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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

AmoNe the many great Saints who have
illustrated the Church in these latter ages,
there is none whose virtues excite greater
or more universal admiration than St.
Francis Xavier. In his conversion, and
~ subsequent holiness of life, the power of
Divine grace is conspicuously displayed ;
and in his untiring zeal, and the extraor-
dinary success that crowned his missionary
labours, we have, perhaps, the most striking
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exemplification of the efficacy of the divine
word that is to be found after the times of
the apostles. Protestants no less than
Catholics have borne testimony to this
fact. In his lives of eminent Roman
Catholic Missionaries, Carne says, that
Xavier was “the greatest missionary of
his age ;” and the late Sir James Mack-
intosh, notwithstanding his strong anti-
catholic prejudices, pays a beautiful tribute
to his heroic zeal. “I'rancis Xavier,”
says this distinguished writer, “ was a
very extraordinary man. Persuasion and
commanding eloquence, an ascendanéy over
the minds of men, unconquerable patience
in suffering, intrepid courage amid the
most dreadful dangers, and a life devoted
with inflexible constancy to a purely dis-
interested purpose, form a combination
which varies its exterior and its direction,
according to the opinions and manners
of various ages and nations. In one age
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it produces a Xavier ; in another a How-
ard ; he (Xavier) taught to slaves the
moral dignity of their nature; he preach-
ed humility to tyrants and benevolence to
savages. He must have told to the out-
cast Hindoo, that he was, in the grandest
point of view, the equal of his Rajah, and
the ferocious Malay, that his enemy was
his brother. He therefore diffused the
fruits of the best philosophy, and laboured
to improve and ennoble nature.”* 'The
Rev. Mr. Palmer, of Oxford College, in
his compendium of Church history lately
published, says that the “labours and suec-
cess of Xavier are, perhaps, unequalled since
the days of the apostles.” t

If Xavier was selected by God, as the
event sufficiently shows, to be, like St.

* Life of Sir James Mackintosh.
T Palmer’s History of the Christian Church, New York,
1841, pa. 205.
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Paul, a vessel of election to carry his name
before kings and peoples, we cannot be sur-
prised at finding in him the same signs of
an ap‘?stleship, as established the divine
mission of the great apostle of the gentiles.
Hence, far from being astonished at the
supernatural events, which are occasionally
narrated in the following pages, the judi-
cious reader will be convinced, that such
miraculous powers as the apostles possessed,
were no less necessary for the success of
Xavier’s preaching, than in the first pro-
pagation of the Christian religion. Had
not Xavier to announce Christ crucified to
an idolatrous, and, very frequently, a bar-
barous people ? If miracles were required
for the success of the gospel, in the first
century, among the civilized nations of
the Roman empire, surely they were no
less necessary in the sixteenth century,
when the same mysterious truths,—the
same severe morality, were to be announc-
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ed to the people of the East,—so blindly
attached to the superstitions of their fathers,
so prone to sensual indulgence, and so pre-
judiced against the Christians, on account
of the irregularities, injustices, and cruel-
ties, of most of the Europeans, who had
landed on their shores ? Besides, no mira-
cles have been better attested, or more
scrupulously examined, than those of Xa-
vier ; and the mass of evidence on which
they rest, cannot be rejected without en-
dangering the foundations of our moral
certitude. But as this is a subject which
would lead him beyond the legitimate
limits of a prefatory introduction, the
translator contents himself with referring
to the “ End of Controversy,” and # Vin-
dication” of it, by the Right Rev. Dr.
Milner, in which the certainty of these
miraculous facts is solidly established. As
many may not have the above named books,
it has been thought advisable to give in an



viil PREFACE.

appendix, a sketch of the arguments ad-
vanced by those who have impugned, and
defended, the reality of these supernatural
events, that thus the reader may judge to
which side the weight of evidence inclines.
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CHAPTER L

Birth of Xavier—Natural dispositions—He is sent to the Univer-
sity of Paris—Is made Lecturer of Philosophy—Becomes acquainted _
with Ignatius of Loyola—Escapes the snares laid for his faith.

I Am about to write the life of a saint, who, in the
sixteenth century, renewed the wonders of the
apostolic age, and exhibited in his own person, a
living proof of christianity. A new world was con-
verted to the faith by the efficacy of his preaching,
and the miracles whereby it was accompanied.
Idolatrous kings and people bowed their heads to the
sweet yoke of the gospel ; faith was made to flourish
in the very midst of barbarism ; and the authority of
the Roman Church was acknowledged by nations
who had never heard of ancient Rome. This apos-
tolical man is Francis Xavier, of the Society of Jesus,
and one of the first disciples of St. Ignatius of
Loyola. He was of Navarre, and, according to the
testimony of Cardinal Antonio Zapata, was descend-
ed from the royal family of that kingdom. His
father, Don Juan de Jasso, was a distinguished noble-
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designs; and he, at first, rejected the advances of
Ignatius. His maxims and manner of life, made this
latter appear in an unfavorable light to our worldly
minded professor, who, accordingly, treated him with
contempt,and let pass no opportunity of making him
the subject of his raillery and amusement.

Ignatius was not to be so easily repulsed. He pro-
fited by every opportunity of representing to Xavier
the great affair of his salvation, and frequently re-
peated these words of Christ: « What does it profit
a man, to gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul ?”’ Perceiving, however, that he could make no
impression on a heart, which was so full of conceit,
and which only esteemed the glory of this world,
he resolved to approach it on the weaker side. He
often congratulated Xavier on the rare talents he had
received from God, and endeavoured to procure
scholars for him, thus to augment his reputation by
the number of his disciples. He himself was ac-
customed to conduct them to him,and, on presenting
them, never failed to make the eulogium of their
future professor. Xavier was too vain notto be pleas-
ed with these commendations. Applause was grateful
to him, from whatever quarter it came; but was
doubly so, when given by one whom he had used
so badly. Being conscious how little he deserved
such kindness, he felt it the more sensibly; and he
began to look on Ignatius with other eyes than be-
fore. He heard also, about the same time, that this
man, whose appearance and manners were so humble,
was of one of the first families of Guipuscoa ;—that
his courage was equal to his rank ;—and that it was
the fear of God, which alone had inspired him with
the thought of clloosmg a mode of life so far beneath
what his family and patural inclinations might seem
to demand. This intelligence made him listen to
Ignatius more willingly, than before he was wont to
do ; and the maxims which formerly appeared so re-
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timacies, which I had imprudently contracted, and
prevented me from being deluded, by laying open the
snare that was laid for me. Had Don Ignatius given
me no other proof of his kindness,I could never be suf-
ficiently grateful. Without him I never would have
known, how much corruption was concealed under
the fair appearances of those young men who sought
my acquaintance.”

We may see by this authentic testimony, that in-
stead of bringing the faith to remote nations,
Xavier was in danger of making shipwreck of his
own, had he not fallen into the hands of Ignatius,
who had a horror for every appearance of error,and
whose penetration of character easily discovered
heretics, no matter -how speciously disguised.
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CHAPTER IL

Change of life in Xavier—He consecrates himself to God by vow
—Goes to Venice—Painful mortification—He visits Rome—Is or-
dained a priest—Prepares to celebrate his first mass.

IT was not enough for Ignatius to have preserved
Xavier from the snares of error; he wished, more-
over, to detach him from the vanities of the world.
The favorable dispositions manifested by the young
professor, encouraged him to follow up what he had
begun, and gave him hope of success. One day,
finding Xavier more than ordinarily attentive, he
represented to him, with unusual emphasis, these
words ; ¢« What doth it profit a man to gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul ?”’—He then told him,
that a mind so noble and great as his was, ought not
to confine itself to the vain honours of the world ;—
that celestial glory was the only object worthy
of his ambition ;—and that reason itself would tell
him to prefer what was to endure eternally, to what
would vanish like a dream.

