(73y. 37 uistory

OF

THE LIFE AND INSTITUTE

OF

ST, TGNATIUS DE LOYOLA,

FOUNDER OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS,

p BY

FATHER DANIEL BARTOLI, f

OF THE BOCIETY OF JESUS,

TRANSLATED BY THE AUTHOR OF “LIFE IN MEXICO.”

These are they whom we had sometime in derision, and for s parable of reproach. We, fools, ea-
teemed their life madness, and their end without honor. Behold! now they are numbered among the
children of God, and their lot 18 among the Saints,

VOLUME II.

NEW YORK:

EDWARD DUNIGAN & BROTHER,
(JAMES B. KIRKER,)
131 ForLToN BTREERT.
1856.

BOSTON COLLEGE LIERARY
CHESTMUT HILL, MASS.



" Entered according to act of Congress, in the year 1855,
By JAMES B. KIRKER,

In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States, for the
Southern District of New York,



CONTENTS.

BOOK IIL.

CHAPTER I.

Rules for a religious life—Method adopted by St. Ignatius in writing his Constitu-
tions—New favors from Heaven, N R e - e

CHAPTER I1I.

The end which Ignatius had in view when he founded the Socicty—Means drawn
both from the active and contemplative life, in order to attain the object of the
Institute—Examination of the reasons which induced Ignatius to place his chil-
dren in the rank of Clergy—Examination of the observances of the Order, 20

CHAPTER 1I1I
Examination of the Constitutions, e T A= SRR S

CHAPTER 1V,

Examination of the different degrees or grades to which we are subjected in the So-
Ciety, . L] . - - - - - . L] - . . L] m

CHAPTER V.

Harmony of views between St. Ignatius and St. Francis Xavier—Simon Rodrignez
upon the expulsion of members—Of the union of the members by the virtue of



6 CONTENTS.

obedience—Monarchical and oligarchical form both given to the Company—
Agair upon the virtue of obedienco, S G IR Y

CHAPTER VI.

Fraternal union prescribed by Ignatins—He forbids his Order to accept ecclesiastical
dignities—His firmness in maintaining this rnle—Some examples—His motives
in adopting it—Professed members called to occupy a prelacy, bind themselves by
a simple vow, to follow the counsels of the General of the Order—Explanation
and justification of thisvow, . . . . . .+ .+ . . o« 101

CHAPTER VII.

St. Ignatius a model in the art of governing—IHis admirable prudence united with
his entire relinquishment of every thing to God—Empire of St. Ignatius over the
emotions of his soul—His conduct in regard to Novices—His circumspection in
the choice of the persons whom he employed—His esteem and tenderness towards
his followers, : - ; . . - . - . . $ % 4 AT

CHAPTER VIII.

Care of Ignatius for all his children, but especially towards the sick—Different ex-
amples of his talent and skill in assisting his children in their spiritual necessities,
and supporting them in their temptations, e P R L T s, W - ]

CHAPTER IX,

Zeal of Ignatius for religious discipline—His scrupulous justice in regard to his best
friends—His antipathy for novelties—How Ignatius defended the honor of his
Company—The means which he employed to form good Superiors, . . 169

BOOK 1V.

CHAPTER I.

Virtues of the Saints difficult to deseribe or to be made comprehensible—Humility
of St. Ignatius, and his sentiments concerning that virtue—He wishes to abdicate
his post—His care to conceal the celestial favors with which God loaded him—
Revelation of the Blessed Magdalene de Pazzi—Fragments from the Notes of St
Ignatiug—His death, Y e O TR SRR e e






8 CONTENTS.

CHAPTER IX.

Maxims of Ignatius concerning religion and government—Circumstances which fol
lowed his death—Baronius and Bellarmine—Miracles and canonization of the
Saint, gl bl cam RE S S LA el s e b ey b

BOOK V.

CHAPTER 1.

Account of the different miracles performed by St. Ignatius during his life, and after
hja death' . L] . L ] - L] - L] L] - . 815




HISTORY

OF

SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA,

OF

THE SOCIETY OF JESTUS.

4

THIRD BOOK.

CHAPTER 1.

