fortress of some strength, rather than the
whole town—have had something to do. Francis is afraid
that all this will make the case of the Christians harder than
ever. Reports reach him that some Portuguese have been
wounded, if not slain. Mancias must have been at Tuticorin,
or nearer to it than Francis, for the letter requires him to let
him know how things are. Then there is a postscript: he has
just heard that the Christians had been plundered and chased
into a forest by the Badages. “We are overwhelmed with
bad news from every side. God be praised always !

(xx1x.) To Francis Mancias.,

My dearest Brother in Jesus Christ,

I have another opportunity of writing, so I
again urge upon you what I did this morning. I implore you
again and again to relieve and console with every exertion in
your power these unfortunate people in their deep distress;
and also, what I shall count as the greatest kindness you can
do me, in your charity to send me at once a faithful account of
what has really taken place at Tuticorin.

I very much fear that these troubles at Tuticorin may
somehow add fresh ruin and misery to our poor Christians,
who have already miseries enough to bear. People here are in
such consternation with anxiety about impending calamities
that no words can describe it; I could not bear to think, and
I hope no one else could, of our abandoning these people at
this moment of uncertainty and affliction. So do not go with
Joam Artiaga where he wishes to take you, as long as there is
any danger at all from the Badages where you are; and when
you have got any news about them, let me, I beseech you,
have it from you at once.
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above, that he had in some way played into the hands of the
Badages, instead of protecting the Christians, and had thus
tried to purchase the friendship of the invaders for himself.
His reward was that he shared the fate of the Christians of
Tuticorin : his ship was burnt, as well as the building or for-
tress occupied by him on the shore, and he was driven like the
Christians first of Cape Comorin, and then of Tuticorin, to
take refuge on some barren islands off the coast to save his
life. Francis was eager to help and save him. He urged
Mancias to get provisions on board some boats—water to
drink especially—and set off at once to his relief, and he wrote
also to the native magistrates along the coast to do the same.
He would go himself, he says, but he has just received the
letter in which the Commandant renounces his friendship, and
he would be sorry to pain him at such a time of extremity by
the sight of one to whom he could use such language.

This calamity, which befell the Christians of Tuticorin, as
we may suppose, the Christian natives living around that town,
and the Commandant himself also, gave occasion to the two
letters which next follow. We put that which relates to the
Christian natives first.

(xxxun) o Francis Mancias.

May our Lord God always be with you with His aid!
Amen,

My dearest Brother in Jesus Christ,

I am in much anxiety about the Christians of
Tuticorin, who are in the greatest possible misery with no one
to care for them. I beg and pray you, by the love you bear to
God, use the utmost diligence to find out at once, and to let
me know, the real truth of the matter and in what condition
they are. If you think it would be for the service of God to
go to them, then go at once with all the boats you can get at
Combutur and Punical, and transport the poor wretched people
from the barren isles where they now are, partly to Combutur,
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the usual proofs of having sufficient patrimony or title or the
revenues of an ecclesiastical benefice sufficient for your main-
tenance ; but I think you have no occasion to use this faculty,
since the Bishop is ready to pass over all such requirements
and ordain you priest, as he has lately ordained Father Manuel
and Father Gaspar, who are now here with us at Cochin, and
who will soon set out to gather fruit in the same part of our
Lord’s vineyard with you. The letters I speak of say that two
of our brothers had set sail from Portugal hither, and I am
very uneasy about them, because they have not yet arrived.
I fear much they may either be wintering at Mozambique, or
have been forced to turn back to Portugal by adverse seas and
tempests. They tell me one is Portuguese by birth, the other
an Italian; and the King in his letter to me sounds their
praises loudly. May God be pleased to bring both of them
to us safe and sound! I know neither of them, for they are
not any of those we left at Lisbon. More than sixty young
men of our Society are now studying in the University of
Coimbra, and the accounts we get of them, their religious cha-
racter, their modesty, and their abilities, give great reason for
praising and thanking God for them as much as possible. They
are nearly all Portuguese, of which I am exceedingly glad.
There is also very joyful news about our brethren in Italy, I
will not say more of all this now, because I hope in less than
a month to be with you, and then you shall have all these
letters from Europe to read.

And now for yourself. As soon as you get this, I most
earnestly entreat you again and again, as you love God our
Lord, and desire to please Him, set out at once to visit those
newly made Christians whom I lately baptized in great num-
bers on the coast of the kingdom of Travancore. Set up a
school in each village, where the young children capable oi
instruction may assemble every day under the direction of a
master, and appoint one to teach them. For his salary and
any school expenses, you may take, I should think, 150 fanams
of the money reserved for this purpose. This sum you will
divide among the masters of the difierent village schools, as
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(xL1) To Fohn IIl. King of Portugal.

Sire,

I would fain that your Highness may be fully con-
vinced, and that the reflections of your own heart may continu-
ally tell you, that God our Lord has given to your Highness,
before all other Christian princes of the earth, the empire of
the Indies, in order that He might therein test your virtue, and
prove with what faithfulness you discharge the work committed
to you, and with what active gratitude you answer to His bene-
fits : and that God’s purpose in this was not so much to enrich
your royal treasury with the profits of precious fruits from dis-
tant lands and the influx of wealth from abroad, as rather to
present to you occasions of heroic labours and afford your in-
tense and religious devotion the means of making themselves
pleasing to Himself, in bringing, by your own burning zeal,
and by the work of skilful ministers employed by you, the un-
believers of these countries to the knowledge of Him, the Cre-
ator and the Saviour of the world.