Then it was that Xavier’s eyes were opened ; he
saw the nothingness of all earthly greatness, and felt
his heart inflamed with the love of heavenly things.
These first impressions did not, indeed, immediately
produce their full effect upon him. He frequently,
however, reflected in silence on what Ignatius had
said to him ; and after much serious consideration,
and many interior conflicts, he yielded at length to
the influence of the great truths of eternity : he re-
solved to live according to the maxims of the gospel,
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and to imitate him who had made him sensible of
his former blindness.

After the example of Le Fevre, who had already
reformed his life, and was full of zeal for the salva-
tion of others, Xavier gave himself up to the direc-
tion of Ignatius. The counsels of so enlightened a
guide, facilitated his advances in the paths of per-
fection, which were hitherto unexplored by him.
He learned from this new master, that the first object
of a sincere convert, should be to overcome his pre-
dominant passion. As vain glory had hitherto had
the greatest dominion over him, he applied himself,
from the very beginning, to practise acts of humility,
and to confound his pride by the perpetual recollec-
tion of his own nothingness and misery. As he
knew that he could not tame the haughtiness of his
soui, without mortifying the flesh, he undertook to
overcome the body by the use of hair-cloth, by fast-
ing, and other penitential practices.

He devoted the time of vacation to spiritual exer-
cises, as his lectures in philosophy during the year
did not permit him to do so before. Ignatius had
composed these exercises, when at Manresa, with
the particular assistance of God ; a sketch of them will
be found in the life of the holy founder of the Society
of Jesus.

Xavier commenced his retreat with extraordinary
fervour: he passed four days without taking any
food. His thoughts were wholly occupied on divine
matters, and an ancient memoir assures us, that he
went to his devotions,—bound hands and feet. This
he did, either to signify that he only wished to be
guided by the Holy Spirit ; or to anticipate, and thus
avert, the punishment of the man mentioned in the
parable of the gospel, who dared to appear at the
nuptial banquet, without being clad in a wedding
garment.

By meditating on the great truths of christianity,
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CHAPTER III

Xavier falls sick—Has a vision of St. Jerome—He labours at
Bologna—Continued indisposition—He is recalled to Rome—Is ap-
pointed for the mission of India—Mysterious manifestations of God’s
will—Xavier's interviews with Paul III.

IexaTius and his companions had bound them-
selves by vow, to wait, during a year, for an oppor-
tunity of going to Jerusalem; and although there
now appeared no probability of such being afforded
them during that time, they resolved to adhere to the
terms of their promise to God. Meanwhile, the
austere and laborious life of Xavier, united with the
extraordinary sensibility of his devotion,—which
not unfrequently impairs the health,—caused him to
fall sick, shortly after he had said his first Mass. He
was brought to one of the city hospitals, which, at
that time, was so full of patients, and so little pre-
pared to receive them, that Xavier got only part %f a
chamber, which was exposed on all sides. The
treatment was no better than the lodgings, and
never, perhaps, was a sick man more destitute of
human consolation.

Xavier had great devotion to the great doctor of
the church, St. Jerome, to whom he had often recourse
when he met with difficult passages of Scripture.
One night the saint appeared to him, environed with
light, and gave him consolation in his sickness.
Among other things, he declared to him, that a far
greater trial than what he then endured, awaited
bhim at Bologna, where he and one of his companions
were to pass the winter.

This apparition was followed by the immediate
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not Xavier, considering my great age, thought me
incapable of such missionary labours. He wrote to
me at his departure, that I should console myself for
his absence, by the hope of seeing each other in
heaven.”
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determination sensibly afflicted them,as they burned
with zeal for the eastern missions. Asa last resource
they wrote to Rome, and implored the intervention
of Ignatius. He accordingly applied to the Pope,
but his Holiness refused to make an absolute deci-
sion, and referred the whole affair to the king. Ig-
natius hereupon wrote to them, that the King held
for them the place of God,and that they were bound
to pay him implicit obedience. At the same time he
wrote to Mascaregnas to inform him that Xavier and
Rodriguez were at the King’s disposal, and that if
his Majesty required it, they should remain in Portu-
gal. He suggested, however, a means of satisfying
all, namely, to retain Rodriguez in Portugal, and per-
mit Xavier to proceed to India. This proposal of
Ignatius satisfied the King, who received it as an
inspiration of God. Xavier was overjoyed at it, and
gave thanks to Providence, which had thus chosen
him once more for the eastern mission; or rather
which had removed all opposition to the execution
of its eternal counsel.

When the time of departure drew nigh, the King
sent for Xavier, and discoursed at length with him
on the state of India, especially on its religious con-
dition, which he earnestly recommended to his zeal
and piety. He requested him to visit the Portuguese
forts, and see how God was served in them; and
desired him to communicate to himself whatever
was yet wanting for the establishment of Christiani-
ty in those newly conquered countries. He ordered
him to write frequently, not only to his ministers, but
also to himself on these maitters.

He then presented to him four briefs, which that
year had been sent from Rome. In two of them the
Pope constituted Xavier apostolical Nuncio, and in-
vested him with ample powers to extend and maintain
the faith throughout the east. In the third he recom-
mended him to David, Emperor of Ethiopia ; and in
the fourth, to all the princes—either in the islands or
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Christ. Our Lord infused into me so great a love of
sufferings, that, not content with the troubles which
were presented to my imagination, I asked to suffer
yet more. This is the meaning of these words, ¢yet
more, yet more, O Lord "—which I then uttered
with such fervour. I hope that Providence will
grant me to suffer in India, what he has foreshown
me in Italy, and that the desires with which he
inspired me, will be shortly satisfied.”

They embraced each other once more and parted.
As soon as Rodriguez had returned on shore, the
signal for departure was- given, and the fleet set sail
on the 7th April, 1541. It was commanded by Don
Martino Alphonso de Sosa, Viceroy of India, a man
of integrity and great experience in the things of
the east, where he had resided for many years. Sosa
desired to have Xavier in his own ship, called the
« St. James,”” on board of which he accordingly went.
It was the birth day of our Saint, who was now in
his thirty-sixth year, more than seven of which he
had passed as a professed disciple of Ignatius of
Loyola.
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in which he was held was so great, that a single
word from him sufficed to appease them when ex-
cited, and put an end to all their differences.

The Viceroy invited him, from the very first day,
to his table,an honour Xavier humbly but thankfully
declined. During the whole voyage, he lived on
what he begged about the ship.

Meanwhile, the insufferable colds of Cape Verde,
and the excessive heats of Guinea, joined with the
putrefaction of the water and other provisions, while
passing under the line, produced many dangerous dis-
tempers on board. A pestilential fever was accompa-
nied by a species of cancer, which broke out in the
mouth,and ulcerated the gums. The circumstance of
the sick being necessarily crowded together,caused the
infection to spread more rapidly ; and as others were
apprehensive of catching it, they would have been
destitute of all succour, had not Francis taken com-
passion on them. He cleansed their ulcers, washed
their linen, and rendered them all imaginable services.
Above all things, he had care of their souls, and
laboured principally to dispose them for a Christian
death.

He was almost perpetually occupied in this man-
ner, although he himself was, at the same time, suf-
fering from continued fits of vomiting, and extreme
languor, which lasted for two months. Sosa caused
him to get a larger cabin than had at first been as-
signed to him. He accepted of it; but it was merely
for the purpose of accommodating others, who were
more dangerously ill. As for himself, he lay on the
deck, and pillowed his head on the ship’s tackling.

The dishes which the Viceroy sent him from his
table, were divided by him among others, who had
most need of nourishment. These heroic actions of
charity, procured him the name of the « Holy Father,”
which remained ever afterwards attached to him,and
was given to him even by Mahometans and idolaters.