Rules for a religious life—~Method adopted by St. Ignatins in writing his Constitu-
tions—New favors from Heaven,

Tue Society of Jesus being now formed into a Religious
Order, necessarily required a fixed Rule. Those who had
assumed the habit of the Order, had it is true a living rule
always before their eyes, in the example and teaching of
Ignatius; but they were destined to be soon scattered over
the whole world, and it therefore became necessary to deter-
mine under a stable form, the spirit which ought to animate
each member in particular, together with the mode of govern-
ment common to all. In the presence of God and in concert
with his pious companions, Ignatius had long since conceived
the plan of his Institute which he daily improved upon, and
the sketch of which had been approved of by the Apostolic
authority ; but it was a work requiring as much prudence, as
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SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 19

possess; and as for the marginal explanations, the erasures,
and the different changes in the handwriting of St. Ignatius,
still exist. In several parts of the Constitutions, we find
occasional passages underlined, and written in the margin in
the Saint’s handwriting, with a note stating that all which is
marked in this manner, relates to the explanations. So that
they have the force of a law, as proceeding directly from our
blessed Founder; and their authority is thus not derived
solely from the approbation of the Sovereign Pontiffs,* who
have put them in the rank of Papal Constitutions as they
are entitled by the venerable tribunal of Roman Rota. They
therefore belong to Father Ignatius, like the rest of the
Constitutions, of which they form a part. We are now going
to penetrate into the heart of this work, and to explain
several of those things which have been blamed, from not
being sufficiently known.

* Decis, 245, N, 11.







































32 HISTORY OF

résumé of all eulogiums, that the Roman Rota justly styles
them Papal constitutions, in a decision wherein, after having
enumerated the approbation received by the Institute from
Julius I1T., from the two Popes Gregory XIIIL and XIV.,
and from Paul V., “ by whose letters the Institute, Consti-
tutions, Statutes, and Decrees are confirmed,” it adds, “so
that no doubt can be entertained of the validity of said
Constitutions, which are to be deemed Papal.” Four Pon-
tiffs have since confirmed them in the most formal man-
ner by bulls, wherein they have expressly forbidden any per-
son whatsoever, and under the heaviest penalties, to have the
rash presumption to condemn or attack them, under the pre-
text of doing good, or under the shadow of zeal for the re-
establishment of their correctness. Nor is it more permis-
sible for the members of the Society itself to lay a hand
upon it, as we may see in the constitution Eeclesie Catho-
lice of Gregory XIV.

























































SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 51

Yet this rule is practised in our Order, and no trouble
has resulted from it. We no doubt owe this fact to that
heavenly assistance termed the grace of vocation, which God
always grants according to the necessities of the Institute
to which each one belongs.

Finally, for those faults which are so slight as not to
amount even to venial sins, public penances are imposed, and
no one would be suffered to remain in the Society, whose
mortal sins should be known to his Superiors otherwise than
through confession, as was intimated at the commencement
of the Society, by order of St. Ignatius, through the me-
dium of Father Martin Olave, to the Roman college, and
through it to the whole Society.

I have thus exhibited a part of the austerities and moral
severity of our Institute. It is easy to understand that the
necessity of renouncing our own judgment, that the anni-
hilation of self, whatever natural talent we may possess;
that complete obedience, entire dependence upon the will of
others, perfect abandonment of personal reputation, are all
of them matters to which the soul does not grow aceustomed,
as the body may do to fasting and hair cloth; but on the
contrary, that we are more disposed to feel their severity as
we advance in age, in authority, and in every species of merit.



















































































































































100 HISTORY OF

desire may be accomplished, since nothing is impossible to
perfect obedience.”

