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1v TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

by Father Giannini ; at a later period into French.
A learned critic has declared that all translations of
Bartoli must fall far short of the original. His un-
questioning faith, his simple enthusiasm, combined
with the romantic character of the narrative, do in-
deed seem more suited to times nearer the medizeval
era, and to an atmosphere more glowing and cloudless
than ours ; whilst much of the charm of the original
must necessarily escape when transferred from those
softly flowing periods to our more senatorial and posi-
tive language.

Nevertheless, a translation may serve to draw at-
tention to the original, and will at least give an idea
of its merits, however imperfect, to those whose know-
ledge of languages does not embrace that of Dante
and Ariosto.

But I must not pass over in silence my obligations
to the French translator, whose plan in the division
of the work into chapters I have closely followed ; and
whose example I have ventured to take in the omission
of certain details, which might have appeared weari-
some to the general reader, and unnecessary to the in-
terest of the narrative.

Yet we need not fear that the subject is one which
can be easily exhausted, or which can ever cease to be

interesting. For three hundred years this wonderful
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greatly puzzled a late Protestant divine, in what he
calls “ the twofold character of Ignatius de Loyola ;”
how he was at once an ‘ unmanageable enthusiast,”
and the author of “a scheme of life and a polity,
which has proved itself to be the most firmly com-
pacted and the most efficient of any which the world
has seen.”

‘We think that this enigma will be solved by the
simple perusal of Bartoli ; and that the reader will
also be enabled to ascertain how far the followers of
St. Ignatius have walked in, or deviated from the foot-
steps of their Founder, and to what extent they have
obeyed the injunctions which he bequeathed to them ;
whether, in short, the object of the Society has been
to acquire worldly honors, wealth and influence, or
whether they have acted up to their professed aim :
namely, to labor for their own perfection, for the
gpiritual welfare of their fellow-men, and all
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PREFACE.

I prorosE to write the history of the Company of Jesus,
and thus to fulfil the obligation under which that Society
lies, of making known to the world from time to time the
works which it has performed in its service; for if a narra-
tive of the occurrences which concern those religious Orders
who live only for God and for themselves, may be considered
as an act of spontaneous liberality to the public, it is not so
in regard to this Order, whose direct and principal object is
to benefit mankind.

If we revert to the origin of the Society of Jesus, we
shall easily perceive how distinet is the duty imposed upon
it in this respect ; since it appears that the whole world has
concurred in its formation, increase, and extension. Spain
gave it a father in St. Ignatius; France, a mother, in the
University of Paris; to Italy it owes the Pontiff Paul IIL,
who determined its existence as a religious Order; it re-
ceived from Portugal the title of Apostolic, and the first
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never issued forth whether to see or to be seen ; if, dead to
the living, as St. Gregory Nazianzen expresses it, she had
lived but to herself, the world would have spared alike her
reputation and ber works, and would not have honored her
by its hatred. Then all defence would have been idle; all
appeal to reason and truth needless. But this was not what
God required of our Order. In those days of calamity for
His Church, when fresh auxiliaries were so needful for her,
He did not raise up this new religious Order to seek for re-
pose, but to devote itself to labor for the good of mankind.
It pleased God himself to oppose this barrier to the igno-
rance of infidels, to the perversity of heretics, and to the
corruption of Catholics. It was therefore impossible that,
destined for such a struggle, the new Society should not
have met with antagonists, and when enabled by the divine
blessing to snatch from the hands of the enemy, the souls
which ke held in captivity, those very hands became armed
against her, and challenged her to combat.

I may then justly give the name of apology to that which
is in fact but a simple narrative; for as Diogenes, in order
to confute the sophisms of Zeno, who denied motion, merely
arose and walked, so as an answer to those who obstinately
refuse to acknowledge in a religious Order, a spirit and work
worthy of its profession ; arguments and dissertations are of
less avail than a mere narrative of well-authenticated facts.

This, indeed, has been the innocent but effective method
of defence, adopted from the very birth of the Society, by
its Founder and Father, St. Ignatius. In reply to a censure

vol., L-—1%
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tion for that mother ever since then so fortunate, less even
in the number, than in the virtues of her children. I can-
not,” he says in one of his letters to the Fathers in Rome,
‘“ cease to speak of the Society when I once begin; it is a
subject upon which I know not how to contain myself; nor
can I finish my letter more suitably than with these words:
8% oblitus unguam fuero tuzr Societas Jesu, obliviony detur
dextera mea !”

Such is also the effect which the knowledge of the vir-
tues of our predecessors shall produce upon us; and with
this view I propose at some future period to write their
lives ; not by fragments, nor in a vague and general manner,
but in order, and with all fitting details.

Meanwhile, let no one suspect that my pen will refuse to
trace any thing but the virtues and the works with which it
has pleased God to illustrate the Society ; nor that I would
defend, conceal, or extenuate those faults, whether grave or
slight, with which some of her children may have tarnished
her lustre, or dimmed her primitive beauty. An assemblage
of so many thousands of men, although originally called by
God, and afterwards subjected to the most rigid discipline,
could certainly not be more fortunate or more faultless than
that of the angels in Heaven, or of the apostles upon earth,
The first were created in holiness, and doubly enriched with
the gifts of nature and of grace; the others were formed by
the teaching and example of Jesus Christ himself. Yet
many amongst the first have peopled Hell ; amongst the

gecond some fell, and ore was lost Every profession in the
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ever teach. As the reformation of the calendar was the
result of a multitude of observations examined by each
other, and not of some few isolated data, so in every form of
government, certain fundamental maxims are not adopted, or
at least their expediency cannot be proved, until all the
events which have occurred during a long series of years
have been examined, and the advantages and inconvenienzes
of the system, carefully scrutinized. If we add to all this,
that obligation to inviolable fidelity imposed upon every his-
torian, an engagement which he takes in the face of the whole
world, in virtue of his office, my readers may be convinced
that every one of my assertions shall be based upon authen-
tic proofs, and that I shall conceal nothing which it may be
useful to relate.