While Xavier was thus ocenpied, the ship pursued
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were incessant : he visited all the sick, and while he
gave medical remedies to some, he administered the
last sacraments to others. All were anxious to have
the benefit of his assistance ; and his very appear-
ance seemed to be for them the most effectual resto-
rative. Not content with spending the day in this
continual occupation, he generally passed his nights
by the bed of the dying. Sometimes he lay down to
snatch a few moments repose, but his short slumbers
~were liable to almost continual interruptions. The
least sigh, or groan, uttered by any of the sick, was
sufficient to bring him to the place whence it pro-
ceeded.

These continued exertions at length produced a
fever, which was of so violent and malignant a cha-
racter, as to require him to have blood taken from
him no less than seven times, and that, at very short
intervals. For three days he was delirious. When
first taken sick, he was urged by many to leave the
hospital, where the contagion was most violent, and
take up his abode with them. He always declined
to accept these offers, and said, that as he had made
a vow of poverty, he would live and die among the
poor.

The violence of his fever having somewhat abated,
Xavier seemed to have no longer any .thought about
himself, so much was he occupied in relieving the
wants of others. Although almost unable to sustain
himself, and habitually suffering from the fever, he
was unremitting in his visits to the other patients in
the hospital, whom he attended as well as his weak-
ness permitted. While thus occupied he was met,
one day, by the physician, who, having felt his pulse,
told him, that in the whole hospital there was none
more dangerously ill than himself. He implored him
to take some rest, and to cease from his labours until
the fever had subsided.—I will obey you,” replied
Xavier, ¢ as soon as I shall have discharged an urgent
duty. The salvation of a soul is at stake, and there
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in company with some of her vessels, she was dashed
to pieces on the rocks in the vicinity of the island of
Salseta.

After a favorable sail of a few days, Sosa and
Xavier arrived at Melinda, on the African coast, near
the equinoctial line. This town, which is inhabited
by Saracens, is situated on the sea-side, in a level,
but well cultivated, country, which is thickly planted
with palm-trees, and abounds by delightful gardens.
The town, which has a large circumference, is sur-
rounded by walls, like the fortified cities of Iurope.
The style of building is Moorish, and the houses are
agreeable and commodious. It is inhabited by ne-
groes of a martial character, who, on account of
their proximity to the equator, from which they are
distant but three degrees and a few minutes, are but
scantily clad. They have always been on friendly
terms with the Portuguese, by reason of the com-
merce which is carried on between them. When the
flag of Portugal was descried, the Saracen king, at-
tended by the principal persons of his court, came
down to receive the new governor of India. The
first object that caught the eye of Francis, as he dis-
embarked, drew from him tears of mingled joy
and pity. On account of the frequent trade carried
on there by the Portuguese, they are allowed to have
a cemetery near the town, for such of their nation as
should happen to die there. On all these graves,
were erected crosses, as is usual with Catholics ; and
amid and above all the rest, rose one of cut stone, and
of large dimensions.

Xavier hastened to it, and falling down, devoutly
reverenced this type of our redemption. He felt an
inward consolation to behold it raised so high, and,
as it were, triumphing among the enemies of Jesus
Christ. At the same time, he was deeply afilicted
on remembering, that this sacred sign served less to
edify the living than to do honour to the dead.
Raising his hands to heaven, he besought the Father
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Xavier undertook nothing without first taking the
bishop’s advice, who, on his part, always imparted
his designs to Francis. This holy union of feeling
and of action, wonderfully contributed to the propa-
gation of the faith, and the salvation of souls.
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devotion, which die away almost as soon as they are
produced. Pious practices were every where estab-
lished, and those who formerly came to confession
but once a year, now approached every month. All
were anxious to confess to Xavier, who, writing from
Goa to Rome, on that subject, said, that were it pos-
sible for him to have been in ten places at once, he
would have found enough to occupy him. The suc-
cess of his catechetical instructions was so marked,
that the bishop ordered that thenceforward the
children should be taught the Christian doctrine in
all the churches of the town. The heads of families
applied themselves to the good government of their
houses, and endeavoured to banish vice from its for-
mer receptacles. They gave large sums of money to
Xavier, who distributed them publicly in the hospi-
tals and prisons, whither the Viceroy accompanied
him, once a week, to hear the complaints of the pris-
oners, and to relieve the poor. This custom was so
pleasing to the Portuguese monarch, John III., that
he subsequently ordered Don Juan de Castro, gover-
nor of India, to do at least once a month what his
predecessor, Sosa, had done once a week. The
Portuguese of Goa became so habituated to the prac-
tices of piety, and such an entire change took place
in their morals, that they no longer resembled the
people whom Xavier had found on his arrival among
them.
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ness. The barbarian did not even condescend to
listen to him; but thrusting him rudely out of the
house, said ; that if ever he went to the christians
church, he hoped they would shut the door against
him. A few days after, he was attacked by a troop
of armed men, who designed to kill him. He endea-
voured to save his life by flight. At some distance
he beheld a church open, and hastened to it, all the
while being pursued by his assailants. The chris-
tians were alarmed at the noise, and fearing that the
idolaters were coming to plunder the church, they
closed the doors. The unhappy man was thus ex-
cluded from the holy place, according to his own
former wish ; and having fallen into the hands of his
pursuers, was cruelly murdered by them. The cir-
cumstance was too visible a judgment of God, not to
excite the attention of all, and to increase the respect
with which the character of Francis was already in-
vested, on account of the numerous miracles, which
he wrought by means of his youthful neophytes.
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Brama_had for hisinheritance the third heaven, with
the superintendence of sacrifices, and other ceremo-
nies of religion. These three deities are represented
by the Indians, under one figure,—having three
heads growing out of the one body, to signify that
they all proceed from the same principle. It is not
hence unlikely but that they had formerly some
knowledge of: christianity, and that their supersti-
tions are only a corruption of the true religion.

Visnu is said to have descended a thousand times
on earth, and always under a different form ;—some-
times appearing under that of a beast,—at other
times assuming the appearance of a man. Hence
the origin of their pagods, or inferior deities, of whom
they relate so many fables.

Brama being also desirous of progeny, appeared
on earth for that purpose: and the brahmins derive
their origin from him. Although they are poor and
miserable creatures, they are regarded by the people
as so many demi-gods. Their austere and solitary
manner of living makes them pass for saints. They
frequently dwell in the trunk of a tree, or in-a cave;
and sometimes live exposed to the inclemency of the
weather, on the summit of a lofty mountain, or in
the uncultivated plains. They observe a profound
silence,—fast sometimes for a whole year, and pro-
fess to eat no animal food.

With all fhis appearance of sanctity, there is not
perhaps a more wicked race under heaven. To re-
compense themselves for the austerities of the de-
sert, they abandon themselves in public to the most
brutal licentiousness, without shame or any apparent
feeling of remorse. They affect to believe that all
things, how abominable soever in themselves, are
lawful for them, when they are impelled thereto by
the light that is within them. The people are so
besotted as to imagine that they themselves become
holy by participating in their crimes.

Their imposture is most shameless. They esti-
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which God bestows only on those who delight in
suffering. The excess of these was so great, that he
was often forced to ask the divine goodness to mode-
rate them, as he himself relates in a letter to Ignatius,
speaking in the third person. Having related what
he had done on the Fishery-coast, he says :—

« I have no more to add concerning this country,
except it be that those who come hither to labour in
the conversion of idolaters, receive o much consola-
tion from above, that if there be a perfect joy on
earth, they feel it.”’—He proceeds to say :— I have
sometimes heard a man thus addressing God;—¢ 0O
my Lord! give me not so much comfort in this life,
or if, by an excess of mercy, thou wilt force it on me,
take me to thyself, and make me partaker of thy
glory; for it is too great a punishment to live without
beholding thee.” ”’
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custom of those parts. Although overwhelmed with
grief, they no sooner saw Xavier, than they felt hope
spring up within them; and, persuaded that what
was beyond the power of human art, would cost him
but a word, they fell down before him, and, embrac-
ing his knees, implored him to restore their son.
Moved by their affliction and faith, Francis begged
the assistance of the Most High, and made the sign
of the cross over the corpse on which he threw holy
water ; then taking the young man by the hand, he
commanded him to rise in the name of the Lord, and
restored him once more to his overjoyed parents.