In another letter written the same year, which was the
last of his life, ¢ God grant,” said he, * that we may meet
again in Paradise! If it is for His glory, perhaps He will
reunite us in this world also; for if you command it, obe-
dience will make it easy to me.” And if this holy apostle
had lived a little longer, St. Ignatius would have seen his
dear son return from the furthest extremity of the Indies;
and this whilst he was in the midst of his labors, and at the
summit of his hopes of penetrating into China, and of convert-
ing that great Empire, together with Japan, both given up
to the same idolatrous and superstitious rites. The Saint
had in fact recalled him to Kurope in virtue of his vow
of obedience, as he had already done several of his most
cherished children, in order to increase their merits. He
wished to confer the administration of the whole Company
upon Xavier, and thus to prepare him for succeeding him as
General ; but when the letter which bore the order arrived
in India the holy apostle was no more,














































































126 HISTORY OF

indeed, to receive with pleasure all proposals made to him
with Christian freedom and charity, to adopt any plan tend-
ing to the glory of our Lord.”

From these words it is clear that whoever were to in-
fringe this vow, would offend God alone, and that no one can
be constrained to observe it by coercive measures, whether
directly or indirectly. Finally, to bind ourselves to any
thing, the execution of which cannot take place until we are
disengaged from all ties of obedience to the Order, is not
leaving the limits of that obedience; in the same way as
Cardinals do not leave it, when they swear, according to the
Constitution of Pius V., that should they ever become Popes,
they will not alienate the goods of the Church.

The accomplishment cf the vow which a Bishop has
made while he was a member of the Society, does not take
place in virtue of any authority which the Order preserves
over him, but in virtue of the vow itself, which is binding
upon him. When he was a Religious, he was also bound to
this vow, through subjection to his Superior, who held juris-
diction over him, by apostolic authority. In the same way
as to pronounce a vow and to fulfil it are two very distinet
acts, so we may very easily take a vow from obedience, and
fulfil it when no longer under obedience.








































































150 HISTORY OF

drew this persecution upon them. He also consoled Father
Alphonsus Salmeron, who had fallen sick at Padua, and to
whom his letter proved such a source of consolation, that
when his strength returned, he answered him in these terms:
“The letter of your Reverence showed me your sympathy
with my sufferings. I know, indeed, your fatherly tender-
ness, and I do not doubt that your prayers obtained from
Heaven my restoration to health, which no medical art nor
earthly remedy could ever have effected. May God, always
merciful towards His creatures, grant me by His grace, new
strength to correspond to that love and charity, with which

your Reverence consoles and assists us all, like a true Fa-
ther | ”






















































168 HISTORY OF

this simple means, he gained back a heart which was very
nearly lost; for as that Brother confessed in after days, he
had already formed the project of returning to a worldly life.

Yet as I have already observed, Ignatius did not show
this extreme indulgence for the weakness of his children to
all indiscriminately; but only to those, who were newly trans-
planted out of the world to a religious life; and in whose
hearts religion had not taken such deep root as in the hearts
of those who had long walked in a spiritual path. The latter
he treated severely whenever they failed in obedience, or
persisted in maintaining their own opinion, when differing
from that of their Superiors.





































































SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 191

it better, and in a manner more suitable to your station, than
if you actually did it yourself.

“ Should the inferior agents commit any error, it is much
more expedient for you to reprove them, than for them to
warn you that you have done wrong, which could not fail to
happen frequently, were you to interfere in these petty
details.”

When those to whom Ignatius had confided any post in
the government, injured the Order, either through their in-
capacity or want of virtue, he never hesitated to dismiss
them from their office. He did so even in the case of two
of his first companions, whose life and intentions were equally
pure; but who did not succeed as spiritual directors. He
recalled the one from Naples, the other from Portugal; and
deprived them of their offices.















































































































































































































260 HISTORY OF

Finally, you may also serve your neighbor by the holy ardor
of your desires, which will supply whatever you are pre-
vented from accomplishing, owing to the arduous nature of
your studies. And do not believe that this method is un-
fruitful. But upon this point, as upon all others, men fully
capable of instructing you, are never wanting. And indeed
I might have abstained from writing to you, had I not rather
wished to accede to your request of having a letter from me,
than endeavored to supply any spiritual wants on your part.
I have no more to add, unless it be to pray God Our Cre-
ator and Our Redeemer, that as He has been pleased to
call you to Himself, and to give you the will and the power
of employing yourselves in His service, so He may deign to
preserve these His gifts in your hearts, that you may increase
and persevere in His service, for His glory and for the good
of His Church. Entirely yours in the Lord.