However, the general history of the Order embraces a
mass of facts which have taken place in the most different and
most distant regions. In a narrative of this nature, order,
clearness, and method are especially necessary. The best
plan that I have been able to devise, consists in simply class-
ing the labors of the Company, according to the four quar-
ters of the globe. DBut there is one history which ought to
take precedence of all the.others, for it is the true basis of
this work—1I mean that of St. Ignatius. As Founder of the
Order, he has a right to a more especial, a deeper remem-
brance ; while his actions and the example of his life, ought
to be a rule for the conduct of those who have inherited his
spirit, and embraced his Institute.

Were I to mingle with this narrative a history of tho
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Saint, and judged of so differently by those who know it
and by those who do not, that it may remind us of the opin-
ion of the two philosophers, Pythagoras and Anaxagoras, in
regard to the sun, as related by an ancient writer; the one
regarding it as a stone, and the other as a God : Quem 7lle
ut Deum, hic ut lapidem prospectabat.*

If when we contemplate a material object, the eye of the
soul could penetrate by its intelligence that which the eye
of the body only perceives from a distance, no philosopher
would have been sufficiently materialist to have gone the
length of saying that the stars are animals, of which the
heavens are the stables ; * but, on the contrary, in consider-
ing the grandeur, the immutable order of the celestial
spheres, and their harmony of motion, he would have revered
the wisdom, the genius, and the omnipotence of the Divine
Architect, who had communicated such rapidity to these im-
mense globes, and had prescribed to their unequal revolu-
tions, a rule which governs them with such perfect exactness.
And thus the man who views from a distance the Institute
of a religious Order, designed by God, who himself gave the
model to its Founder, as he formerly made known to David
the plan of the Temple, ought to judge according to the ob-
ject aimed at by the Institute, of the suitableness of the
means employed in attaining it. Then, from the connection
of the various parts, he can easily comprehend the beauty of
the whole ; otherwise he will be, as St. Augustine says, like

one who, viewing a beautiful mosaic, can, from his defec-

* Maxim. Tyr. serm. 9. t Lactant. de orig. error., cap. 5.
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tive sight, perceive only one or two of the stones which com-
pose it, and in his ignorance accuses the artist of want of
skill.*

It was thus that Lermeo, the Calvinist, as well as so
many others, judged of the Society, when, after having first
condemned it for having united the active and contemplative
life, he added that the Society of Jesus alone knew how to
reunite severity with gentleness, discipline with relaxation,
&e.  “ Sola Societas Jesu, omnium professionem severita-
tem, amaenitatem, disciplinam, lazitatem, paupertatem
opes, usus, abusus, complexa est.”

This was my reason for undertaking to make known in
detail those things which, as we shall judge from facts, only
require to be brought forward to the light of day, in order
to be justified. Thus only can we render to St. Ignatius
that homage which we pay, says St. Gregory Nazianzen, to
the merit of a workman, by merely showing the excellence
of his work to those who had never before observed it.

“ Vir vere, quem Praelegerat Dominus, ut eorum duz
foret, quv portarent. Ejus sanctissimum momen coram
gentibus et populis, et infideles ad vere fidev cognitionem
anducerent, ac rebelles hereticos ad illius unitatem revo-
carent, suique wn terris wicarii auctoritatem defende-
rent.” 1

“ A man, indeed, whom the Lord had chosen as the

* Lib. 1. de Ovd. . 1.
+ Words of Urban VIIL, in the Bull of canonization of St. Igna-
tius d» Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus.
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leader of those who should bear His most holy name to the
Gentiles and nations, and bring the infidels to the knowledge
of the true faith, and call back the rebellious heretics to its
unity, and defend the authority of His vicar on earth.”

il .
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OoF

SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA,

OF

THE SOCIETY OF JESUS.

FIRST BOOK.

CHAPTER I

Family, birth, and character of St. Ignatins—S8t. Ignatius is chosen by God to found
the Society of Jesus, to combat the new heresies, to convert the Indies—3t. Ig-
natius embraces a military career—His wounds.

Ix that part of ancient Cantabria, now called Guipuscoa,
which extends along the sea-coast, between the Pyrenees and
Biscay, two families resided, who held a distinguished rank
amongst the most ancient and illustrious of the country;
those of Ognez and Balde. They had always been possessed
of great influence, less on account of their noble rank, than
of the great number of their ancestors who had distic-
guished themselves in arms and literature. The house of
Ognez has given rise to that of Loyola, the lords of which
family were represented at the end of the fifteenth century,
in a direct line, by Don Bertram, lord of Ognez and Lo-
yola, head of the family, and father of eleven children, born
to him by Dofia Maria Saez de Balde, his wife.
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CHAPTER IL

irst effects of the fervor of 1gnatins—The Blessed Virgin appears to him, and grants
him the gift of chastity—Ilis eldest brother endeavors to dissnade him from his
project—St. Ignatius takes a vow of chastity—He defends the honor of Mary
against a Saracen, by whom it was attacked—He passes a night in the chapel of
Our Lady of Montserrat, divests himself of his armor, and assumes the garb of a
penitent.

Ieyarivs at length made a firm determination to imitate
those virtues of the saints, which, by forming the greatest
contrast to his own vices, had most clearly shown him their
deformity. It now only remained for him to choose from
amongst so many admirable examples, those which he de-
sired to take for his models. Nor did he hesitate long,
His generous fervor inclined him to embrace the most aus-
tere mortifications, to retire into the depths of a cave; there
to pass whole nights in prayer; to repose upon the bare
ground ; to wear a hair shirt; in short, to conquer the flesh
by the holy severity of penance. Incited by the.recollection
of the faults of his past life, his object was to endeavor in
some measure to discharge the immense debts which he
had contracted towards God. DBesides, at our entrance into
a spiritual life, we usually feel as if the essence of holiness
and perfection consisted in mortification. Grace itself
prompts us to this. We feel so strongly the necessity of
becoming completely detached from ourselves, and of dying
to the pleasures of the senses, which is the immediate result
of external penance.