Justly and rightly, therefore, does your Highness recom-
mend to those servants of yours whom you send hither to exert
themselves much in propagating widely our holy faith, and
in the advancement of religion. Since your Highness well un-
derstands that God will require of you an account of the sal-
vation of so many nations, who are ready to follow the better
path if any one will show them it, but meanwhile, for want of
a teacher, lie in blind darkness and the filth of most grievous
sins, offending continually their Creator, and casting their own
souls headlong into the misery of eternal death.

Your Highness will receive a report from Don Miguel Vaz,
who has been the Vicar-general of the Bishop of Goa, and
is now leaving us for Portugal, as to what his experience has
been of the readiness of these nations to be taught the faith,
and of the other openings which present themselves here for
the good progress of religion. He has left among them so great
an amount of regret at his departure, that his return at the
end of a year is very advisable for their consolation and pro-
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subjects, and who were enemies to Me in India? Thou
wouldst surely have been severe in punishing them, if they
had been found negligent in their care of taxes due to thee
and in matters of thy revenue.” Nor do I know, Sire, what
weight in excusing you at that moment will be allowed to the
answer you may make, and say, ¢ Every year when I wrote to
my ministers, Lord, I recommended to them the interests of
Thy divine service.” For the answer will come at once, ¢ But
those who altogether trampled upon those solemn command-
ments thou didst allow to do so unpunished, and at the same
time those whom thou didst find unfaithful and remiss as
to their attention to thy own interests, thou didst duly
chastise.’

Again, Sire, by all the zeal which burns in you for the glory
of God, and by the very great care which I am sure you have
to discharge before God the obligations of your royal office,
and to keep your conscience free from burthen, I conjure and
beseech your Highness to send to India a special and com-"
petent minister, armed with all due authority, whose single
office it may be to provide for the salvation of the countless
souls here which are now in danger of being lost. And let
him have for his discharge of this duty powers from you quite
independent of all authority or command of your officers whose
duty it is to attend to the revenue and management of your
government. In this way the troubles and scandals may be
avoided which have hitherto so grievously and so frequently
disturbed the progress of religion.

I would have your Highness take an exact account, and
add up the full sum of all the revenues and temporal advant-
ages which, by the goodness of God, you receive from India.
Then deduct what you spend here for the service of God and
the cause of religion. And then, when all has been fairly
reckoned up, make such a division of profits between what is
to go to your royal purse and what is to be given to God and
His heavenly kingdom as shall seem just and good to your
grateful and religious heart, taking care that the Creator of all
things may never seem to be repaid poorly and charily by
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and I am sure he will give you a full and ample account of
everything here. I am writing to the King about him, urging
him as strongly as I can, for the relief of my own conscience
and that of his Highness, to send him back as soon as pos-
sible. He is a man needed here more than can be told, for
he it is who defends the lambs of Jesus Christ against the vio-
lence and snares of wolves whom nothing will satisfy. Miguel
Vaz is a brave intrepid man ; nothing ever prevents him from
raising his voice against the persecutors and despoilers of the
new converts to the religion of Christ. If the King were to
think of sending some one else here in his place, where—to
speak of the very least of his merits—could his Highness find
a person equally experienced in Indian affairs, which during
the last twelve years he has not only taken part in, but actu-
ally directed? Where would he find any one as much beloved
by the good, and as much feared by the bad? Depend upon
it, if the King looks out for any one else, whatever pains he
‘may take in his choice, he will run a great risk of failing to
attain the object he desires. So pray work, I entreat you,
with much earnestness upon his Highness to send back Mi-
guel Vaz and no one else. Farewell.

Your true and most loving brother in Jesus Christ,

Francis.
From Cachin, January 22d, 1545.

(xr1v.) To the Society, at Rome.

May the grace and love of Christ our Lord always help
and favour us ! Amen.

God knows, my dear brothers, how much more happy I
should be to see you, than to write you this letter, which must
run its chance as to reaching you on account of the distance
which divides us. For in truth the Providence which has put
our bodies with an almost infinite space between them, while
our minds are all the time most closely united, has not loosened
the tie of affection which binds us together. It is true, we are
no longer living together as we used to live, but we are almost
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cross. They add, that many of the inhabitants at the sight
of these prodigies became disposed to embrace the Christian
faith. A brother of the prince I have mentioned, touched by
these marvellous events, persuaded a certain priest to give him
baptism. He has now taken refuge with the Governor of
India in order to ask his assistance against the Rajah who
killed his brother. I met and talked with this prince in the
course of his journey, and I have great hope, from what he
said, of seeing that kingdom before long embrace the faith of
Jesus Christ. The people are strongly moved by the prodigies
and signs which have taken place; and the prince who has
lately become a Christian is the heir to the throne.