To preserve the memory of an action so wonderful
and public, a great cross was erected on the spot
where the miracle was wrought ; and the father and
mother of the youth often visited it, and prayed be-
fore it. These miracles were so notorious throughout
the country, and made so great an impression on the
minds of its inhabitants, that people came from all
parts to see the great Father, and receive baptism at
his hands. With the exception of the monarch, and
some of the principal courtiers, the whole kingdom
of Travancor was converted to Jesus Christ in a few
months. The blindness and obduracy of those, is an
awful instance of the judgments of God, who some-
times abandons the great and wise to their irregular
passions, while he communicates himself without
reserve to the poor and simple.
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CHAPTER XI

Xavier seeks to obtain a fresh supply of missionaries—Writes to
Rome, and to Paris—Sends a missionary to Manar—Constancy of
the christians of that island—Their martyrdom—Conversion of the
king of Jafanatapan’s son—His martyrdom—Miraculous cross—Con-
version and flight of two princes—Xavier sets out for Cambaya—
Sends Michael Vaz to Portugal—Letter to the king—Its consequences.

Tue reputation of Xavier was not confined to the
kingdom of Travancor: it was diffused throughout
all India ; and the God of the christians was held in
such veneration that the most idolatrous nations in-
vited the holy man to come and baptize them. He
rejoiced exceedingly to find the pagans spontaneously
seeking after the way of eternal life ; but he regretted
that he alone was not able to announce the gospel
to so many vast countries, as were ignorant of it.

Seeing the harvest was so great, and the labour-
ers so few, he wrote pressing letters to Ignatius in
Rome, and Rodriguez in Lisbon, to obtain a supply
of missionaries. So strong were his feelings on that
subject that he says in one of them :— I have often
thought of running over all the universities of Europe,
especially that of Paris; and of crying aloud to those
who abound more in learning than in charity :—<Ah
how many souls are lost to heaven, through your
fault!” Would that these men applied themselves
as zealously to save souls as they do to acquire
science. Then they might render to God a.good
- account of their learning, and of the talents they
have received from him. Under the influence of
thoughts like these, many would make a spiritual
retreat, and meditate on heavenly things in silence,
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diligence you will manifest, or whatever remedy you
may apply,—all will be too little and too late. The
sincere and ardent affection of my heart for your
Majesty, has obliged me to write to you in this man-
ner. I am urged to it, when I consider the complaints
which these poor Indians send up to heaven against
you, for employing so little of the vast wealth you
receive from them, in relieving their spiritual neces-
sities.””’—The letter concludes with a prayer to Al-
mighty God, that the king might have, during life,
the same sentiments, which, at the hour of his death,
he would wish to have had regarding this subject.

Michael Vaz negotiated so well with John III.,
that he caused a new governor of India to be ap-
pointed, and brought back such orders and decrees,
signed by the king, as Xavier had desired.
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did Xavier urge him, not to trust these deceitful ap-
pearances : neither he, nor the passengers, attended

to his advice. Soon, however, they had occasion to
repent of their incredulity. They had not proceeded
far, when a furious tempest arose; the sea became
dreadfully agitated, and the waves rolled mountain
high. Unable to withstand the storm, the ship was
obliged to put back for the port of Negatapan,
whence she had set out, and where she at length ar-
rived after having been, more than once, in imminent
danger of being wrecked.

gy 9
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The Portuguese, who had rebuilt Meliapore, found
on the top of the mountain, the ruins of a small stone-
church. Being anxious to repair it,in honour of the
holy apostle, they dug round its foundations, and dis-
covered a white marble slab, whereon was a cross,
with characters cut round it, which declared the
eternity of God, the divine maternity of the Virgin
Mary, and that God had taught his law to twelve
apostles; oneof whomhadarrivedat Meliapore, where
he led a holy and austere life, built a church, and
converted the kings of Coromandel, Malabar, Pandi,
and of other nations, together with their people, to
the faith.

As this marble slab had on it many stains of blood,
it was thought to be that on which the apostle suffered
death. :

When Xavier came to Meliapore, he was wel-
comed by the Vicar, who had heard of him, as an
apostolic man who was sent by God, for the conver-
sion of the inhabitants of India. He offered to him
his house, of which Xavier accepted, as it was adja-
cent to the church wherein were the relics of St.
Thomas; and thus afforded him the opportunity of
passing the night in prayer, before his sacred shrine,
without attracting observation.

While engaged in his devotions in this place, he
suffered much from the assaults of hell; but the
favours he received from God, made him ample
amends for the malice of his infernal assailants. The
particular lights he received from God are not known;
it is, however, certain that he was given clearly to
understand, that he should pass to the south, and
labour in the conversion of the islands in that direc-
tion. The increase of fortitude he received at the
same time, caused him to disregard all the dangers
he might naturally fear; as is evident from what he
wrote from Meliapore, to two of his friends at Goa,
Paul de Camerino, and James Barba, of whom men-
tion has been already made. E
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one of the passengers, which he brought to the sol-
dier, and advised him once more to try his fortune.
The unhappy man took courage, and had such good
success, that he won back all he had lost. Xavier
had been looking on, and took from the overplus of
the winnings, the money he had borrowed for him.
Seeing then the gamester once more in a tranquil
state of mind, he expostulated with him on his con-
duct so forcibly and so successfully, that he, who
before refused to listen to him, now yielded to the
weight of his reasons and authority. He never after-

wards played at cards, and became an exemplary
christian.
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and many were yet sick in the fleet, the Spaniards
sailed for Goa, to avoid the winter, which in those
places begins about May. Before their departure,
Xavier made provision for the necessities of the
soldiers, and furnished them with all that he could
obtain from the charity of the Portuguese. He re-
commended them likewise to his friends at Malacca,
where they were to touch; and wrote to Father Paul
Camerino at Goa, not to fail to receive into the Col-
lege of the Society, some religious of the order of St.
Augustin, who had come along with the fleet from
Mexico. He enjoined him to pay them all the at-
tention, which their character and virtues called for.
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CHAPTER XV,

Xavier preaches the gospel in several islands—Miraculous restora-
tion of his crucifix in Baranura—Solitary conversion at Rosalao—
Remarkable prediction—Xavier obtains rain from God for the people
of Ulate—Their conversion—Sails for the Moluccas—Preaches at
Ternate—Deaths of Juan Galvan, and Juan Araus—Great success
at Ternate—Conversion of a distinguished lady.

ArTEr the departure of the Spaniards, Xavier
visited some places, in the neighbourhood of Am-
boyna, as also some other islands, which were but
thinly inhabited. This he did, while waiting for a
vessel to bring him to the Moluccas, which are nearer
to Macassar than Amboyna. One of these islands
is called Baranura, where he miraculously recovered
his crucifix, as related in the following manner by
Fausto Rodriguez, an eye-witness of the fact, and
whose sworn testimony is recorded in the process of
the saint’s canonization.