YOL. L.—2%
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his conscience ; but the Lord, touched with compassion for
his ignorance, which as yet prevented him from distinguish-
ing the feelings of the Christian from the chivalrous spirit
of the Knight, ordained, that contrary to all probability, his
steed should leave the broad and smooth road leading to the
inn, where the Moor had already arrived, and climb the rocky
mountain path.

Having arrived at a village lying at the foot of the
mountain, Tgnatius purchased the habit of a pilgrim, which
he resolved to wear henceforward. It consisted of a tunic
of coarse cloth, fastened by a girdle of rope; sandals, and a
staff, all which he placed upon his horse.

The famous monastery of Montserrat, and the miraculous
image of the Mother of God, visited by pilgrims from all
parts of the world, are intrusted to the care of the Bene-
dictine Fathers. The observance of their institute is main-
tained there in full vigor, and the holiness of the venerable
inmates, is in perfect keeping with the sanctity of the place.

The first thing which occupied Ignatius upon his arrival,
was his preparation for a general confession, which he wrote
down with extreme care. There lived at that time, amongst
the Religious of Montserrat, a Frenchman, named John Cha-
nones, formerly Vicar General of Mirepoix, who had at first
gone there solely through devotion to the Blessed Virgin.
But soon, edified by the perfectly innocent and holy life led
by the monks, he remained amongst them, and embraced the
rule of St. Benedict. From the age of thirty, when he
entered, to that of eighty-eight, when he died, he never re-
laxed from his first fervor. In youth and in age, in sickness
as in health, he always observed the most severe abstinence,
and invariably gave the third of his allotted portion to the
poor. He wore a hair shirt reaching to the knees, took only
the most indispensable repose, and passed the greatest part
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departed to found the Society of Jesus, in the year of grace,
1522. This stone has been consecrated by the Abbot F.
Laurentius Nieto, in 1603.”

And now, having become poor for Jesus Christ’s sake,
Ignatius walked along, his heart overflowing with holy joy,
at seeing himself clad in that garb so despicable in the eyes
of the world, and yet which at the same time proved his con-
tempt for it. He had hardly proceeded three miles, when he
was overtaken by an officer of justice, who had been dis-
patched to inquire from him whether it was true that he had
given his clothes to a beggar; as one had declared upon
oath that he had received these garments from him, but not
being believed, was imprisoned until further information was
taken. Ignatius, touched with compassion, instantly re-as-
sured the officer as to the truth of the poor man’s assertion ;
but no importunities could extract from him his motive for
this extraordinary act of charity. The officer then left him,
and went on his way, pondering within himself upon the rare
virtue of this holy pilgrim; whilst Ignatius continued his jour-
ney, mortified and distressed at having been the means of expos-
ing the poor man whose misery he had relieved, to these
shameful suspicions, and even of endangering his life.
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become so entirely detached from worldly things, induced
Ignatius to reduce, as it were to an art, the rules for a
spiritual life. It was then that he composed that admirable
book of Spiritual Exercises, dictated by an intelligence far
superior to that of man, and truly written by the rays of an
All-Divine light. These are the Exercises which gave to the
Church the first children of St. Ignatius; these are the Exer-
cises which have inspired them with that virtue, that spir-
itual strength, which rendered them capable of every under-
taking which had for its object the salvation of souls. So
long as the Society continues as it was at its birth, it will
find its first spirit in this precious work; and should it ever
be so unfortunate as to witness the extinetion of that spirit,
it 1s at this source alone that it could be rekindled. Let us
then study the Spiritual Exercises in some detail.
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CHAPTER V.

Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.

Tae Exercises of St. Ignatius are not only a series of pious
reflections collected together in one book, from which each
individual may learn how to commune humbly with his own
heart, and to hold holy converse with God. Were they no
more than this, they could not be offered as a new work, nor
could they with propriety be called the Ezercises of the
Saint whose name they bear. The object which he proposed
and attained, was to reduce the cure of the soul to an art, by
basing upon certain principles of faith an exact and positive
method, which, practised by the application of the means
prescribed by him, insures almost infallible success. If we
reflect seriously upon this, we shall find that this method
differs from a simple consideration of the truths of religion,
as much as a knowledge of the virtues of certain plants or
minerals, differs from the art of medicine ; which, by teach-
ing us to understand the constitution of the human body,
and the properties of certain substances tending to restore
its equilibrium when injured by sickness, forms a body of
precepts, by means of which our health may be restored or
preserved.

Thus, long before St. Ignatius was born, men knew for
what end God had created them ; they knew the malice of
sin, and that its punishment was hell; the necessity for the
examination of the conscience, for confession, the mysteries
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must especially beware at these moments, of making perpet-
ual vows, or such as would oblige us to change our condition,
Finally, we must give our director an exact account of what
passes in our soul, be it good, or be it evil; in order that he
may apply the remedies best suited for the promotion of
grace, and may act with wisdom, according to our circum-
stances and personal disposition.
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CHAPTER VI.

Marvellous fruits of the Excrcises—They are denounced before the Ecclesiastiesl
Tribunals—Condemned in Paris by the Sorbonne—Examined at Rome, and ap-
proved of by Paul III. —They become the foundation and basis of the religious
edifice founded by St. Ignatius.