In the kingdom of Macazar, about 5oo leagues distant
from Travancore, three of the chief princes and many of the
other inhabitants came into the Church of Jesus Christ eight
months ago. They have sent messengers to Malacca, a city
belonging to the King of Portugal, to ask for persons able to
instruct them in the law of God; and have declared that,
having lived hitherto like animals without reason, they intend
for the future to live like men, as soon as they shall have re-
ceived the knowledge and religion of the true God. The Com-
mandant of Malacca has sent them some priests who are to
mstruct them. You may judge from this alone, my very dear
brothers, what great and what fertile harvests this uncultivated
field promises to produce. This part of the world is so ready,
so teeming with shooting corn, as I may say, that I hope within
this very year to make as many as a hundred thousand Chris-
tians. Pray the Lord of the harvest that He send forth labourers
info His harvest If any persons come to these countries,
where the fields are already white unto the harvest,’® in
the desire of extending the worship of God and propagating
religion, they will be received not only courteously but with
real affection by the Portuguese, so that they will have all
necessaries supplied them in abundance. The Portuguese
nation is in fact so desirous of the extension of the Christian

3 yogate Dominum messis, ut mittat operarios in messem suam. (Orig.)
B ubi campi jam sunt albi ad messem. (Orig.)
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which he speaks took place. They were brought about by a
captain named Antonio de Payva, who was in charge of a ship
belonging to Rodrigo Vaz Pereira. It appears that Payva had
some time before made the acquaintance of the petty King of
Sian, which is called by some one of the territories of Macazar,
by others a separate island,’? and had begun to talk with him
on matters of religion. But he had to sail away without having
finished the King's conversion. On a later voyage he came
to Supa, a port of Celebes, the capital of another small king-
dom. The King of Supa was an old man of seventy, who
came down to the sea to meet the Portuguese merchant, with
a youth the heir to his throne and a court of thirty ladies,
splendidly dressed and loaded with jewels. Payva accepted
his hospitality, and before long began to talk about religion,
a subject very much discussed in those parts at that time, as
the Mussulmans of Java were endeavouring to induce the
Malay princes to adopt the creed of Mahomet. The King
asked Payva why the Christians hated the Mussulmans so
much, and received in answer an instruction on the filthy
sensuality of the Mahometan law, and the purity and holiness
of the Gospel.

Payva then left the old King half persuaded, and sailed
away to his former friend at Sian. Here, as we are told, he
had a long discussion, first as to what was meant by holiness,
and then as to what was a lie. Payva’s speech on this latter
question is singularly characteristic. He told the King that he
would tell him the truth with all the openness and sincerity
which were due to the sublime nature of the religious subjects
on which they were discoursing, and also to a prince so highly
gifted with good qualities as himself. To lie to a King, who
represented God on earth, was to lie to God, and God would
not so far abandon him as to let him do this. He would
speak out of obedience and a sense of duty—only, let the King
promise him one thing,—that if he made him angry by what
he should say, that anger might fall on himself and not on his
innocent companions. He might freely risk his own life, but

19 There is an island, Siao, not far to the northeast of Celebes.
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not theirs, although they would all die gloriously in an attempt
to bring about the salvation of the King and his people. After
receiving the pledge he required, Payva said boldly that the
best instance of a lie which he could name was the religion
which the King and his subjects professed, in which devils,
the authors of all evil since the beginning of the world, were
worshipped instead of the true God, the sacrifices and rites
of which were abominable, as well as false, the doctrine more
fabulous than the merest dream, and the manners taught by
which were more fit for wild beasts than for men ; and all the
while they had no knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Son of the
living God, the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; and their whole
existence was so encompassed and penetrated with lying, that
they asked what it was, as a thing which they knew not. Jesus
Christ was the Truth, and the King’s religion was a lie. It
seems that at the time of Payva’s visit the island was in want
of rain, after a long drought, and while he was speaking the
sky became overclouded, and one of the violent rainstorms
of the tropics, with thunder and lightning, came on. It was
looked on as a sign from heaven that Payva’s words were true.

While the King was still hesitating, a fleet arrived in the
harbour, which at first caused some alarm, as it was well armed
and numerous: but it turned out to be the fleet of the King
of Supa, who had come with a large court to seek for Payva.
He asked whether the King of Sian had been baptized, and
was told that he had taken time to consider. A thing so im-
portant as the salvation of the soul, he answered, was not to
be put off, and he asked himself to be baptized at once. The
Portuguese had no priest with them, so the oldest man bap-
tized him by the name of Don Luis: his queen followed his
example, with a large number of the nobles and soldiers in
her train; and the ceremony of baptism was accompanied by
the discharge of all the artillery, by music, and all the other
resources of oriental feast-keeping. The example of the court
of Supa was irresistible to that of Sian, and the King with a
large following was baptized, taking the name of Don Juan or
Joam, after the King of Portugal. ‘So,’ says Faria y Sousa,
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the religion of Jesus Christ is because no one calls them to it.
I confess the opportunity of increasing the kingdom of Jesus.
Christ and extending the boundaries of the Church has a most
fascinating attraction for me; but I am detained here by this
affair of Jafanapatam, the issue of which still hangs in doubt.
This is the only difficulty which prevents my making up my
mind to go to Malacca, and if time shall settle it—I was in
hopes it would be settled in the course of this next May—I
shall go thither at once, and if then I can see for certain that
God wishes to use my work in the island of Macazar,—where it
1s said that many persons have lately become Christians, and
as letters inform us, the king of the place himself has asked for
preachers of the Gospel from Malacca, whom I am afraid he
may not have been able to get, for I think there are no fit
persons to be found there,—I say, if I make up my mind before
the end of May to go to Malacca, I shall not sail without
having dispatched a message to my Lord Governor, to let him
know my resolution, and to ask for letters of introduction to
the Commandant of Malacca, ordering him to assist and further
our work in whatever way we want his help in serving God our
Lord in the conversion of those nations. If these things fall
out as I have arranged, and it should be necessary for me to
sail to Macazar, I shall still not embark without writing to you
from Malacca, .and informing you of the whole matter.
Meantime I beg you not to lose heart or to let your cour-
age be worn out, and nevér slacken your efforts in the long and
toilsome work of cultivating those poor ignorant people where
you are. Keep on going round the villages, preach to the
people every day, and especially be most diligent in your vigil-
ance to leave no newborn infants unbaptized. Pay the great-
est attention everywhere to the instruction of the children in
the day schools of the Christian doctrine, and take constant
care to make the masters who are set over them do their duty
with the greatest faithfulness. You will receive from Joam de
Cruz 2000 fanams, a sum which he has collected to be applied
to instructing the children. Ask, also, Father Joam de Lizana
to give you the sum of money which you left with him, destined
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and show him kindly how much it concerns his honour to
make restitution of the money which he extorted from the poor
wretches whom the Portuguese put to death. I would write
to him myself if I had any hope that the fruit of my doing so
would be any amendment in him. But I wish you to tell him
in my name that I can never cease from the duty incumbent
upon -me, of making known to the King and to the Lord
Governor of India, by letter or word of mouth, his most wicked
crimes, that they may punish him as he deserves; and also
of applying to Prince Don Henry, the President of the Holy
Tribunal for Capital Questions in Religion,?? that in virtue of
his supreme authority iz foro ecclesiastico he act against him
according to law, as one who hinders the conversion of the
heathen by barbarously persecuting the converts who have
lately received the holy law and faith of Jesus Christ; and add
at the end that there is only one way of closing my mouth
and averting the severe punishments which are on the point
of overtaking him. This way is a speedy and conspicuous re-
pentance, showing itself in works which may satisfy the public
scandal he has caused, by restoring at once all his ill acquired
treasures, and giving the other public proofs, such as our Chris-
tian discipline exacts, that he sincerely repents and condemns
his past crimes, and promises to lead an innocent life for the
future.