“We were at sea,” says Rodriguez,—¢« Father
Francis, John Rapose, and myself, when a violent
storm arose, which alarmed all the crew. Xavier
drew from his bosom a small crucifix, which he
always carried about with him, and leaned overboard
intending to dip it into the sea; but the crucifix
dropped out of his hand, and immediately disap-
peared. It was very manifest that this loss much
afflicted him. We landed safe, however, next morn-
ing on the island of Baranura, although from the
time when the crucifix was lost, up to the moment of
our landing, a space of twenty fours,—we had been
in continual danger. Francis and I were walking
on shore, towards the town of Tamalo; we had
proceeded about five hundred paces, when we per-
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Besides this, he endured in this barren and un-
grateful soil, all imaginable miseries of hunger, thirst,
and destitution: but the consolations he received from
God, sustained him in all his labours, as he himself
wrote to Father Ignatius. After giving him a faith-
ful description of the place, he continues :— I have
given you an account of it, that you may conclude,
what abundance of heavenly consolations I have en-
joyed in it. The dangers to which I am exposed,
and the pains I take for the service of God, are the
inexhaustible source of spiritual joys; so that these
islands, destitute as they are of all worldly necessa-
ries, are the places for a man to lose his sight with
weeping through excessive joy. For my part, I do
not remember ever to have tasted such internal de-
lights. These consolations of the soul are so pure,
so exquisite, and so perpetual, that they take from
me all sense of corporeal sufferings.”

e e ——

.
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unprofitable to me, and may I even forget to use it.*
I pray our Lord Jesus Christ that as he has united
us in the Society, during this miserable life, he may
re-unite us in a blessed eternity, in the company of
all his saints who behold his glory.” ”

* Si oblitus unquam fuero tui, Societas Jesu, oblivioni detur dextera
mea.
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be expedited by the principal inhabitants of the
place. I do not, however, wish much of your time
to be taken up with these affairs, or that you should
prefer the care of your neighbour’s goods, to the solici-
tude you should have for his soul. When any affair
of importance occurs, refer it to the Portuguese com-
mandant.

« Do all things in your power to make yourself
beloved by these people; thus you will do more good
than if they feared you. Condemn none to punish-
ment without the assent of Father Antonio Criminali;
and if the commandant of the Portuguese be present,
do nothing without his order. Banish those from
the village who attempt to make pagods, or idols, if
Father Criminali thinks proper. Shew great kind-
ness to the children who frequent the christian
schools : pardon them readily, and occasionally over-
look their faults, lest ill-timed severity might drive
them away.

« Abstain from reproving, and condemning the
christian natives of the country, in the presence of
the Portuguese; but rather commend and excuse
them on all occasions. When we reflect how lately
they have embraced the faith, and how much they
stand in need of encouragement, we should only
wonder that they are not more vicious.

« Render all the services in your power to the
Malabar priests, in regard to their spiritual advantage..
Encourage them to frequent the tribunal of penance,
to say Mass, and lead edifying lives. Never write
any thing against them to any person whatever.

“ Endeavour to be on good terms with the Portu-
guese commandants,and let no coldness be perceived
between you and them. Endeavour, by all means
In your power, to make friends of the rest of the
Portuguese. Never have any quarrel with any of
them, even were they to go to law with you, or
quarrel without the least provocation. Oppose them
firmly but mildly, if they treat the new christians
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concluded, as delays often blast the most promising
prospects. Although Castro had never seen Xavier,
he was most anxious to meet him, from the reports
he had heard of his character. He received him
with all the honours due to a holy man, and willing-
ly accepted of the offer of the king of Jafanatapan ;
on the conditions above mentioned. He retained
Xavier, however, for some time, both to hear him
preach, and to consult him on some difficult affairs,
where the interests of the state and of religion were
equally involved.

In the meantime he appointed Antonio Monis
Barretto, a brave and experienced officer, with a
hundred well disciplined soldiers, for the garrison of
Jafanatapan. At the same time he ordered a mag-
nificent provision for the ambassador, who remained
at Goa ; and commanded that if any of his suite re-
ceived baptism, no expense should be spared on the
occasion. Notwithstanding these auspicious pros-
pects, the king of Jafanatapan afterwards broke the
faith which he had pledged both to God and men ;
and hence, probably, arose the misfortunes which
subsequently befel his person and kingdom.
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CHAPTER XXI.

Xavier reproves a young nobleman—Cosmo de Torrez joins the
Society—Baptism of Anger 'and his two attendants—Their great
piety—Xavier determines to go to Japan.

THE presence of Xavier at Bazain was not unpro-
fitable to a dissipated young nobleman, Rodriguez
Segueyra, whom he had known a few years before,
when he first visited Malacca. Segueyra,after having
committed a murder in that town, fled to the hospital,
as a place of refuge, where Francis became acquainted
with him, and by his amiable and courteous manners,
succeeded in gaining his confidence. When he had
secured the affection of the young man, he spoke to
him of eternity with such effect, that Segueyra en-
tered seriously into himself, and made a general con-
fession. To advance him in the ways of virtue, and
to free him {rom the restraints of the hospital, Xavier
reconciled him with the friends of the murdered man,
and obtained his pardon from the governor of Ma-
lacca. But as the dissolute manners of that city were
likely to destroy all the good that had been done, he
advised him, to leave India and return to Europe.
Segueyra was conscious of his own weakness, and
being sincerely desirous of saving his soul, promised
compliance. With that design he went to Goa, in-
tending to pass thence to Portugal ; but Don John de
Castro prevailed on him to accept of the office of
receiver of the public revenues ; and he not only laid
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thing to which he applied. He was of a lively and
ready mind, and had so great a facility for learning,
that he easily committed to memory the gospel of St.
Mathew, which Father Cosmo de Torrez had ex-
pounded to him before baptism.
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VI. « With secular persons, however familiar or
intimate they may be with you, act always as if one
day they were to become your enemies. Thus you
will neither do nor say any thing of which you will
have occasion afterwards to repent, or with which
they might subsequently upbraid you. We are
obliged to adopt this precaution, by reason of the
corruption of the world, in the midst of which we
live, and which contmually looks on the children of
light with distrustful and malignant eyes.

VII « You ought to have no less circumspection
in what relates to your own spiritual advancement ;
and be assured that you will make more progress in
contemning yourself and In cultivating a union of
the soul with God, if you regulate all your words
and actions by prudence. The particular examen
will assist you much in it. Fail not to make it twice
a day ; if not, at least once, whatever other business
you may have.

VIII. « Preach to the people as often as you can,
for preaching is an universal good, and among all
the evangelical functions, there is none more profit-
able. Beware, however, of advancing any doubtful
propositions, on which opinions are divided. Make
your sermons on clear and unquestionable subjects,
which immediately tend to, and regard, the reforma-
tion of manners. Set forth the enormity of sin, by
making your hearers conceive an idea of that Infi-
nite Majesty which is offended by the sinner. Im-
press on all, a lively dread of that sentence, which
will be thundered out against reprobates at the last
judgment. Represent with all your powers those
pains which the damned are eternally to suffer. Of-
ten hold forth the threat of death, and even of a sud-
den death, to those who neglect their salvation, and
who rest 'in security, although their conscience is
loaded with many sins. To all these considerations,
you are to add those of the cross, and the death of
the Saviour of mankind; but you are to doitina
















































CHAPTER XXIV.

Xavier sets out for Japan—Stops at Cochin—Extraordinary con-
version—Aurrives at Malacca—Deplorable state of the Grand vicar—
Xavier prepares him for death—He is consoled by the edifying lives
of Francis Perez and Roch Oliviera—Juan Bravo joins the Society—
Xavier abridges his noviceship, and gives him special instructions—
Extraordinary circumstance in Japan—Xavier departs from Malacca

—He is afflicted at the idolatry of the crew—Melancholy occurrence
—He arrives in Japan.

Ix April 1549, a few days after Father Gaspar
Barzaeus and his companion, Raymond Pereyra, de-
parted for Ormuz, Xavier set sail for Cochin, on his
way to Japan. At Cochin was a vessel that was to
bring him to Malacca. He was accompanied by
Cosmo de Ferrez, and Juan Fernandez, together with
the three Japanese, Paul de Sainte Foi and his two
attendants, Juan and Antonio. In the same galley
with him were Emanuel Moralez and Alphonso de
Castro, who accompanied Xavier as far as Malacca,
whence they were to be sent to the Molucca islands.