A Cavvivist, named Gabriel Lermeo, felt at once astonished
and indignant on seeing the strange changes effected by the
Jesuits. Men held in the highest esteem on account of their
station, riches or merit, suddenly abandoned the world and
its hopes, to consecrate themselves to God in the most severe
Orders. Lermeo could not comprehend this mystery, and
he wrote the following words :—

“ By what fascination do the Jesuits turn the heads of
men who come and shut themselves up in certain cells, placed
outside their houses, and arranged so as to produce dark
night in the middle of the brightest day ? It is there that
the priests keep those unfortunate men, in a state of sombre
melancholy, of perpetual horror! Woe to him who falls into
this snare ! for like those unfortunate beings who descended
into the cave of Trophonius, he may bid adiea to joy and
happiness. He enters full of wisdom; he comes out mad;
dead to all earthly things, and living only for tears and sad-
ness. Once shut up in this place, the patient can neither
see, nor be seen. Meanwhile, one of these magicians brings
him, twice a day, a charm traced upon a paper; the longer
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congregations of the Order decreed that every postulant
should follow them for a month, before being admitted to the
noviciate ; and that each year, every Jesuit should suspend
the occupations of his ministry, to apply himself in solitude
to these holy practices. To give them yet more importance,
those men who had drawn from conversations with their Holy
Founder, and from their own experience, a deep knowledge
of the manner in which they ought to be directed, were
charged with drawing up a Directory, which accompanied
the Exercices. Finally, the Superior General, Aquaviva,
published them in their present form.
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CHAPTER VII.

Ignatius quits Manresa—The hospital and cavern which he had inhabited are hel@
there in great veneration—Journey of St. Ignatius to the Holy Land.

IenaTius had passed more than ten months at Manresa,
where in the depths of his cave, as well as during his aboede
in the hospital, he had acquired the knowledge and virtues
which he there made manifest. Although this place was so
well suited for the penitential life which he led, he was to a
certain extent driven from it by a circumstance the most in-
supportable for holy men ; the respect and affection testified
towards him throughout the country. The concourse of peo-
ple around his poor retreat, increased daily ; they followed
him in his pilgrimages and stations; and not to disturb his
pious meditations, the crowd observed him from a certain
distance.

The humility of Ignatius suffered from this state of
things ; and other reasons added to this, obliged him to
leave Manresa. His discourses had touched many persons,
who begun by following the first Exercises, and then resolved
to change their mode of life completely. Now these multi-
plied conversions became a tacit reproach to those whose
souls were daily growing more and more hardened ; and they
begun to spread abroad the most odious calumnies against
the saint, whose reputation and tranquillity were thus daily
compromised.
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not appreciate, and he received the ineffable recompense of
celestial apparitions. At the very time when, retired in one
corner of the vessel, he wept over the outrages which the
Divine Majesty received from these blinded and corrupted
men, the Saviour himself deigned to appear to him, address-
ing him in words full of sweetness and consolation.
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with this miracle, and in after days took pleasure in relating
it to his children. If they had known, said he, that guest so
holy and so gentle, they would kiss the traces of his foot-
steps, the walls of his chamber; and then tears would fall
from the eyes of the Barcelonese, and striking his breast, he
would bitterly lament that he had profited so little by the
presence of Ignatius. The divine favors with which the
Saint was loaded, did not only go to seek him in his modest
cell ; notwithstanding the care with which he concealed them,
they were at times revealed in him with irresistible force.
The nuns of the convent of St. Jerome of Barcelona, beheld
him one day, after he had passed two or three hours before
the altar of St. Matthew, motionless as a marble statue, rise
from the earth still kneeling, while his face had assumed the
expression of an angel.

Yet he was no less zealously occupied with the welfare
of his neighbor, than with his own perfection; and his pa-
tience and charity were especially evident in his labors for
the reform of some nuns belonging to the convent of the
Angeles. They were in the habit of receiving visits from
some persons of dissolute conduct, and the danger was as
great, as the scandal was publie. Ignatius resolved to remedy
this evil, whatever might be the consequences to himself;
and he thercfore chose their church for his habitual place of
devotion, There he spent whole hours in praying and en-
treating God to grant him success in the affair which he had
undertaken. His modesty, his tears, the fervor which shone
in his countenance, excited the attention of the nuns; they
looked at him at first with curiosity, soon with respect; and
then wishing to know who he was, learned at length that he
was one who had passed in the town for a saint. Then they
were desirous of hearing him speak upon spiritual subjects,
and he having consented to do so, bhegan to discourse in
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CHAPTER IX.

Pradictions of Ignatius to several persons who weve desirous of following him when
he was leaving Barcelona to go to Alcala.

MEeaNwHILE, at the conclusion of two years of labor, Ignatius
had made so much progress in the Latin language, that
according to the decision of his masters, he was fitted to pass
on to higher studies. He therefore resolved to go to Alcala,
where the university, then newly founded, could boast of the
most eminent masters in every branch of literature. But
God, who directed Ignatius towards an object which He had
not yet revealed to him, was preparing for his servant rather
a school of virtue and patience, than one of science and phi-
losophy. Many of his friends and other pious persons offered
to follow him, not only to be his companions in study, but
his pupils in all spiritual matters. He only accepted three,
Calixtus, Artiaga, and James de Casares; and these fell off,
and did not end happily. But amongst those whom he re-
fused, there were two in particular to whom he gave reasons
for so doing, which could only have been suggested by pro-
phetic knowledge.

The first was a young Catalonian, a native of Gerona,
named Michael Rodés, to whose request he replied in the
following terms: ¢ No, you must not accompany me; you
will live in the world, you will succeed in the profession of a
lawyer ; you will have a wife and children, and one of them
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CHAPTER X.