If Joam d’Artiaga is still on the coast, it is my wish you
should not allow him to reside there any longer; and in order
to oblige him to go away, you will give strict charge to Cosmo
de Payva not to remit any more money for his support, at least
from any funds that would be charged to our account, because
we do not consider it expedient that he should stay any longer
in the country. Receive with all hospitality Vasco Fernandez,
who will deliver this letter to you, for I hope from the good-
ness of God, which has already begun to shed on him singular
graces, that some day he will make one of our Society. He
is a young man of excellent conduct, and burning with great
desires of serving God with generosity ; and how right it is

22 The Holy Office.
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parately the ten commandments of His law, according to this
form. The first commandment of the divine law of my Lord and
Creator is this: ‘ Thou shalt love and worship the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,” &c. Then let him think over with himself and
call to mind all the faults which, from his earliest years, he has
committed against this precept during his whole life. Then, con-
demning and detesting them with his whole heart, let him implore
God to pardon those faults, and make a firm resolution to avoid
henceforth sins of this kind, and rather to incur the risk and loss
of zll his property, his health, and even his life, than commit any-
thing contrary to a commandment so just and salutary.

Let him add two colloquies, in some such words as these,
First to Jesus Christ let him say: I pray and beseech Thee, O
Jesus my Lord, grant me to-day and all the days of my life, the
abundance of Thy grace to observe this first precept of Thy holy
law. Then to the blessed Mother of Jesus Christ : O my Lady,,
holy Mary, I beseech thee to pray for me to the blessed fruit of
your womb, Jesus Christ my Lord, that this day and all the re-
maining days of my life He may mercifully supply to me abundant
grace to perform fully all that is prescribed to me by this first
commandment of His most holy law. In the same way let him
go through the nine other precepts of the Decalogue.

This exercise, if gone through faithfully at the beginning of
each day, is of the highest importance for securing eternal salva-
tion. For as the Christian’s whole hope and only way of arriving
at the happiness to which he is called lies in his doing good works
and avoiding evil works, of which the former are commanded and
the latter forbidden by the ten precepts of the divine law, it is
easy to see how much it will conduce to this end to consider ex-
actly and distinctly each one of the divine precepts, and thus to
have set before us as in a mirror the stains of our souls which
must be removed, and how much is still lacking to us. From
this springs true contrition, whereby we efface our old sins, and
also that we guard ourselves beforehand against those faults into
which we are in danger of falling on account of the treacherous
occasions of daily life, and are able to weaken the power of bad
associations and vicious habits, and daily acquire fresh strength
from the firm and deliberate resolutions which we form, as also
by imploring so continually the aid of God to resist the tempta-
tions to evil which may occur to us in all kinds of wickedness,
every one of which falls under the ban of some one of the ter
commandments oi God, and consequently may be thought of with
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in common language, or even sung. Here is a metrical exercise
of the love of God, without any mixture of our own interest, for
the use of those who like it.

[Here follows the rhythm commonly known as the Act of Love
or Contrition of St. Francis Xavier. There is a question whether
it was not originally the composition of St. Ignatius; indeed, the
Spanish sonnet is attributed to him by Father Menchacha, who
thinks St. Francis made a shorter and more popular form of the
same, perhaps in Portuguese. The Spanish runs thus:

No me mueve, mi Dios, para quererte
El cielo que me tienes prometido :
Ni me mueve el infierno tan temido
Para dexar por esso de ofenderte,

Tu me mueves, Sefior ; mueveme el verte
Clavado en essa cruz, y escarnecido ;
Mueveme el ver tu cuerpo tan herido ;
Muevenme tus afrentas, y tu muerte.