On their coming to Cochin they found the ship
which had awaited their arrival, ready to sail, so that
they only remained a short time there, which, how-
ever, was not unprofitably employed. Walking one
day through the streets, Francis met with a Portu-
guese whom he knew, and of whom he asked the
state of his health. The other answered that he was
very well. «Yes,”” replied Xavier, ¢«as far as your
body is concerned, but as to your soul,no one can
be in a worse condition.”” This man, who was then
designing an evil action, saw at once that Xavier was
acquainted with hisintentions ; and seriously reflect-
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Instead, however, of acknowledging that the idol
had deceived them, these deluded men endeavoured
to appease him ; as if the death of the young woman
had been the effect of his displeasure. They sacrificed
birds, burned incense in his honour, and again cast
lots, to ascertain the cause of the misfortune which
had befallen them. They were answered, that the
captain’s daughter would not have perished, had not
the young christian been saved. Neceda,ina trans-
port of rage, designed to throw Xavier and his com-
panion overboard ; but as the storm suddenly ceased,
and his mind grew more calm, he weighed anchor,
and steered for Canton, where he intended to pass
the winter. The designs of men, and the machina-
tions of devils are, however, unable to frustrate the
decrees of God. A strong wind arose, which drove
the vessel towards the coast of Japan, and they landed
at Cangoxima, the birth place of Paul de Sainte Foi,
on the 15th of August, 1549,
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‘roots and boiled pulse. Thus he practised to the
very letter that austerity, which the bonzas professed,
or rather pretended to observe. He acted thus from
his arrival in the country, as Paul de Sainte Foi had
told him, it would not look well if a christian preach-
er should live less austerely than the priests of idols.
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permit any one to use it; saying, that they should
abstain from using it for the punishment of their
flesh, that it might remain for the preservation of their
health. And, indeed, God ordinarily made use of
this instrument of penance, as a means of curing the
sick in the castle. Among other remarkable instances,
when the wife of Ekandono was in the agonies of
death, she was instantly restored to health, by the
sign of the cross being made over her with this disci-
pline. She had herself received from Xavier, at his
departure, a small book containing the history of the
saints and some prayers, written by himself. This
was also the occasion of several extraordinary cures,
not only among the christians, but also among
the idolaters. Ekandono himself was restored to
health by its application, when he was so ex-
eeedingly ill, that his recovery was regarded almost
as equivalent to a resurrection from the grave.
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to publish the law of Jesus Christ, throughout all his
dominions.

The people flocked in crowds to hear the European
bonzas; and the first sermon of Xavier made such
an impression, that in less than twenty days he bap-
tized more infidels in Firando, than he had done
during a whole year in Cangoxima. The facility he
found in bringing these people to the faith, made him
determine to follow out his original design of visiting
Meaco, the capital of Japan, and, in the meantime,
leave them to the care of Torrez. He thought that
the faith of Christ would be more easily propagated
from the chief city, throughout all the empire.

Towards the end of October 1550, he accordingly
set out, accompanied by Fernandez, and two Japan-
ese christians, Matthew and Bernard.

They went by sea to Facata, which is twenty
leagues distant from Firando; and thence they em-
barked for Amanguchi, a hundred leagues distant
from FFacata. This is the capital of the kingdom of
Nangato, and one of the richest cities of Japan, by
reason of the great concourse of foreign merchants
who frequent it, of the silver mines with which its
vicinity abounds, and of the fertility of its soil. As
vice is the general concomitant of wealth, it was no
less notorious for the immorality than for the wealth
of its inhabitants,

Although Xavier only intended to touch on that
place, on his way to Meaco, the corruption of man
ners which he beheld so moved him, that he was un-
able to pass on, without preaching the name of
Christ, and making known the purity of the chris-
tian law, to this blind and besotted people. Somuch
was he transported with zeal, at hearing the crimes
that were perpetrated in the town, that he did not
even wait, until he obtained permission from the
king, as was his custom elsewhere. He at once ap-
peared in public, displaying, by the fire that inflamed
his countenance, the fervour of his soul, and unhesi-
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of Xavier, to whom they sent back the required in-
telligence. They informed him that within a month,
at farthest, they should sail for China, where they had
left three vessels, bound for India, on board of one of
which was his familiar friend James Pereyra. Be-
sides the letters which Mathew brought to Xavier
from the captain and Portuguese merchants, he de-
livered to him some from Goa, by which the fathers
of the College of St. Paul informed him, that the in-
“terests of the Society required his immediate return.

25
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CHAPTER XXVIIL

Xavier leaves Amanguchi—Is honourably received by the Portu-
guese at Fichen—Invitation from the King of Bungo—Grand proces-
sion—Extraordinary child—Xavier is graciously received by the
King—Insolence of a bonza—Xavier receives extraordinary honours.

Havineg commended the care of the newly con-
verted Japanese to Cosmo de Torrez and Juan Fer-
nandez, whom he left behind him, Xavier departed
from Amanguchi in the middle of September, 1551.
He might have made this voyage by sea, but he pre-
ferred to travel by land, and on foot, as was his
custom. He took with him Matthew and Bernard
as his companions, along with two christian lords,
whose property had been confiscated for having em-
braced the faith. The grace of Jesus Christ made
them glory in this tribulation, and they esteemed
themselves richer than they had been before. They
were accompanied by a christian convert, called Lau-
rence, who suffered from an imperfection of his
sight.

Xavier walked cheerfully on with his companions
as far as Pinlaschau, a village a few leagues distant
from Figen, where he found himself so exhausted
with fatigue, and suffered so much from a violent
head-ache, that he was unable to proceed further.
Mathew and Bernard brought the news of his illness
to the vessel. As soon as Edward de Gama knew
that Xavier was nigh, he collected the Portuguese
who resided at Fucheo ; and, accompanied by the
chief among them, went to receive him with becom-
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Edward de Gama, bareheaded, followed by five of
the principal Portuguese, carrying various articles
belonging to Xavier, among which was a beautiful
image of the Blessed Virgin. He himself followed,
in the dress before mentioned, and manifesting in his
countenance a combination of modesty and majesty.
The rest of the Portuguese succeeded him. The
procession passed through the streets, accompanied
by various instruments of music, and followed by an
immense concourse of people. The windows, bal-
conies, and roofs of the houses, were likewise covered
with persons anxious to catch a glimpse at the dis-
tinguished stranger. Six hundred of the king’s
guards were on the square which fronts the royal
palace ; on his approach they opened their ranks,
and let Xavier and his suite enter.

After passing through a long gallery, they entered
a large hall, which was filled with courtiers, among
whom was an old man, holding a child by the hand.
This latter, coming up to Xavier, saluted him in these
words : ¢ May your arrival in the palace of the king
be as welcome to him, as the rain of heaven to the
labourers in a long and parching drought. Enter
without fear, for I can assure you of the love of all
good men; although the wicked cannot behold you,
without melancholy in their faces, which will make
them appear like a black and stormy night.”’—Xa-
vier answered in a manner suitable to the age of the
person who thus complimented him ; but the child
replied in a style far above his years:—¢ You must
indeed be endued with extraordinary courage, to
come from the end of the world to a strange country,
and expose yourself to contempt on account of pov-
erty. The goodness of your God must, indeed, be
boundless, to be pleased with poverty, which is so
much condemned by the world. The bonzas are
not able to do any- thing of this kind : indeed they
publicly affirm, that neither women, nor the poor can
be saved.””












LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER. 295

of his speech, wherein he had made himself a com-
panion of the gods. On going out of the room, the
enraged bonza said ,—« May the gods consume thee
with fire from heaven, and all those kings who shall
presume to speak like thee.”