“ TeNATIUS.
“ Rome, May Tth, 1547.”






















































278 HISTORY OF

to them he replied, that he could not introduce them at any
court but that of the King of Kings. If they knew one
more brilliant and magnificent, he would entreat them to
procure admittance there for himself; if not, he would be
too happy to show them the road to true glory and true
grandeur.



















































SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 293

tius, since he felt more confidence in his word than if he had
possessed a treasure.

Although Polanco was endowed with great courage and
strength of mind, yet Ignatius often reproached him with
timidity, and want of confidence in God; “for,” said he,
“we cannot expect too much from Him to whom it costs no
more to do than to will.”


























































































SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 321

the next day, seeing no reason for having any faith in this
sad prognostic. After this, I felt, humanly speaking, secure
in waiting till Friday morning.

“ That same evening, Father Madrid and I saw him
again ; were present at his supper, and conferred with him
concerning certain affairs of the College ; on which he talked
with so much ease, that I went to bed, without feeling any
suspicion that there was danger to be apprehended from his
illness. In the morning, at daybreak, we returned to see
him, and found him in the last agonies. I then ran in haste
to St. Peter’s; and the Pope expressing his deep grief at
the news I brought him, granted to the dying man his bless-
ing, and all the graces which it was in his power to bestow.

“Two hours afterwards, in the presence of Father
Madrid, Frusis and others, Ignatius peacefully expired.

“ Let us here admire the humility of this holy Patriarch,
who, having the absolute certainty of his approaching end,
as he had announced the evening before, neither called his
children together, to receive his last blessing, nor to desig-
nate his successor, nor, in short, to make any of those
external demonstrations, which many servants of God have
considered useful.

“ As he had the most humble opinion of himself, and
wished the Society to place their confidence in God alone,
he passed away like one who was of no personal importance.
Perhaps he had asked this favor from God, whose glory
alone he sought ; in the same way as during his life, he con-
cealed the gifts which God bestowed upon him, except in so
far as the edification of his neighbor rendered their mani-
festation expedient.

“ Divine Wisdom, which sometimes works through the
instrumentality of its servants, obvious and sensible miracles,
to make an impression upon those minds which cannot be

VOL. IL—]4%



































































































































































BOOK FIFTH.

CHAPTER 1.

Account of the different miracles performed by St. Ignatins during his life, and after
his death,

I mave thought it well to record at the end of this work,
gsome of the miracles by which it pleased God to manifest
the favor in which he held the intercession of Ignatius.
‘We shall thus also see another proof of the scrupulous care
of the Church in making these investigations, when it is in
question to call upon the faithful to venerate publicly one
of their companions in this land of sorrow and exile ; and as
that great servant of God, Fray Luis de Granada, justly
observed upon reading the life of the Saint:

‘“ What greater miracle can there be than that of a
soldier without learning, persecuted by all the world, yet
chosen by God as an instrument for founding a Society
which has borne so many fruits, and which in so short a
time, has spread itself through all the nations of the earth!”
This was also the idea of Cardinal Ubaldini, when in presence
of Gregory XV., he spoke of those singular merits in St.
Ignatius, which authorized his canonization: “ We surely
have as many miracles of the blessed Ignatius Loyola, as
many proofs of his sanctity as we have throughout the world
illustrious acts of devotedness of the Society of Jesus to
his Holy See, and the Catholic religion.”
































































































































































































SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA. 439

obtain the favor of a second vision, by which the truth of
the first should be confirmed. Nor was he mistaken in his
expectations. On the 20th of December in the same year,
this woman being plunged in great affliction of mind, and
recommending herself to St. Ignatius, turned her eyes
towards the mountain on which his chapel was built, and
beheld him for the second time, clothed as he was on his first
apparition, and seated upon the same stone. At this sight
all her sorrows vanished, and her heart was filled with a
degree of celestial consolation, until then unknown to her.

The report of this miracle was spread over the whole
surrounding country, and wonderfully increased the public
devotion towards the Saint. In several places, chapels were
erected in his honor; his festival was preceded by a vigil,
and celebrated with the greatest solemnity.

THE END.
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