Muevesme al tu amor en tal manera,
Que aunque no hubiera cielo, yo te amara ;
Y aunque no hubiera infierno, te temiera,

No me tienes que dar porque te quiera ;
Que aunque quanto espero, no esperara,
Lo mismo que te quiero, te quisiera,

The common Latin version, which, as will be seen, though it
gives the same thoughts, is not by any means a strict transla-

tion, is as follows:

O Deus, ego amo Te,

Nec amo Te, ut salves me,
Aut quia non amantes Te
Zterno punis igne,

Fu, Th, mi Jesu, totum me
Amplexus es in cruce ;

Tulisti clavos, lanceam,
Multamque ignominiam,
Innumeros dolores,

Sudores, et angores,

Ac mortem, et haec propter me
Ac pro me peccatore.

Cur igitur non amem Te,

O Jesu amantissime ?

Non ut in ccelo salves me,

Aut ne in sternum damnes me,
Nec przemii ullius spe ;

Sed sicut Tu amasti me,

Sic amo et amabo Te,

Solum quia Rex meus es,

Et solum quia Deus es, Amen,
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more distinctly in thought on the Passion, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

(2.) Method of catechizing the Ignorant.

A good deal has been said, both in the Letters and in the text
(pp. 152, 166), about Francis Xavier's method of catechizing, or
rather of holding a Catechetical Service, as it may be called. The
following form is from the same source as the preceding Daily
Exercise. It is addressed 7o #ke Catechists of the Society of Fesus
Zn India.

I am going to lay before you, my dearest brothers, the form
and method of teaching the elements of Christian doctrine to these
ignorant nations which my own practice and its results have ap-
proved to me, hoping that if you observe the same you may find
yourselves gathering satisfactory fruits for the glory of God our
Lord and for the salvation of souls. '

The people being assembled, whoever is to give the explana-
tion of the Catechism should first make the sign of the cross, and
then, with his head uncovered and his hands raised to heaven,
he should pronounce in a clear and intelligible voice, with two
boys ready to repeat it after him, the Lord's Prayer, he saying
each word by itself, and the boys each word at once after him.

Then the catechist says to the congregation : ‘ Now, my bre-
thren, let us make profession of our faith, and let us make acts of
the chief and most excellent virtues, which are called theological,
and which are faith, hope and charity." Then he is to begin
with faith, asking the people, ‘Do you believe in One only true
God, Almighty, Eternal, Immernse, infinitely Wise?' All are to
answer : ‘Yes, Father, by the grace of God, we do believe." The
catechist must go on: ‘Then all repeat together after me this
prayer : O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, grant us
grace most firmly to believe this article of our holy faith: let us
add in order to obtain it a Pater Noster.'! This prayer is to be
said by all to themselves in secret. Then the teacher, raising
his voice again, says: ‘Now, then, all repeat after me: O holy
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, obtain for us from God the grace
to believe most firmly this article of our holy faith; and in order
to obtain this favour from her, let us all say to ourselves, in her
honour, the Hail Mary.! After all have secretly repeated it, the
teacher continues: ‘Do you believe, my brethren, that this true
God is the One only God, One in Essence, and Three in Persons—
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BOOK I

RST VOYAGE OF FRANCIS TO THE EAST
GO TO HIS RETURN TO INDIA.

| 155 1548,




CHAPTER 1.
Francis at Malacca.

THE years spent by Francis Xavier in the peninsula of India
itself, before sailing to the farther East, which was to be the
scene of so many of his most glorious labours and most won-
derful miracles, are quite exceptional as regards the number of
his letters which remain to us. We must not expect in fu-
ture anything like the almost daily chronicle with which, for a
short space of time, the letters to Mancias have furnished us;
and we must be content to take that series as giving us an in-
sight into the affectionate charity and ingenious industry with
which he helped on his subordinates, and looked after the in-
terests of the converts under their charge, which we may be
quite sure reveals to us what was ordinary in him, but of which
we shall not hereafter be able to furnish so much unconscious
evidence in his own words. The two years and a half (to speak
roughly) which followed on his departure from the shrine of St.
Thomas for Malacca and the Eastern Archipelago are, compara-
tively, barren indeed in correspondence ; and although there are
abundant facts, attested by authorities in which we can place
the greatest confidence, preserved to us as to his life at this
time, we cannot but lament that we shall have to rely so much
more on the evidence of others than on his own accounts.
These were years even unusually full of incident, of great suc-
cesses, strange adventures, dangers, and escapes. They showed
in the most striking way his wonderful power of winning souls,
his influence on the public mind, his immense supernatural
courage and confidence in God, his zeal and charity, and his
miraculous gifts. Full of spiritual conquest themselves, they
opened to him—as if in fulfilment of the promise implied in
the Divine call which bade him leave India to help the new
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his greatest and most famous miracles. He left it at last—as
the Apostles were told to leave the cities which would not
listen to them—shaking off the dust from his feet as a witness
against it, ordering the priests of the Society to withdraw from
it, and having prophesied calamities which were to befall it.
But this was as yet future. For the time Malacca was notably
improved. An abominable custom, which allowed fullgrown
girls to go frolicking about the city in male attire and without
any escort, and which naturally resulted in the ruin of many,
was put an end to. The obscene songs which had resounded
in the streets were changed for Christian hymns. Many great
conversions took place, and the scandals which came from the
open practice of concubinage were in several cases set right.
But there were persons of influence, and even high ecclesiastics,
who set the example of turning a deaf ear to the remonstrances
and exhortations of Francis; and with this bad example to
encourage them, the mass of the inhabitants treated him with
respect, reverence, and admiration, and that was all. Nothing
is more hardhearted than frivolous voluptuousness—the spirit
of Herod and his Court, who would gladly have seen our Lord
work a miracle to supply them with a new excitement, but
before whom He, Who had so many words for the heathen
Pilate, resolutely held His peace.