The king and Xavier continued their discourse on
several articles- of religion, until dinner-time, when
the king invited the holy man to eat with him. Xa-
vier endeavoured to excuse himself, but the king
would not accept of any apology. «I know,” said
he, «that you are not in want of my table ; but if
you were a Japanese, you would know that a king
cannot give a higher mark of his favour, than to per-
mit others to eat with him.”” Xavier kissed the royal
scimitar, which act indicates the most profound respect
in Japan, and said :—¢ I pray the God of heaven
from the bottom of my heart, to reward your majesty
for all the favours you have heaped on me, by im-
parting to you the light -of faith, and the virtues of
christianity, that you may serve God faithfully during
life, and enjoy him eternally after death.””’—The king
embraced him, and prayed that God might hear his
prayers; and hoped that he would have the happi-
ness of Xavier’s society in paradise. At length they
sat down to dinner, during which the Portuguese
and all the nobility present remained on their knees,
as also some bonzas, who were, however, restrained
by the example of Faxiondono’s disgrace, from mani-
festing their indignation.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

Xavier labours with great fruit at Fucheo—Converts a famous
bonza— Favourable change in the morals of the court—Labours and
sufferings of Xavier's companions at Amanguchi—Revolution in
that kingdom—New king—Parting address of Xavier to the King of
Bungo.

TaE honours which Xavier received from the king
of Bungo, caused him to be universally esteemed by
the people, who flocked in crowds to his lodgings to
hear him speak of God. His public sermons and
private discourses made so deep an impression, that
vast multitudes renounced their idols, and declared
their belief in Jesus Christ. He was employed so
constantly, either in baptizing converts, or preparing
others for that sacrament, that it was only at night
that the Portuguese were able to enjoy his company,
for their own spiritual advantage. They were ap-
prehensive that these continual labours might en-
danger his health, and they accordingly besought
him to take greater care of himself, and to take the
repose Which nature required, before his health
should be entirely prostrated. To all their instances,
he replied, that if they truly loved him, they would
give themselves no farther trouble about him, whom
they ought to consider as dead to all human consola-
tions. He added that his food and rest,and even his
life, consisted in delivering from the tyranny of the
devil, those precious souls for whose sake God had
called him from the extremity of the earth.

Among the conversions made at Fucheo, thatof a
famous bonza, called Sacai-Feran, one of the most
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«Which,”” added Xavier, “ may the Lord avert, and
be pleased to listen to the prayers, which I w1ll
day and night, pour out for your conversion.
Wheresoever 1 shall be, the most agreeable news that
I can receive wiil be, that the king of Bungo is be-
come a christian, and lives according to the maxims
of the gospel.”

This address brought tears into the king’s eyes;
these were, however, only the effect of natural sen-
sibility ; for although he had effected a considerable re-
formation in his life, he still continued a slave to
some vices, which he had not the courage to renounce.
It was not until many years after, that the admoni-
tions of Francis produced their full effect, and that
this highly favoured prince received baptism.

26
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phers mentioned by St. Paul, when they know God,
do not glorify him as God. Still it is probable, that
these discussions were not entirely without effect;
and that they prepared the way for those extraor-
dinary conversions which took place there in the
following years.

On the following morning, the 20th of November,
1551, Xavier took his leave of the king, and on the
same day sailed from Japan, where he had remained
two years and four months.
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justified the confidence which his lively faith gave
him. His vessel encountered, and escaped, the most
appalling dangers; and what is particularly remarka-
ble, had an end similar to that of the Santa Cruz,
having gone to pieces on the coast of Coulan, where
she was brought to be refitted.
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He judged that one who was neither humble nor obe-
dient, was unworthy to belong to the Society of Jesus;
but yethe wasunwilling to dismiss him at Goa, lest the
affair should make too great a noise. Having con-
vinced the Viceroy of the justice of his proceeding, he
sent him to the fortress of Diu, towards Cambaya, and
gave directions to the fathers there to dismiss him,
and prevail upon him to return to Portugal by the first
opportunity. All was done as he desired. Gomez
took shipping for Lisbon, but the vessel foundered at
sea, and he was unfortunately lost. So tragical an
end shows, that the gifts of nature and grace are of
no avail to a religious that is not endued with the
spirit of humility and obedience.



340

CHAPTER XXXIIL

Embassy to China—Zeal for the missions—Xavier is made Pro-
vincial of the Society in India—He makes Father Gaspar Barzaeus,
Rectot of the College at Goa, and Vice Provincial—Contest of humi-
lity—Instrnetions to Barzaeus—Xavier sends Andrew Fernandez to
Europe—Letters to the King— Parting admonition to the Fathers
of Goa.

Tae affairs of the Society being thus arranged,
Xavier directed all his thoughts to supply the mis-
sions of India with labourers in sufficient number to
meet its ordinary wants. He accordingly sent Mel-
chior Nugnez to Bazain, Gonsalvo Rodriguez to
Cochin,John Lopez to Meliapore, and Louis Mendez
to the Fishery coast, where he confirmed the choice
which the missioners of that district had already
made of Father Henriquez as superior, in place of
Father Antonjo Criminali.

He then applied all his efforts to procure an em-
bassy to China. The viceroy, Don Alphonso de
Norogna, willingly nominated James Pereyra, am-
bassador, as Xavier had requested. He promised
also to forward the project, with all his influence ;
and even gave a large sum fowards procuring pre-
sents for the Emperor of China. The most magnifi-
cent of these, however, were furnished by James
Pereyra ; who had also procured chasubles of gold
tissue, precious-ornaments for the altar, and devo-
tional paintings, executed by some of the best artists
of Europe, together with capes and other church
vestments—all of which were well calculated to give
the Chinese a high idea of the magnificence of the
external rites of the christian religion. The bishop
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it, given by one who heard it from the lips of
Xavier.

« Father master Francis, embracing his brethren
before his departure, and weeping over them, recom-
‘mended them to be constant in their vocation; to
cultivate a profound humility, which should have for
its foundation a true knowledge of themselves, and
especially a prompt obedience.”

On this last point he expatiated at some length,
and enjoined on them the practice of this wvirtue,
which he declared was most pleasing to Almighty
God, much recommended in the Holy Scriptures, and
absolutely required in the members of the Society.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

Xavier departs from Goa—YViolent tempest—Xavier announces the
pestilence which raged at Malacca—Attends the sick—Restores a
dead man to life—Unexpected opposition from the governor—His ty-
rannical conduct—Xavier threatens him with excommunication—Ex-
communicates him—Aflliction of Xavier—Letter to Pereyra—Xavier
perseveres in his resolution to go to China—Predicts the punishment
of the governor—Leaves Malacca. -

Xavier sailed from Goa on the 14th of April, 1552.
The voyage was favorable, until they came to the
islands of Nicubar, somewhat to the north of Suma-
tra, where a furious tempest arose, and left scarcely
any hope of escape. The cargo was about to be cast
overboard, when Francis desired the captain not to
be too hasty. The sailors veplied that the storm
generally increased towards evening, and the ship
could not be so easily lightened at night; but he told
them not to be troubled at it; that the storm would
soon cease, and that they should make land before
sun-set. The captain knew the prophetical character
of Xavier, and placed implicit confidence in his
words. The sea soon became calm, and they came
in sight of land before the setting-sun.

While all were exulting at the proximity of port,
Xavier was observed to draw deep sighs, and his
countenance was unusually serious. When asked of
the cause, he bade them pray for the city of Malacea,
which was visited by an epidemical disease. Such
was indeed the case ; the sickness was so general and
so contagious that it seemed to be the beginning of
a pestilence. Never was the sight of the holy man
more pleasing to the inhabitants of Malacca; all
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whole night in prayer, had not the departure of the
vessel been announced.

The grand-vicar, who accompanied him to the ship,
asked him if he had taken leave of the governor;
and remarked, that if he failed in that respect, some
might be scandalized, as it would appear to be an in-
dication of resentment. Willing to shew by his con-
duct, how excommunicated persons ought to be treat-
ed, Xavier answered : « Don Alvarez will never see
me in this life ; I expect him at the judgment seat of
God, where he will have a great account to render.”
Having walked a few paces on, he stopped at a
church-door, which was near the sea; and in a trans-
port of spirit, he raised his eyes to heaven, and
prayed aloud for the conversion of the governor. He
prostrated himself on the ground, and remained for
some time in silent prayer. Rising up, he took off
his shoes, and shaking them, said, with a feeling of
holy indignation, that he would not bring away with
him the dust of an accursed place. He then foretold,
more in detail than before, the punishments which
heaven had decreed for the governor of Malacca,
and left those who heard him no less astonished at
his prediction than affected at his departure.