Inconstancy and unfortunate end of the first companions of Ignatius—His charity
towards a person who had offended him——Conversion of several students—Igunsa-
tius delivered from an unjust punishment—New conversions,

IenaTius being now entirely decided as to his mission, em-
ployed himself in making a new selection of men of supe-
rior skill, fitted to accomplish the extraordinary works which
he had planned for the glory of God. I say a new selection,
because it happened in regard to those four companions of
whom I have spoken, as to those seeds which produce a beau-
tiful verdant plant, but remain barren of fruit. They found
that they were not strong enough to follow in the footsteps
of a giant, and soon abandoned him. Nor was he more
successful at first in the choice of his new fellow-laborers,
These were John de Castro, a man of solid parts, and doe-
tor of the Sorbonne ; Peralta, a student, and a young man
of the family of the Amadores, a native of Biscay. Ig-
natius had drawn them towards God by the practice of his
Exercises, which had produced upon them their usual effect,
namely, that of a complete change of life. All three sold
every thing they possessed, gave the money to the poor, and
retired into the hospital of St. James, where, giving them-
selves up to long meditations, they prepared themselves for
the adoption of a life worthy of so noble a beginning, DBut
the world, which can only see wiih the eyes of flesh, beksld
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spired the other to accept it. The game began. Ignatius
played with such good fortune, that it was easy to perceive
the Lord himself directed his inexperienced hand. His com-
panion lost every point, and began to believe that this astonish-
ing game might be a means of which God made use, in order
to arrive at some great result, which he did not yet discern.
At length, finding himself conquered, he consented to fulfil
the conditions previously agreed upon. Ignatius required
him to follow the Spiritual Exercises for one month, and the
doctor gathered the fruit which they almost invariably pro-
duced; so that he passed from a criminal to an innocent life
and from thence to cnc still more perfect.
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SECOND BOOK.

CHAPTER L

Ignatius attaches some corepanions to himself in Paris, with the view of founding a
new Order—Means which he employs to draw them to God—First vows or foun-
dation of the Society of Jesus in the Church of Notre Dame de Montmartre—
Persecutions which it endured, and protection which it received from the Mother
of God—Labors of St. Ignatius and his companions—Storm raised against them
in Rome; after which the Order is definitively formed and approved of by the
Pope, Paul 111, under the title of Society of Jesus—Origin of that name.

Tag first bonds of friendship which Ignatius formed in Paris,
were with a young man named Peter Faber (in French, Le-
febvre), born at Villaret in the diocese of Geneva. When
scarcely able to walk alone, he was sent by his father into
the country, to tend his flocks; and this circumstance, which
then appeared the mere result of indigent circumstances,
was in truth a special disposition of Divine Providence in re-
gard to the child; since being thus confided to solitude, he
was removed from danger, and maintained in that primitive
inmocence, so rarely preserved unblemished amongst children
collected together in cities.

The father of young Faber was a good man. He taught
his son the first elements of religion, and in this the child
made such rapid progress, as to be soon capable of instruct-
ing others. A large stone is still pointed out, upon which,
when but six years of age, he would climb up and speak to






















































176 HISTORY OF

livelihood and the honor of the noble house of Xavier, by
taking the life of Ignatius. He would have succeeded but
too well in this fatal design, had God not stretched forth His
arm to defend the life of His servant, and to avert from
Xavier the misfortune of losing such a master. As the as-
sassin, armed with a dagoer, ascended the staircase with
stealthy steps, in order to fall unawares upon Ignatius, who
had already retired to his chamber, he heard a terrible voice
pronounce these words : ¢ Whither goest thou, wretch ? and
what dost thou design to do?” Seized with terror, he
rushed trembling into the presence of Ignatius, and throw-
ing himself at his feet, confessed his odious design, together
with the supernatural cause of his repentance, and humbly
entreated his forgiveness.
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CHAPTER III.

Bl Ignatius proposes to his companions that they should adopt a uniform system of
life—First vows pronounced by Ignatius and bis companions in the Church of
Our Lady of Montmartre,

Tar moment had now arrived in which Ignatius, having col-
lected together a truly chosen band of men, filled with zeal
and courage, was enabled, in unison with them, to lay the
foundation of the great work which he had so long medit-
ated. But to bring this about it was necessary that they
should decide to unite amongst themselves for the same ob-
ject, as each individually was already united to him in in-
tention. Until now there had been no communication be-
tween his followers, and each believed himself alone attached
to Ignatius. To lead them to a discovery calculated to af-
ford them as much surprise as consolation, and before bind-
ing them at the same time to God, to himself, and to each
other, he prescribed to them the exercise of prayer, fasting,
and other penances, to be practised until a certain day which
he fixed upon. During that interval they were also to reflect,
and to decide upon the state of life which should appear to
them most conducive to the glory of God, and the salvation
of men; after which they were to come to Ignatius, and
separately communicate their resolutions to him. Then,
added he, they would find that not alone should each march
towards this noble goal; then their comparions should be
made known to them.
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CHAPTER IV,

The birth of the Soeiety at the Mount of Martyrs, a presage of it. lestiny—Bad ef-
feets of the odious books published against it.

TrEe assistance of God had been manifest in all that regarded
Ignatius and his companions: but through what mysterious
motive had they been induced to seek the poor and modest
church of Montmartre, when so many proud basilicae were
open to receive them ? Was there not in this another prov-
idential warning, an indication of the fate which awaited the
young Society ? Was not she also to pour forth her purest
blood in torrents, and in a foreign land ? Was not her lot
also to be one of fierce storms and cruel persecutions?
Let us see how events have faithfully interpreted this au-
gury. :

Hardly had a century elapsed, before more than three
hundred of the children of Ignatius had perished—whether
in announcing the faith amongst the Gentiles, or in defending
it amongst the heretics: some burned before a slow fire;
some precipitated into the sea; some hewn into quarters,
or slain with arrows, crucified, beheaded, pierced with lances:
Others plunged into frozen or boiling waters, or subjected to
the frightful torture of the pi¢ as in Japan. In that king-
dom alone the Society already counts more than ninety
martyrs to the faith, and of these, thirty-two were burnt
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CHAPTER V.

Causes of the persecutions raised against the Society.