The accounts that remain to us of the four months which
Francis spent at this time in Malacca, represent him as strain-
ing to the utmost the condescending charity of which we have
already seen more than one example. He was to be found
talking familiarly with rude soldiers, looking on at their games,
interesting himself in their success or in their bad fortune.
More than this, he put in practice all the devices which the
extreme ingenuity of his zeal for souls could suggest to win
scandalous sinners by degrees to a better life. He invited
himself to the table, or accepted the invitations, of the men
who were known to be living openly with the objects of their
unlawful love, and, treating the poor victims of shame as if they
had been virtuous ladies, he brought about in some cases their
marriage and in other cases their dismissal. One rich and
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bring us together in His holy glory, since in this life we have
to live scattered in so many various places !

The least of your brothers in Jesus Christ,

Francis.
From Malacca, December 16th, 1545.

The urgency with which Francis expresses his wish that
the two Fathers from Portugal should proceed at once to the
Fishery Coast must be explained by a fear which he may have
had that efforts would be made to detain them at Goa. The
letter is written in such terms as to enable them to plead that
they had no choice in the matter left them by their Superior.
The exhortation to Father Paul about obedience to the rulers
of the College shows us that, in the very delicate position in
which he was—for the College was not yet made over to the
Society— he was often provoked to acts which might have
embroiled him with the authorities. We shall hear more of
¢his in the next letter to him,
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all the affairs of the College you obey sedulously the Superiors.
If I were in your place, I should have nothing more at heart
than to do all they wished. I want you to believe me, and
be convinced, that nothing is so safe, nothing so secures us
from going wrong, as to desire to be always ruled by others,
and to obey their commands from the heart. On the other
hand, it 1s a perilous and hazardous thing to live as-one’s own
master, casting off the authority of superiors. For even if you
do a thing rightly when you depart from what is prescribed
you, yet be sure, dearest brother, that there is more bad than
good in it after all. You will therefore accurately obey in all
things Father Diego de Borba, whose will agrees with the will
of God, and be altogether under his power. If you will do this,
you will do a thing pleasing not only to me, but also to God.

Send me two of our fathers who are now at Cape Comorin,
particularly Joam Beira, and in their place substitute two of
those who are lately arrived from Portugal. And I beseech
those who are to be sent hither, that as, considering the mul-
titude of stations and the magnitude of matters we have to
attend to, we of the Society are too few, they make an effort
to bring with them some men not of ours, who may serve and
help us in teaching the Christian law and religious instruction
to the villages in these islands. If they are not priests, at
least let them be persons who have had rough handling from the
world, the flesh, and the devil, and who desire to punish in
themselves their own injuries and those of God. They must
bring with them the sacred vessels and vestments for the holy
sacrifice. But the chalices should be of tin; they will be safer
than chalices of silver a gente non sancta—1I1 mean the heathen
among whom we are always living.

Some Spanish friars of St. Augustin are going from Am-
boyna to Goa; you may learn from them anything about me
that you wish to know. I earnestly commend them to you,
and beg you to help them in any way you can, showing them
the highest marks of kindness and goodwill. They are excel-
lent religious and very holy men. I am setting out for the
Land of the Moor. May God abide with you; may He go
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Christians, but for the want of people to preach to them. If
we had somewhere here a house of the Society, the majority
would be Christians. So I have made up my mind to bring
it about that in these extreme parts of the world there should
be a house somehow or other planted for our use: for I can
already see in prospect how many nations that step would
bring into the fold of Christ.

In this island of Amboyna the heathen are far more numer-
ous than the Mussulmans, and there is a bitter hatred between
the two ; for the Mussulmans compel the natives either to be-
come Mahometans or to be their slaves, and the heathen,
hating even the name of Mahomet more than the yoke of
slavery, repudiate altogether the superstition of the Mussul-
mans. If there were people here to teach them the true reli-
gion, they would join the fold of Christ without much difficulty,
for they have much less objection to the name of Christ than
to that of Mahomet. It is about seventy years since the plague
of Mahometanism invaded this island: before that time all
the inhabitants were heathen. The evil was introduced by
some Mahometan cacizes (ministers of religion), who came from
Mecca in Arabia, where the accursed body of Mahomet is
honoured with great superstition, and drew a large multitude
of people to their own sect. The native Mussulmans are alto-
gether ignorant, and know nothing of the pestilential doctrine
which they profess to follow, so that I am led to hope that they
may be easily converted from the Mahometan religion.

I write all this to you at so much length that you may share
my solicitude, and conceive, as is only right, an immense sor-
row at the miserable loss of so many souls who are perishing
daily, utterly destitute of aid. And those who desire to help
them, don’t let them delay ; for even if they are not very well
furnished with learning and other gifts, they will be quite fit for
the work of which I speak, if they have made up their minds
to come hither for the sake of Christ alone, to live with the
people here, and breathe out their last in earnestly carrying
out this resolution. If only a dozen would come out every
year, so disposed, there would be an end altogether of this sect
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with my own eyes—for I would not believe it without seeing
it. A respectable Portuguese has the goat, and is taking it
away, meaning to carry it to Portugal.