360

CHAPTER XXXV.

Miraculous supply of water—Some Arabs converted—Extraordi-
nary restoration of a child—Conversion of many at Cincheo—The
ship arrives at Sancian—Anecdote of Peter Veglio—Francis foretells
his death—Accomplishment of that and other predictions.

Tue ship’s company amounted to about five hun-
dred persons, including the crew and passengers.
They had advanced somewhat on their voyage, when
one day the wind suddenly fell, and the sea became
quite motionless ; and the ¢ Santa Cruz’’ remained
for fourteen days as if she were at anchor. Many
died for want of water, which could not be obtained,
although the boat had been sent out with the hope
of discovering some coast. ‘The only land in view
was the island of Formosa, or rather what they be-
lieved to be such; for, notwithstanding their incessant
efforts for some days, they were unable to effect a
landing.

In the meantime the number of the sick daily in-
creased intheship,andall would haveinevitably perish-
ed, had not some among them, full of confidence in the
efficacy of Xavier’s prayers, besought him to obtain
for them either a favorable wind or a supply of water.
He told them to apply to God by prayer, and for that
purpose exhorted them to have firm confidence in
Jesus Christ, and caused them to recite the Litany on
their knees, before a large crucifix. He himself re-
tired to his cabin; and after some time, coming out
of it, he went info the boat, accompanied by a little
child, whom he made taste of the sea water, asking
at the same time, whether it was salt or fresh? On
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India. His stature was about the middle size; his
constitution naturally vigorous ; and his countenance
was an union of majesty and condescension. He
was of a florid complexion, large forehead, blue and
lively eyes: his hair was of a dark chestnut colour,
although his continual labours had made him prema-
turely gray, and, in the last year of his life, perfectly
white. This circumstance induced some of his his-
torians to make him fifty-five years old, before
certain proofs of his real age were subsequently

discovered.
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CHAPTER XXXVIII

Process of the life and miracles of Xavier—His memory is rever-
enced by Mahometans and Christians—The King of Portugal peti-
tions for his canonization—Virtues of Xavier—His spirit of recollec-
tion and prayer—His zeal for the Divine honour—His charlty for his
neighbour—Instance of heroic virtue.

As soon as the death of Xavier was known in Eu-
rope, his canonization was immediately spoken of’;
and John IIL. king of Portugal, gave orders to Don
Francis Barretto, viceroy of India, to make a verbal
process of the life and miracles of the deceased ser-
vant of God. This was accordingly done at Goa,
Cochin, the Fishery-coast, Malacca, the Molucca
islands, and other places, where he had laboured ;
and persons of integrity and sound judgment were
sent to these several places, to hear witnesses, and
examine into the certainty and nature of the facts
related, with all possible diligence and exactness.

So notorious, however, were these facts, and
so universally believed, that the people were at
first somewhat displeased at the formality of an ex-
amination, which, in their minds, seemed to suppose
the possibility of mlstake or delusion, in what was of
so frequent occurrence, and so unquestionable a na-
ture. They would not consent to await the decision
of the ecclesiastical tribunals, but began, at once, to
invoke the name of Francis, and implore his interces-
sion with God. In all their necessities and dangers,
they called on his name, and placed his picture in
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presence would be acceptable to him ; but of late he
appears to hate me, and has declared that he could
not write, without giving scandal, all the evil I have
done him. God and man can bear witness, if ever 1
have done him any injury.””

34*
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India to send an army to their relief. He saved them
also from the violence of the officers, who despoiled
them of their goods; and he set bounds to the unjust
exactions of those ministers, by threatening to com-
plain of them, both to the king, John IIL, and the
Cardinal Infanta.

As voluptuousness was the prevailing vice among
the Portuguese in India, Francis spared no eflorts to
withdraw them from it. By his courtesy and conde-
scension, he gained the confidence of those who
were most notorious for their irregularities ; and, far
from rejecting any one, no matter how sunk in this
debasing passion, he sought, like the good shepherd,
by prayer, labour, and penitential austerities, to effect
the conversion of the most hardened sinners. To
give but one example. In the garrison at Amboyna,
were three soldiers, who, for five years, had lived in
the most scandalous debauchery. Xavier won their
affections by his amiable manners,and obtained from
God, by his sighs and prayers, their entire con-
version.

When he went from Ternate to Amboyna, he left
behind him only two persons, who were openly en-
gaged in vice. He wrote, by the first opportunity,
to one of his friends there, that he should remember
him most affectionately to these two scandalous sin-
ners, and let them know, that upon the least indica-
tion of their good will, he was ready to return and
hear their confession. His gentleness and modera-
tion are not, however, to be confounded with weak-
ness or excessive indulgence, as was evinced on
many occasions of his life.

Although Xavier made an immense number of
converts by his apostolic zeal, he always regarded
what he did, only as the beginning of greater good ;
and in 1549, he said, that if God would give him ten
years more of life, he hoped that these small com-
mencements would produce happy results. His ar-
dent zeal to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ,
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his ordinary conversation, he frequently spoke of
Mary, and sought to attract all men to her service;
and a moment before he expired, he invoked her
name with tender affection, and implored her “to

shew herself a mother,””—¢« Monstra te esse ma-
trem !”’

37
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Let us rather conclude, as we began, this work,
and say that the life of St. Francis Xavier is an
authentic testimony of the truth of the Gospel ; and
that we cannot consider what God has done by the
ministry of his servants, without being fully convinced
that the Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church is the
true and faithful spouse of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

THE END.



APPENDIX.

(FROM THE LONDON CATHOLIC MISCELLANY.)

MIRACLES OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER.

THE writers of the life of St. Franeis relate the most
stupendous miracles and prodigies, wrought by the Al-
mighty at his intercession, and in consequence of his
prayers. They recount numerous instances, in which,
invested with divine powers, he commanded the elements,
calmed the waves of the sea, appeared in different places
at the same time, saw into futurity, read the secrets of the
heart, expelled devils, healed the sick, gave light to the
blind, and restored the dead to life. After his decease, the
same miracles, according to these writers, continued to be
wrought through his intercession.

As soon as the news of his death reached Europe, a
general wish for his canonization was expressed. John
III., who then sat on the throne of Portugal, gave orders
to hlS Viceroy in the Indies, to cause a verbal process,
with all legal formalities, to be drawn of the life, virtues,
and miracles of Xavier. This was done at Goa, Cochin,
on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, at Malacca, in the
Moluceca Islands, and in all other places which had been
the scenes of his missionary labours. The most distin-
guished persons in these places,—even Pagans, gave testi-
mony to his conduct, and to the prodigies wroughtby him,
or at his intercession. The examinations being completed,
a verbal process of them was prepared, legalized, and
signed by the viceroy. It was sent to the king, and was
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that miracles, both great and numerous, were wrought by
St. Francis Xavier ;—2ndly, that the want of miracles, of
which Joseph Acosta complains, should be referred to a
time long subsequent to the death of Saint Francis, when
though India still abounded with edifying missionaries, it
had not Xaviers; and, finally, that, as Joseph Acosta
laments the paucity, he asserts their limited existence.
He most expressly says, that Father Gaspar and his nu-
merous companions in the Oriental parts of India, wrought,
to the praise of the divine magnificence, wonderful works
for the conversion of new peoples ;* and that the same was
not unusual among the religious of other orders in its
western parts. Thus all the objections of Mr. Grier, and
of his Right Reverend antecessor in the controversy are
completely answered.

* Quid M. Gasper aliique socii non pauci in India Orientali, quantam
divine magnificentizz laudem novis convertendis populis, operibus
mirabilibus pepererunt. Quod in aliis sacrorum ordinum viris, et in
nostra quoque occidentali India non omnino inusitatum.” Ib. p. 226.

END OF APPENDIX.
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