Ar the moment in which St. Ignatius and his companions
are about to enter upon that rocky path, which they have
traced out for their successors, it may not be useless to in-
quire into the principal causes which have aroused so much
bad feeling against us. When a navigator unfurls his sails
to the wind, we see him anxiously bending over his nautical
charts ; carefully taking cognizance of the dangerous break-
ers, the narrow channels, the shallow waters renowned as the
sites of many shipwrecks ; let us imitate his example. The
moment has arrived for boldly approaching these difficulties.
Besides, we may here make use of Gretser as our guide, for
that celebrated controversialist enumerates seven principal
causes of the persecutions to which we have been exposed.
Let us remark also that this long experience gives great
weight to his opinion.

The first of these causes is, that without knowing any
thing concerning us, excepting by vague reports, no one takes
the trouble to examine whether it is not more just to suppose
that a man may make a false accusation, when no obstacle
prevents him from doing so, than to believe in the culpability
of persons who are deterred from committing evil, by so
many reasons, both human and divine.

In the first ages of the Church, the most odious crimes
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ginning, because they might become serious in their conse-
quences ; and it is a wise mode of action to oppose gentle
authority to that which is less an evil for the few, than a
danger for the many.

Thanks be to God that all men are not yet so blinded
nor so devoid of judgment, as to be unable to recognize in
all this the artifice of the calummiators. They have done
more for the honor of the Society, in proving by their apos-
tasy that ambitious men cannot live there, than they have
thrown discredit upon it, by making some quotations from
its Institute, in a manner calculated to make it appear
monstrous, even as certain concave mirrors entirely disfigure
the objects which they represent.
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CHAPTER VL

Profit which the Society derives from the persceutions of which it is the objest—
Special protection of the Holy Virgin—The Society of Jesus, which took birth im
the Sanctuary consecrated to Mary, is protected by her as her own property.

Have we not wandered far away from the Mount of Martyrs
and its influence upon the rising Company ? Noj; for we
have not left the circle of persecutions. And let us not for-
get that although Jacob wept for his son’s death, when he
beheld the bloody remnants of his garments which the per-
fidious brothers presented to him, yet in later days, Joseph
was restored to be the joy of his old age. We also behold
our vestments torn by exterior attacks, but the grace and
protection of God remain to us. Since the foundation of
the Society, says Father Nadal, God has begun by exposing
it to persecution, whenever it has been his design to elevate
it. St. Ignatius feared for the Order nothing but too much
tranquillity.” He was once surprised with a sad and depressed
countenance, a circumstance astonishing in a man whose im-
passible physiognomy always indicated the profound peace
of his soul. He was in fact afflicted, because he observed
that in a certain province, the affairs of the Society went
forward with too much tranquillity ; and that its members
enjoyed equally the favor of the court and of the people.
Ignatius judged from his own experience. When he was
solely occupied with the care of his own soul, and his own
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dustry its fascinations, and the world its seductions, no one
has yet ventured, with any shadow of probability, to accuse
these servants of God of yielding to the allurements of the
passions. Towhom can we attribute so extraordinary a favor,
if not to that immaculate Virgin, who always obtains from
her Divine Son graces precious in proportion to the perfect
trust and ardent love testified towards her ? It is then Mary
herself whose sacred hands have rocked the cradle of our
infant Society in the Chapel of the Martyrs. And again it
is she who receives it in Rome, in her Church of Our Lady
della Strada. Where, in fact, could a more propitious place
for the foundation of our Order have been found ?

Fifteen years later, St. Francis Xavier, who had chosen
the Mother of God for his guide through all his perilous
voyages, landed at Japan on the very day of the Assump-
tion, and opened a new field for a long succession of martyrs.
And on beholding such admirable goodness on her part, we
have proved the depth of our gratitude. In all our tribula-
tions, it is to Mary that we betake ourselves; it is the inter-
cession of Mary that we implore, and our trust in her has
never been deceived. No day passes in which our prayers
do not arise towards her, to ask her protection, or to return
thanks, whether we weep or whether we rejoice. From time
to time the voice of our generals may be heard, exhorting
us to continue. “ Love her,” they say,  as your Mother;
gerve her as your Sovereign Lady ; ” whilst the good Father
Martin Gutierez exclaims, ¢ Friends, we are all, yes, all col-
lected within the ample folds of her royal mantle | ”
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CHAPTER VII.

Life of St. Ignatius in Paris—His conduct—His journey to Azpeytia and other places
—Honors and conversions—Ignatius is received in Azpeytia as a Saint, and re-
mains there three months—His works, and the fruits of his zeal in that city—He
humbles himself to a Carthusian, his former master, and speaks to him of his pro-
ject of forming a Society.

Tre companions of Ignatius, after having pronounced their
vows, united together, if not in the same house, at least in
one common mode of life. They ardently pursued their
literary studies, and endeavored to advance in the path of
perfection. Ignatius himself, not satisfied with the obser-
vance of the rules which he had preseribed to others, fol-
lowed the suggestions of his fervor, in all works which could
be useful to his neighbor, or which tended to his own sanc-
tification. At half a league’s distance from Paris, in the
direction of Montmartre, there was a plaster quarry, hol-
lowed out at the foot of a hill, where different apertures had
been cut. There, in a dark and hollow cave, Ignatius, far
from the tumult of the city, would sometimes pass whole
days in penitential exercises, and whole nights in prayer.
He often went also to a church called Our Lady of the
Fields, situated in the faubourg St. Geermain, the lonely posi-
tion of which rendered it well fitted for meditation. It was
especially whenever his external occupations and studies had
deprived him of a great part of the time which he would
willingly have devoted to prayer, that he came into this soli-
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tude, to renew the strength of his soul by contemplation and
austerities. These retreats never made him neglect any
works of charity. He brought back several heretics to
acknowledge the truth, and was the means of leading a vast
number of persons into monasteries of different Orders.