But now to return to my intended voyage : I beseech you,
my dearest fathers and brothers, by Jesus Christ the Lord of
all things, by His most holy Mother, and the Saints of heaven
who are in eternal glory, I pray and beg of you to remember
me, and to pray God continually and most earnestly to be mer-
ciful to me. You see in how great need I am of protection.
And I have often known that, in many dangers of soul and
body, your prayers have been my saving. For my part, that
I may not forget you, I carry about with me all your names,
as they are written by your own hands as signatures to your
letters to me, together with my solemn form of profession ;
and for the wonderful pleasure which I receive from that most
delightful remembrance I give thanks first of all, as is right,
to God, and then to you, my sweetest fathers and brothers,
whom God has adorned with so many virtues. And as I have
the confidence that some day I shall have far greater pleasure
from the enjoyment of your company in life eternal, I now for-
bear to converse with you any longer for the present,

From Amboyna [May 1546].

The date of this last letter is not quite certain. It is given
in the printed copies as May 1546, but the highest authority on
the subject, F. Menchacha, thinks that it must have been sent
from Amboyna a year later, after the return of Francis to that
island from Ternate and the region of the Moor.!t In that

11 The internal evidence is contradictory; and therefore by no means con-
clusive either way. The chief reasons for postponing the date are, 1. that no
other letter exists written in 1547 (but this argument may cut both ways, as it
would tend to show that Francis was out of the way of opportunities till he re-
turned to Malacca) : 2. that the letter contains an account of the attempt made
by his friends to prevent his going to the * Isle of the Moor,’ which attempt was
made at Ternate after he had left Amboyna (but it is by no means certain that
no attempt of the kind was made at Amboyna ; and he most certainly contem-
plated going to ‘ Maurica’ when he was there, and wrote about the dangers and
his own apprehension of them to F. Paul of Camerino from Amboyna) : 3. that
he distinctly says (p. 376), that when the Spaniards sailed from Amboyna towards
India, he set out with Joam d'Eyro in the contrary direction to Molucco (Ter-



















































400 St. Francis Xawvier,

frighten him.!® We can hardly imagine that a heart so very
quick, tender, and sympathetic as that of Francis Xavier can
have been cold, phlegmatic, unimpressionable, when great dan-
ger was presented to it. On the contrary, there appear to be
frequent indications in his letter that, without being less brave
than the ordinary crowd of good and upright men, he was by
no means indifferent to the risks of life and death, and that his
calm heroic courage came rather from grace than from nature.
These considerations make his own account of the discussion
more interesting than ever. We see a supernatural instinct,
also, in his refusal to arm himself with antidotes against the
poisons which were so much in use among the people to whom
he was going: it was the same instinct which made David
decline the armour of Saul. He would trust to God, but to
nothing else. It is said that the Commandant of Ternate
forbade any one to furnish him with a boat to cross to the
dreaded island: but this difficulty seems to have been over-
come by the firmness of Francis himself.

When the ship in which he sailed to the dangerous island
drew near the shore, it was seen that the people were ready to
receive him with every mark of reverence and affection. The
fame of the holy Father had reached even to those poor bar-
barians, and after a time he soon made himself as dear to
them as to the other populations among which he had preached.
He followed his usual method, baptizing the children, cate-
chizing, preaching, teaching the boys and girls songs of the
Christian doctrine, visiting the sick, and the like. Once he is
said to have been in danger as he was preaching to a band of
savages by the side of a deep river, and they took offence at
the freedom with which he upbraided their predominant vices,
and began to cast stones at him. He thrust a huge beam or
trunk of a tree that was lying by into the water and leapt upon

18 Lucena gives a long account of the attempt, and devotes a whole chapter
to the reasons which Francis alleged in reply. It is quite in keeping with what
was usual to the writers of his day, who seem sometimes to have put in
speeches and arguments like ancient authors, where in modern times we should
put a pictorial illustration, 3
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incident, which is mentioned on the sworn testimony of a
number of witnesses in the Processes, and was selected as spe-
cially worthy of notice by the Roman theologians who drew up
the Relatio, to which reference has already been made. The
city of Tolo, it seems, soon after its conversion to Christianity,
was assailed by the Mussulman ‘King’ of Gilolo, who, partly
by persuasion and influence, partly by force, induced the in-
habitants to throw off the kind of allegiance which bound them
to the Portuguese, as well as their newly acquired religion.
Some who stood firm were put to death, but the majority
yielded : the churches and crosses were pulled down, and the
Christian religion publicly insulted in every way. The news
came to Ternate, the seat of the Portuguese Governor, while
Francis was there, and he at once urged Bernardino de Sousa
to revenge the insult offered alike to religion and to his sove-
reign. The Relatio speaks of endeavours first made by Francis to
bring the people to their senses by persuasion and prayer, and
he may perhaps have still been in the island at the time, or
may have gone over on purpose. An expedition was organized,
- consisting of only twenty Portuguese and about four hundred
Ternatese. Francis promised them success, and went with
them. The town is described as placed on a height, in a posi-
tion extremely strong by nature, which had also been carefully
fortified. Iron spikes had been placed in the only path by
which access was practicable. Francis knelt down and prayed,
and then the mountain close by began to send forth smoke,
cinders, and stones, which it had not been known to do before
that time; an earthquake accompanied the eruption, which
cast down a part of the fortifications, as well as many houses.
The inhabitants fled to the woods, and soon came to suppl-
cate Francis for pardon, and were forgiven and reconciled on
duly doing penance and rebuilding the church, which had been
destroyed. In later years we find the Christians of these
islands very bravely suffering persecution, many becoming
martyrs for the faith.1?