One day, after having with his own hands dressed the
sores of a poor plague-stricken beggar, he felt the first symp-
toms of the malady, and was obliged to absent himself from
the college for some days; but he was delivered from this
danger by a miraculous cure.

The life of Ignatius was entirely passed in such acts of
devotion to others. Those who had the opportunity of ob-
serving him closely, were filled with profound admiration at
his conduct. A celebrated doctor, named Peralta, had placed
himself under his spiritual direction; and this doctor was
afterwards called upon to testify upon oath to the conduct of
the Saint. He replied, that the holy and charitable works of
Ignatius, of which he himself had been an eye-witness in
Paris, appeared to him, of themselves alone, to merit canoni-
zation. |

Meanwhile, God permitted him to be attacked by violent
inward pains, which increasing daily, reduced him to a state
of such extreme weakness, that they rendered him unable to
practise any other virtue but that of the admirable patience
with which he endured them. All remedies having proved
ineffectual, the physicians decided that the only remaining
hope of cure was from the effect which might be produced
by his native air; and his companions so earnestly impor-
tuned him to try this remedy, that he at length consented to
do so. It is true that he took this resolution more for their
personal advantage, than in hopes of obtaining any relief for
himself. He wished above all things to preserve them from
the dangers which would have accrued to many of them, from
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them. Thus a woman whose arm had long been withered,
having undertaken, through a sentiment of confidence and
devotion, to wash the linen which he had worn, was rewarded
by a thorough cure.

But whilst many sick persons were restored to health
solely through the prayers of Ignatius, it pleased God, in
order to increase the merit of His servant, and to give a
great example of patience to the world, that he should him-
self fall ill. The hospital no longer afforded him solely a
place of retirement, but the assistance which his condition
required. His brother, Don Martin de Garcia, wished to
have him transported to Loyola; but his importunities were
ineffectual, and in order not to be deprived of the happi-
ness of attending to him, his relations came to see him in
the hospital. Amongst these were his cousins, Dofia Maria
de Oriola and Dofia Simona de Alzaga, who passed several
nights there, during one of which a circumstance occurred,
worthy of being recorded. Before retiring to take a little
repose, they wished to leave a light in the chamber, but the
Saint objected, and had it extinguished, saying that if he
required light, God would not let him want it. As he never
regarded the more or less suffering condition of his body,
when uniting his soul to God, he began to pray, and re-
mained some hours at his devotions. His heart became so
inflamed with the rays of divine love, that after having been
obliged several times to relieve it by sighs and tears, eries
escaped from him. His cousins instantly hastened to Lis
chamber, and found it resplendent with celestial light. Ig-
natius, confused that this miracle had been perceived, ear-
nestly entreated them to keep perpetual silence upon the
subject.

He was scarcely recovered, when he prepared to leave
Azpeytia; and as soon as his intentions were made known
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ceptum de condendi Societate Jesu animum. Tunc S, Ignafius ex-
pectans P. D. Castro novitium, vespertinis horis adstantem cum
reliqui religiosorum familii, sedit ad erucem ccemeterii conventus d&e.
And finally, besides the two testimonies above mentioned, Father Don
Nicholas Bonet also attests: Se insuper audivisse a dictis Patribus,
8. Ignatium nunquam habuisse animum ingrediendi aliam Religionem,
nee Patrum Carthusianorum.
























SAINT ICYATI'S DE LOYOLA. 8255

Members of the Society of Jesus, which supports the Papacy,
as Atlas supported the world.”

| And as once hefore of the first members, so did the day

of the Assumption and the little Church of Montmartre

witness the vows pronounced by these new associates.
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CHAPTER 1IX.

The companions of Ignatins set out for Venice—Dangers of the road—Discussions
with the heretics in Germany—QConsolations and arrival,

Tue death of Francis Sforza, Duke of Milan, had been the
occasion of war between Charles V., and Francis L. ; and
the former had already entered Provence, at the head of a
numerous army, composed of Germans, Spaniards, and
Ttalians. The companions of Ignatius, who, according to the
arrangements made with him at the time of his departure,
were not to rejoin him at Venice until the 25th of January,
1537, now thought it necessary to hasten thither, lest the
passages leading from France to Italy should be closed upon
their arrival. Some however remained to terminate the af-
fairs which they had in common, and to distribute to the poor
the little which they possessed in Paris; whilst the others
directed their steps towards Meaux, where they were all to
meet, and to continue their journey together. This first de-
parture took place on the 15th of November, 1536. Amongst
those who had preceded the others, was Simon Rodrigucz,
who, while he waited for his companions, received an especial
pledge of the protection of God, who first sent him an unex-
pected malady, and afterwards delivered him from it in a
miraculous manner.

A considerable abscess broke out upon his shoulder, ac
companied by a burning fever. Suffering the most excruciat
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been reduced to the necessity of taking refuge in the plague
hospital. This adventure attracted a number of ministers,
who wished to dispute with the travellers, but the harvest was
unfruitful, for the heretics, whenever they were hard pressed
by arguments, entrenched themselves behind texts of Serip-
ture, taken from a mutilated and adulterated German Bible.
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CHAPTER X.