19 This incident of the * victory' of Tolo, as it is called in some historians,
is perfectly well authenticated by sworn testimony, collected in the Processes,









CHAPTER III.
Four niore Months in Malacca.

Francis Xavier arrived at Malacca, on his return from the
Moluccas to India, in the middle of July 1547. He had been
absent a year and a half, and could have had but very scanty
intercourse with the Christian world which he had left behind
him during that space of time. He was overjoyed on arriving
at Malacca to find there three members of the Society—the
first recruits whom he had seen face to face since he left Eu-
rope more than six years before. They were men entirely
unknown to him, Joam Beira, the former canon of Coruiia,
whom we have already mentioned, Nufiez Ribeiro, a Portu-
guese priest, of whose antecedents we are told nothing, and a
student, Nicolo Nufez, not yet a priest. Francis had ordered
Father Mancias to accompany Father Beira, but his former
companion, with whose name and character we have become
familiar, felt his courage fail him, and he preferred to remain
where he was, among the Christians of the Comorin Coast.
This disobedience cost him his dismissal from the Society by
Francis Xavier. He seems to have remained in India, and
probably laboured on as a secular priest.!

The three whom Francis found waiting for him at Malacca
brought also good news concerning further supplies of Chris-
tian labourers from Europe : seven more of the Society, four of
whom were priests, had arrived in the autumn of 1546 at Goa,
and were already distributed along the Fishery Coast and in
Travancore. There was news also from Europe, a bundle of
letters we cannot doubt, which gave Francis intense pleasure
after his long exile from the comparative nearness to home of

1 He was one of the witnesses whose depositions are collected in the Pro-
cesses, and died very piously at Cochin in 1565, (Léon Pages.)
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India and Cape Comorin. To make up for the silence of
more than a whole year, he had probably two collections of
letters to read about this time; for the Fathers would have
brought the correspondence of 1546, and it is probable that
that of 1547 reached him before he left Malacca. There was
a great deal for him to hear about the progress of the Society,
especially in Spain and Portugal. He would be told of Jer-
ome Nadal’s tardy but yet complete victory over the obstacles
which had so long hindered him from entering religion, and of
many other things which would have rejoiced his heart. Lay-
nez and Salmeron had distinguished themselves equally for
learning and for religious modesty at the revived Council of
Trent. St. Ignatius had healed a difference between John King
of Portugal and the Pope, and Le Jay, by the exertions of the
same prudent father of the Society, had escaped a bishopric,
which Ferdinand the King of the Romans had determined to
force upon him. The Duke of Gandia, afterwards St. Francis
Borgia, had procured from the Holy Father a solemn approba-
tion of the book of the Spiritual Exercises, and had secretly °
promised to enter the Society himself as soon as he could rid
himself of the multitude of secular business which his great
position in the world forced upon his attention. But the piece
of news which must have touched most tenderly the heart of
Francis was that Peter Favre was dead. He had been sent
to Spain for a certain time, and when the time was over—
though he had already had a fever at Barcelona before embark-
ing—he hastened to Rome. He had been asked for by John
I11. to go as Nuncio to Ethiopia, where there were some hopes,
as has already been said, of bringing the Emperor back to
Catholicity, and at the same time the Pope had asked that a
third theologian of the Society might be sent to the Council
of Trent, and St. Ignatius had intended that Favre should
go. But Rome is often fatal, even to men of robust health, if
they enter it in the dogdays. It was near the end of July
when Favre arrived, and Orlandini tells us that Ignatius held
a consultation of some fathers as to the prudence of allowing
him to enter, and that he was overruled by them to permit
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challenge, which it was by no means convenient to accept.
There was a very small force in the city, and—as he hints, by
the neglect of those in authority—it would not have been easy
to arm an expedition. The ships, moreover, had been nearly
all burnt. ¢Pitiable joke, indeed !’ he says. *But there was at
Malacca then the great modern Apostle of Asia, St. Francis
Xavier, who was not less zealous for the honour of our King
than for the worship of our God, and he very earnestly disap-
proved the jest to the Capitan and the others, and urged them
in some way or other to wipe out the injury. They excused
themselves, as there were but eight ships left, and these had
been beached as rotten and unfit for service.

But Francis would not be put off. He was keenly sensible
that, poor as was the support which the Portuguese gave to the
cause of religion in many respects, still that cause was much
bound up in the East with the prestige and power of Portugal.
He had perhaps some of the old Spanish feeling about the
Mussulmans—the feeling that made St. Ignatius, in the early
days of his conversion, hesitate whether he ought not to have
run a Moor through who vilified the blessed Mother of God.
At all events he set to work. ¢So much did that holy wrath of
the great Xavier bring about,’ says Faria y Sousa, that he pre-
vailed, with his zealous discourses, upon some rich merchants
so as to get these rotten vessels put into such a state that the
soldiers and sailors might safely embark in them.” After all,
there were only 180 Portuguese to go on board. Francis ex-
horted them, heard their confessions and gave them holy com-
munion before they set out, and promised them a certain vic-
tory. He would have gone with them himself, but the people
would not allow it. The armament set out to look for the
enemy, who had waited out of sight; but disaster came at
once, as the Commander’s ship sank almost in the port itself.
Francis revived the drooping courage of the soldiers and people
by promising that they should have a reinforcement of two
ships before night. The people were looking out from the
heights all the afternoon, and it was already getting late when
two sails were seen in the offing. They were the ships of a
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