Lahors and charity of the companions of Ignatius in the hospitals of Venice—Jour-
ney to Rome—Return to Venice—The companions of Ignatins disperse through
different cities—Their preachings—Charity of Ignatius towards one of his sick
companions, 3

Trus passed the journey of the nine companions of Igna-
tius, from Paris until their arrival in Italy. They per-
formed it in fifty-four days, marked by great suffering and
constant danger; but they forgot all their fatigues when, on
reaching Venice the eighth day of January, 1537, they once
more beheld their venerated father Ignatius, who welcomed
them with tears of joy, blessing God not only for having re-
stored his six companions to him in good health, but also for
having added three others, not less precious, to their num-
ber. He would not permit them to direct their steps im-
mediately towards Rome, but wished them, while waiting for
a less inclement season, to take some repose, the repose be-
fitting Saints, and which consists rather in changing the na-
ture of their labors, than in abstaining from them. With
this intention, they divided two hospitals between them, that
of the Incurables, where Xavier established himself, and
that of Saints John and Paul, where Ignatius went to reside.
No one has left us any detailed narrative of the examples,
both private and public, of charity and mortification which
they gave in these dwellings ; but from the little which has
been transmitted to us, we may conjecture that even amongss
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those who have lived on intimate terms with him, are con-
vinced that he did not choose this name himself, and that he
knew it from the moment in which the Lord himself traced
for him at Manresa the first sketch of the new Society, in the
nmeditation of the two Standards. He therefore declared to
his companions, who all embraced his opinion, that having
assembled together in the name of Jesus, and for his love
and glory, their association should henceforth bear the name
of the Company of Jesus. After these preliminaries, they
selected the cities where they were to begin their labors; a
fraternal adieu terminated the deliberation; and each directed
his steps towards the place of his destination. Ignatius,
Faber and Lainez, repaired to Rome ; Xavier and Bobadilla
to Bologna; Rodriguez and Le Jay to Ferrara; Pasquier
and Salmeron to Sienna; Codure and Hozes to Padua.
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CHAPTER XI.

Death of a companion of Ignatius—IHe sees his soul received into Paradise—Labors
and sufferings at Ferrara and Bologna—Departure of Ignatius for Rome—YVision
on the way—Finst success and first persecutions in Rome—The lawsuit,

THE success of all these new missions was various; in one
place the Fathers had to suffer rather than to act; in ano-
ther, the fruits of salvation which they gathered, were in
proportion to their labors. A few days after Codure and
Hozes had begun their preachings in the hospitals of Padua,
and in the public places, the ecclesiastical authority con-
ceived suspicions that they might prove to be dangerous
men, who had assumed a mask of sanctity, the better to con-
ceal their designs.. They were therefore arrested and put in
irons. The manner in which they passed the first, or rather
the only night of their imprisonment, is sufficient to prove
with what feelings they were animated. They employed it
entirely in reciting psalms and communing with God, but
with so much sweetness and joy, that the good Hozes could
not restrain the outward manifestation of his feelings.
When it was known throughout the city that they had been
taken to prison, so many persons came. forward to give testi-
mony to their innocence and virtue, that they were released
the very next day, and permission given them to labor for
the salvation of souls, as much as their zeal prompted them.
But they did not long profit by this, for one was called to
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rest, at the very commencement of his labors; the Bachelor
Hozes. He preached one day in the great square of Padua,
vaking for his text these words of Our Saviour: ¢ Watch
and pray, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” He
nad hardly finished his discourse, when he was seized with a
violent attack of fever, and felt that he must this time apply
to himself the words of his own sermon. He withdrew to
the hospital, and thenceforth occupied himself solely in prep-
aration for death. So sweet and ardent were his hopes of
eternal life, that at the last moment his friends almost forgot
the premature loss which they were about to sustain. He
expired in the peace of the Lord, and like the laborers in
the Gospel, though last arrived in the vineyard, was the first
called to receive his reward.

Ignatius was at that time at Monte Cassino, where he
was occupied in directing Peter Ortiz, agent of the Emperor
Charles V.,.whom we have already mentioned, in the Spirit-
ual Exercises. There he learned the danger which threat-
ened his companion, and whilst recommending him with
great fervor to the Divine goodness, he beheld a vision simi-
lar to that vouchsafed to St. Benedict, when he saw the soul
of the blessed Bishop Geermain ascending to Heaven. Thus
Ignatius beheld the spirit of the venerable Hozes, surrounded
py a halo of glory, and carried by angels into Paradise.
This first vision was followed by another. A few days af-
terwards, Ignatius was hearing Mass, when at the words of
the Confiteor, omnibus sanctis, he saw the heavens opened,
and in the midst of the Blessed, his late companion, radiant
with beauty and glory. So great was his consolation, that
for some days he could not refrain from shedding tears of
joy, while the glorious vision seemed for ever floating before
his eyes. The body of the deceased in some degree bore
witness to the happiness of his soul ; for whereas in his life-
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add, that the suppressions to which I allude, were afterwards
solemnly condemned by a general Chapter of the Order of the
Carmelites, in 1650.

To the holy women whom I have already cited, I shall
add a third, St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, a native of
Florence. On the 26th of December, 1599, on the feast of
St. Stephen, this Saint being rapt in ecstasy, clearly saw
that God appeared to regard the soul of St. John the Evan-
gelist, with a degree of love and complacency superior to that
which He bestowed upon the other Saints; but at the same
time she perceived that He also granted a similar grace to
the soul of the blessed Father Ignatius. She thus expresses
herself upon this subject : ¢ The Spirit of St. John and that
of Ignatius are the same, for the sole object of both is love
and charity to God and to their fellow-men ; and it is through
this love and charity that they draw creatures to God. The
most blessed Spirit now existing upon earth is that of Igna-
tius, because his children, in their guidance of souls, espe-
cially endeavor to make it understood how pleasing to God
are our acts of interior worship ; since these acts lead us to
embrace with facility the most arduous and difficult tasks,
thanks to the light which they communicate to the soul,
whence arises that love which converts all bitterness into
sweetness.” According to another vision of St. Magdalene,
as often as the children of Ignatius endeavored to infuse that
spirit into the souls of their fellow-beings, they renewed the
tender satisfaction which God himself took in the soul of
their blessed founder.

To these we might add the account of many more ancient
predictions referring to the Society. The Abbot Joachim,
who lived in the year 1200, makes mention of an Order,
founded upon the model of Jesus, which was to arise in the
sixteenth century of the Church. ¢ This Order,” he says,
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